THE CANADIAN

INDEPENDENT.

e N

there is no guile, that there are nohadden
motives, that while vou protoss to luse
God more than ansthing clses youw are
not loving other things more than God.

Fe hwmble,  Christ was so humble
that he could say, withomt our heing
the least shacked or aven struck by g,
“1am meek and lowh in heant ™ And
it hie was suchy what ought we 1o he 2 Be
humblc  under a4 sense of sour e
fulness, under a sense of what vou have
been, under a sense of what there oom
you that needs the constant deansing of
the blood of Christ, and the censtant
power of the spint of God  Be humble
under the wegght of God s mercies tu
you , then you will wath sottly before
athers. Do not try to impress them with
a sense of your supertority to them, af
you do you will miss the mark altogether
and make the contrary ampression

Be hedv While T owould <ay, Jet us
avoid onvthing vonatural. b owould say

I

much more Joudly, Tet us avoid the !

slightest appearance of evil  of tamper-
ing with sin. Let us avord makng hght
of sin, cither in our Bves or an our con-
versatton  Let us be consistent. Phat
s tiue clogquence and true Christian in-
fluence  Remember what Peter says o
wives whoe have unbeheving busbands,
Observe. the advice he gives to the wite
is simphy 10 obey her husband ** Laike-
wise. v swives, be n subjecuon to your
own hushands. that, it any ubey not the
word. theyv also may without the word
be won by the conversatton ™ that is.
by the conduct *of the wives. while
they  behold your chaste consersation
coupled with fear.” (1 Petet i 1, 2.)

Thus let it appear, from your condut,
that your religion is not a matter of
theory, of emouon, of talk. but a matter
of fact  Indeed, if you please. let the
very word “religion 7 alone L it i very
seldom we find 1t in the Bible.  But w,
there be seen inyour daily Hife the fle
ing of a stream the source of which is
heaven  Let the impression go out from
your datly walk and conversation  that
whatever you do is real, that it is founded
and grounded on reality. 1 read a few
days ago about a young man who was
comvetrted. and who was asked atterward,
* Under whose preacihing sere vou con-
verted 27 s reph was - 1 was not
converted under anybudy '~ preaching .
b was converted wnder v aunt’s practss
mg”
Agam, ifvouwill walk in wisdom toward
them that are without in the wisdom
that cometh from above. that s first
pure, then peaceable

Fe happy. Isthat @ command * s,
The Bible s full of it. * Rejowee.” ** Re-
joice evermore.”  “Rejoce inthe Lord,”
“These things have I spoken unto you,
that My joy may remain i you, and that
your joy may be full.”  Christ spoke
thus a few hours bufore He said, My

Very poor.
the things nocessary to headth abouat hus
home,  What did the calporteur do?
He did not go and wnite an address
about chanty,but he went to the grocer's
and he sent provisions ta the man.
Adittle tme after he went wain - He
was well reeetved, e man said, = If
you please, sity was it sote sentthose pro
vistons 2 < Welll veso ot was s but do
not let us talh about that <[t was
vervkind otvou | preated vou with so
madch discourtesy, and vou were so gmul
to me’ My unbeheving tnends, who
profess to love me. have not dene any
thaing  for me . but bere soun have
sent e provisions, Please read me
something out of your boak © He read
to him and visited hin agam and agam.
Before that man died he was hrought to
a knowledge of Christ The work had
been hegun by act ot kindness,

A lide while ago 1 read anacoount ot
what happened to Pastor Funcke, ot $ire
men. who is well knownoin Germany - He

Cwent to see a worhing-an, whom he

Cbehieve there s a God ™

describes as o tall, strong man, with a
red beard. hving i a wmserable lude
place up « thight of nckety stars, The
man would not lsten to hun at alls bat
tlew mto 4 passion, sayving,  Ldontwant
to hear anvtling about your God. Fdon't
Then, clench-
ing his Nist, he saned, = 7% 15 my god 7
and, bringmg it down on the table with a
thump, he added . i ever T find you

con these premises agan 1 will put my

cthe man was ont of employment, he

- ery, 1t sechs.

god mto your face ™ The pastor wem
anay . but a few days fater, hearing that

busied himself an finding a siuwanon for
him.

