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FALING LN CANADA?

A Vst to o« ity under circum-
stances which ¢roked reminiscences
of twenty years ago suggested the
above query . the following state-
merds may lead to the answer. 1o
that city, when we first sojourned
there, one  Congregational  church
was costablished, of which it is not.
too much to say that for influence,
thorough orgranization, stability, and
general  Christian  character,  that
church occupied no sccond place.
amonyg the Protestant churches of |
this Diminion. To-day. that church
is bankrupt: to an outsider, appar-
ently in the throes of dissolution
Three other churches hived off from
it, of which one—through the neces-
sary changes the city has undergone
—is defunct ;_the other two, vigor-
ous, but groaning under the incubus
of building debts. It may be ques-
tioned whether  tie  combined
strength  of the three is, to-day,
equal to that of the onc of twenty
years ago. It is not the purpose

_themselves with great force through

.reverence  for C()l)s‘L‘iL‘l)CL‘. with

15 (ONGREGHTION LIS
Csearching for truth,

that are seen are temporal, the un-"
seen  endure.  Congregationalism
hias mamtained pra apies which we
being wiadually  ac :nowledged even
by badies erewhile most antagonistic
thereto ;o the prnciples of self have had fellowship.
spovernment  and  of personal and  admission will of course be deter-
congregational freedom are asserting

lightly or carelessly done.

scommon practice is to propose the
the (ntire ceclesiastical sphere,” and @ name at one church mecting, appoint
its
freedom, is being associated with all
Even where ! their report with the testimony  of
Congregationalism has been denomi- ! the pastor, the vote is taken.  Some
natwnally overborne the remarks of - churches that we know, instcad of
Horace regarding Greece  as con- ‘ the visitation, and some in addition
quercd by Rome, might apply, 'to it, ask a letter from the applicant, |
—* Captive Gicece leads captive her © with the grounds for his application, .
conqueror,” and thus we triumph in views, et= Whether these, or a dif- .
the truth we hold and march on to ferent mo : is adopted is of little
certain victory. Teonsequeir.e. so long as the church in
isome way has an opportunity of -
“knowing thosc whom it receives into
, its midst.
With reference to  its  officers. |
" These, according to our belicf, should
" be elected by the church itsclf, No°
- Bishop or Conference has a right to;
mean  those arrangements  which ' impose upon a church a pastor other |
every church will make for the carry- | than its own free choice, and nol
ing on of its work, the maintenance ' Presbytery has a right to interpose
of worship and collective church life. f and say that it shall not have the
Of course it will be understoad that, ' man whom it has chosen. But this)
while there are certain principles and | very orivilege is the parent of aj

SHORT TALKS AS0UT OUR
CHURCH POLITY.
3. INTERNAL ECONOMY.

By the * Internal Economy,” we

NGO,

of a church and should never he.
We have i chosen by the people,not by the min-
heard of churches that have been
rent in twain by men who, if proper:
care had been exercised, would never | ballot, open voting, or any of the de-
The made of |

mined by cach church for itself; a!

pastor  These will of course be
ister or any clique.  As to the man-
ner of tneir choice, by nomination,

tails that may arise, they are all per-
fectly immaterial to the principle in-
volved, and cach church can follow
the plan which seems best to itself,
So also with reference to the perman-

“visitors to see the applicant who re- | ence of the office ; there used to be
Fport at the next meeting, and upon  an  almost  superstitious feeling=on

this point.  “ Once a deacon always
a deacon,” was the firm belief of the
great majority, but of late yeaas there
has grrown up a conviction, especially
in Canada, that this is not a matter
of principle, and that with our
migratory population, with the mark-
ed change which a few years makes
in every congregation, it will best
conduce o the efficiency of a Diacon-
ate, to get the best men into office,
and to limit their term of service,
The churches adopting  this idca,
alike with those holding to the per-
maneat plan, violate no New Testa-
ment principle as to the office.
Although we only find these two
offices distinctly noted in the apos-
tolic churches, there were doubtless
others as their various needs sugyest-
ed. Therc was a treasurer to the
little company following the Master,

broad lines of action supposed, the l
details will be filled up by ecach in- ,
dividual church as shall seem best ;
to itsell. We have no cast-iron
forms of procedure, of order, or of
worship.

< siemn duty to choose only to the:and a trcasurer must have been a

pastorate men whose character fits | tecessity in the infant church at
them for its important duties: tool.l‘f"'_-lsal'-‘m- when the believers sold
often the man of fluent speech, of | their possessions, and bringing the.
ready tongue is fixed upon with  Proceeds laid them at the apostles
scarcely a thought as to other and | feet. One doubtless was chosen for