By and by the man heard of this. He
went to him and sud, ** Is this trae, sir,
that you took the trouble to find me this
employment > = Why, yes, it 1s true”

“AWell,” he smd,  a/f Christans are not

4o

That was to him a discov-

He mvnted the pastor to
his house and listened to hwe ** And
now,” sans M. Funche, * he, his wite and

hypocrites

" children are amonyg the best of my churcdy

soul v exceeding sorrowtul, ¢ven unto |

death ”
consistent
15 sunshine
other~ will believe  that *the
our God v a sun and shield,” and
that Christ is * the Light of the world.”
Rut, if we speak to them of that Sun and
of that Light and they never see anvthing
but darkness and gloominess inus, 1fthey
observe that the clouds or earth are suf
ficient to obscure the light which we pro-
fess to have received from heaven, they
will not believe in at.

Be fand. Do not simply love them,
but skeie that you love them.  Be kind
in every deed. Be thoughtful.  Shew
your love to them in action.  Not very
long ago Mr. Weylland, of the London
City Mission, was speakimg in a2 meeting
in Pans.  Hc told us an incident with
which you are perhaps familiar, and
which took place in this town. There
was a man, quite an infidel, who was
dangerously ill, and a colporteur went to
sec him. The man would not receive
him, and asked him never to come again,
The colporteur after a few words left the
house : but he noticed that the man was

with I there

on

suffering.
your

ft s 2 deep jov. then, notan. .

- they of John's baptiam glontied God
countenance o >

Lord’

members, and theirs v one of the hap
prest homes i the parish.”  Surely this
was “walking in wisdom toward them
that are without.”
wnd, Pares.
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INTRODUCTION AND CONNECTION,

Our Jast lessen ended with v. 28 ; the m-
teTVenng versey serve axa connectang hnk
between that ad our present lesson,  Ver-
ses 28-30 tell us the immediate result of our
Lord’s words, as given in our last lesson, —
the
Phavisces  and lawyers, not having been
baptized of John, rejected the counsel of
God - that 13, Christ's testunony concerning

Hun  ayainst themselves. These wordsare
significant.  Having vejected John's bap-

tismn, the way was preparved for ther rejec- |

tion of Jolm: and having rojected John,
the forerunner and herald of Christ, they
were prepared torejeet Chrst also. All this
was, mdeed, against thevsclzes.  God has
sawd that he 2hat betngy often reprozved har-
deneth hes neck, shall suddenly be destroyed,
and that woithout remedy—n wartung that
was awfully fulfilled afterwards i them-
selves and thewr nation.  The remanmung
verses are taken up with Christ’s own com-
ments apon their folly and inconsistency.

LESSON NOTBS.

(30) Qune of the Vharisces desived Hims
&« —1It 18 evident (vv, 44-46) that this mvr-
tation was given, not out of respect to Je-
sus, but rather (v. 39) for the purpose of
watching His words and acts, in order to
find somothing whereof to accuse Him.
Why, then, it may be asked, did Jesus go?
It was to bear witness to the faith of a
trombling believer, and to rebuke the pride
and captiousness of the Phsrisees.

There seemed 10 be none of |

Luastor Theodore Mo-

(37) L weaman i the
sinner, & — Doubtloss a woman whe had
formerly lebnn abadoncd bfe. This wo
man and Mary Magdalene have liagg been
Epopularly regnrvded ns the e person - but
there s no evidence of this bemg true
even the wine of the former being utterly
unhnown, T s laghly prabable it ths
wennat, had both seen and heard o Lord
on some former accaston, but had ot pre
stously been able to come neas Hun The
oppurtunity e offered was teo prectous to
be dost shie followed Ham trembhingly inte
the Pharisve’s house, and her hamlny and
love were resarded by bemng publicly hion
ored and acknowledged by Chast,

Prawght an adabater boy of ontw nt. 1t
may be wferrad from the costhness of the
box, that this oimtiment was very preceons
It wmay sdeed huve boen so o but we st
be careful not to confornd it wath the contls
saprhenard” with whieh Mary ot Bethany
anointed Jesus for His burl, and agninst
the wse of which, for such & parpose,
Judas spohe s strongly. This box of
ointimnt may have boeon the only  tres
sure the  sorrowing  wonkus  possossed
some precious hew-loom, |n~|"ln|»:4. that
hiked her dreary present wath the e
mories of home, and mnocence, and love
if wa, her havisking it upon the feet of
Jesus would be wll the more affectingly
tender.

38 . Stend at the teet of Jesus belund hum.
People did not then, us now, 522 ut tuble ;
but secdincd on w nort of conch. This betny
the ¢ase, the wonman could stand belund
“Jesus, and <till have access to His feet.
I eepungr—over her blighted and wasted
life, sud 1 the newly-awakened longing
for that punty and peace which she felt
Jenuy oniy could bestow.

Bevan to wash s feet with tears amd
to wipe them wath the haees of fer fead.
As she wept at Hix fect, her tears would
fall upon them ; and probably having
nothmyg else with wlich to wipe them
away, she nsed the long lowing hair which
huny loosely over her neck and shoulders.
As she wiped those sacred feet, she felt
construined to kiss them, snd ftinally to
luvish upon them the costly ointment she
had brought, probubl{. as n gift.

‘I'he whole proceeding seems to have
been uuprcme}htated-—tho sudden prompt-
ing of penitent and adoring love,

(3. This scene gave the Pharises tho
" ocension he had been on the look-outfor—
one from which to establish a case aguinst
Jesus. His conclusion—mentally reached
- -was this:—If this man were a prophet,

|
y, whah sean a

e

posen)  Lhow didst oot anoprt o s wo-
srean fealhi canernted ey YEET 008h OINTMENT.
Here 1oe doubde contrast thie had faaled
W otter common end por s e the other
had lavaslicd procoites ventme ns upon His
feer One had withheld the courtestes wluch
mnmple hinduesa shonld have dictated | the
other had gone far beyond, and shown the
most tender and unselhsh devotion The
ote ad manifested the fove whach testities
of muc/i that had been forgiven . the other
the nuhitference which showed he felt no
necdof forgiveneys,

451 Thocpne 1 sy te theo b sang,
whecd wrc nnne (these wiany sins of lers)
are for otz o, for (the cvsdencenot the cause
of fargiveness) st loved much but to
kot Liltle 0y forgazen, e satie ezt life
e condusive proof that Snnon was nof
forgiven, for he 'h.u\ not loved af all

(1) //h'l . ﬁt:"/lll fooosay L .
who v thes that posgaceth ans also 2 the
weak el of ambehief L as though one who
could poye the dead and banish leprosy
with o« touch would 202 be able w do even
that  Divie power alone could do the
formet . sately it could require ne mare to
do thoe Intter.

() Jesus kuew thew thoughts, but He
would not prolmg the coutroversy ;. and
turmity to the wonumn, He gently dismissed
her wath  the precions assuranee - thv farth
frath sai edd thee —or, through farith you are
smved o 0ty poac: ' mte the abiding
conscioushiess of the forgiv eness of sins.

SUGGESTED THOUUONTS.

S has myvolved all men i . (Rom,
35 23). Whether their debt be represented
by fifty pence or five hundred.all are equall
unable to pay . sl equally Belpless, all equal-
ly dependent pon God's merey.

The truly forgiven are truly renewed in

~ heart, and the truly renewed i heart love

he would have known, &c. But Jesus had -

“allowed the woman to touch Him: He
had not secaned i the least annoyed by
* her persistent attentions : He had suffered
I them for a long time: therefore it was

perfectly clear He wus sof u propiet, for a
i prophet would have discerned her charace.
- ter at once :—how much less, then, conld

He be the Chnst of God. But Jesusinstantly .

tnet this nuspoken doubt by exposing the

Pharisee's thought, a thing that should |

have convinced the doubter, since that i3

Uwhat noue but God can do. He spoke.

A0, Semon, | have somewehal (o say un-

tathee: and ke said, Master, say on. Simol
had uo idea that his thought had been
read, as may be seen by the composed,
half patropizing auswer he returned.
‘Che suspicion  of anything prrsenal in the
{iscourse he was about to hear, wass pro-
bably farthest from his mind.

4420, Jesus, with great delicacy and

-~ think, then, that Simon had beer

{

thoughtfuluess, couches His rebuko under .

u parable : and thus leads His host. in
pronouncing in & supposed case, to pass
. judguent on  himself. The purable is
thus. A creditor hus two debtors; thewr
debts are. respectivel’, five hundred pence,
and fifty pence.  Neither is uble to pay,
“and both are forgiven. It s reasonable
1 to suppose that both will love bis gener.
I ous creditor ; but which will bo likely to
! love him most ?
‘ apparently frank, and Jesus acoepts it as
correct. Now for the application.

($4-46.. Mo trrned to goeards) the cwo-

swoman? v
faco, us it were, being mamfestly the
the debtors; which of the two had shown

the love to Him which evinced forgrve-

guest,) fthou gavest mie no waler Sor

my feet, she hath  washed oy feel
woith “tears, and wiped them with  the

Ratrs of her kead.  Thou gavest me no kiss,
—thi's swoman, since { come sn, kath not
ceased to kiss my feet. My BEAD with OIL

(the common olive oil used for such pur-

|

- she shown that she wag forgiven ?

God truly  The love of thix womun was
held up by Jesus ay a proof thay she was
forgiven.  The proof of the oppuosite in
Sunon's case was ohvions,

Our Lord here as the ** Croditor,” chums
to be the forgverof siny, and therefore God ;
and by openly pronouncing such forgiveness,
He cmphasizes that clam @ and both His
words and worhs prove 1t te have been a
righteous ane.

LESNON SUMMARY.,

(tor the Cinldreun

(36.) Who invited Jesus to cat wath Him¢
37). Who followed Jesus it the house?
Why did she follow him? What dud she
bring with her!  (38).  Where did she
stand ¢ What did she do, as she stood thus
at Hisfeet ¢ (39.) What thoughta were in
the Phamsee’s mind 0 (30.) What did Jesus
say to hun ! What was Simon’s answer {

Do you thivk Simon suspected that
Jesus had been reading his thoughts ? (41,
42). Give the paral/s that Jesus pat forth.
What is a parable? It is a little story—
somethmg  resembling o riddle—from
which we are to get a trie meaning. When
the purable was told, which question did
He ask Simon ? What was Simon'sangwer?
Was it correct ? (44-465. What fze people
in the room stood for the two debtors ?
Who stood for the «7editor ? How did Jesus
say Simon had teeated Him? Do you
:ur‘,.’,i\'-
en? Why not forgiven ? How did Jesus
say the woman had treated Him ? Do you
think she was forgiven ? Why do you
thinkso ? 47 . What did Jesus say about
it? To whom did He say it? How had
Had
Simon shown even «a lttle love? I not,
what must we conclude ? (48). What did
He say to the woman? (49). Were the
people at the table pleased to hear Him

“suy that? Why not? Becnuse, in saying

it, Jesus claimed to be able to do what
none but God can. Did Jesus make any

" wrong claiin, then? What one proaf had

18). Simon’s answer was prompt, and

man, and sand {o Sunon—Seest thow ths |
Thus the two were set face to:

oues to whom the parable points—Him.
self the creditor, Suinon und the woman .

ness ? 1 entered thine house, (an invited  cause then you could let me in”

i
!

{

Jesus first given that He was God? (50).
What more did He say to the woman?
What is peace? 1t i8 « sweet rest and
comfort of mind. whichJesus givesall who
love Him. Rend or repeat Johin 1427,

e

Curran once said to Father lLeary :
* 1 wish, Rev. Father, that you were St.
Peter and had the keys of heaven, be-
The
priest saw the sarcasm, and turned its
sharp edges on the skeptic by replying :
“ By my honor and conscience, sir, it
would be better for you that I had the
keys of the other place, for then I could
let you out.”