‘this matter. So also it must have

here to enter into the question of | First asto membership.  \We be-
the cause of this state of things, at| Jieve that none but converted men '
least just now, but to draw attention  4nd women should be admitted into
to other facts. It has cver been the | the fellowship of Christ’s Church on | life 2 What has been his record in
fate of carnest reformers to succeed, | casth, those who profess Him with previous fields of labour? Is he!
eventually, in securing the result|yhe tongue, and whose lives are in ac- | truly a pastor of the flock, does he
aimed at, though they themselves | cord with their profession. It is the, care for the lambs of the fold > Ha.
are worn out in the struggle. The | duty of every church to guard, as far ' he a large, loving, sympathizing
mother who, whep young, was the ' a, possible, agamst the introduction heart? Has he executive abilities as
attraction of a social circle, becomes | of improper persons into its midst, ' the head and leader of a church? 1t
buried in her materaal duties, lov-" 2 church may be decetved just as an | may be said, you are putting before

more important matters. Not only
is he “apt to tcach,” but does he
wear the white flower of a blameless |

ingly rendered, and lives in the chil-
dren she now leaves to carry on in
widening circles the influence she in
one circle erewhile exerted.  Shall
wce -ay that her hfe became a fail-
ure?  Follow the individual and
family histories of members of that
chur.h of twenty yvears ago and
what is found > Muany of those
fa-nilics are still retain ng and sus- |
taining their old  donominational
connexion, lLiving the foundation,
we trust, for much future work and |
love ; others have departed to work
in other parts of the world ; and in
that city, as we look into the
churches of other denominations, i
we find foremost among them our |
old friends of that church of twenty
years ago, who are thus carrying the |
principies and the spint cbtained |

. stdcred respectable.

- fluence, and leads to its adoption by
impraper persons  from

.sought connection with a certain

individual, it may err in its estimate

. of the se who seck its fellowship, but !

it certainly  should cndeavour to!
know them aright. There are three '
sources of danger in the admission |
of members. There is first the fact
that church membership is now con- |
In small com-
murnties especially, 1t carries with it
a certain amount of weight and in-

unworthy
motives. We have heard of a man
who openly declared that he had

church because it was to his worldly |
advantage. Then there is the fact,
for fact it is, that some ministers are !
more anxiousforthe numerical results
of thei: labours than for the spiritual
results | they want to be able to say

and nourshed in the church of theird that there have been so many ad-
carl or years, into odia and alion | Gitions to the Church during their
conmunitics,  whicls - communitics , pastorate as a proof of their success.
are thus bang bronght, though | There is yet further the temptation
undcr other other name- ‘and what ! to which pastor, officers and people
isinaname? to a constantly in-|are alike exposed, of opening a wide
creasing newness to the faith and | door to men of wealth and social
polity of our Primitive Christianity.  standing without sufficient know-
And that state of things is to be ledge of their character. It is thoughe

|

seen, not merely in that aty but th < to be so advantagzius to get a large
If that is fadure, ;

whole world over.
Congregationalism then has failed,
but if the infusion of life everywkere
i> doing the Master’s work, the work
has been, nay, we hope is being,
done. Our work may be the quiet
talking as to Samaria’s daughter by
the curb stone of a well, whilst
others raise the turrcted tower or

cloud piercing spire, but the things

subscription and an inlmence that
may draw .n others of a lik~ worldly
position, that the essential clements
of fellowship——faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ and love to His cause—
are sometimes lost sight of. All
this and everything like it is to be
devoutly and prayecfufly guarded
against ; the introduction of mem-
bers is one of the most solemn duties

us and bidding us look for an im-!
possible character, for an angel in
fact ; perhaps so, better 2 high than
a low aim even if cannot be fully .
reached. ;

Here will be apparent the value of
taking counsel with other churches
and their pastors. Few churches,
country ones especially, are in a
position to know and examine the
antccedents of ministers who come
to them. They only judge by the
the papers presented, often old and
worthless.  Their safest plan is with- |
out doubt to scek the advice we have !
indicated, and to act upon it. We'
have no hesitation in saying that
threc-fourths of the ministerial diffi-,
culties which arc constantly occur- |
ring, and which arc so disastrous to .
churches, might thus be avoided. ,

The only other officers that we |
positively trace in the carly church:
are *deacons.” Men whose duties!
relate as we believe to the sccul.nr-1
ities of the church, who attend toits
finances, have the carc of its poor, |
serve tables, and all similar duties;
arising in such a conncction. We|
know that some good men amongst
us claim that the office of deacon is
spiritual as well as sccular. While
not agrecing with this view, we would
say that the deacons should without
doubt be as far as possible men who
combine spiritual with secular gifts,
able, if needs be, to conduct the
prayer and other meetings of the
church, to visit and comfort the sick,

and help in such ways the one man

had a secretary who wrote to the
Gentile churches the result of the
conference at Jerusalem. In our
modern churches there is a vast
variety of such extra officers: clders,
directors, committees, choir leader,
and <o on—not to mention the Sun-
vay School teachers, who are truly

‘church officers—all perfectly legiti-
" mat~ and in harmony with our vrin-

ciples—and all chosen, as they should
be, by the peaple. Many other details
of church working might of course
be touched upon, but it would far ex-
ceed our limits. Church-meetings,
Divine service, discipline, dismissals,
Lord's Supper and all such can be
determined by the church meeting
in one place, as also what is some-
timics a source of irritation, the order
of worship. Let each church for it

sclf adopt the order it feels most

. profited by, and all will be well.

We have worshipped in churches of
our order covering a wide area of
diversity, from the severely simple to
the most ornate, where the English
Church prayers were used in their
entirety, Psalins of the day and re-
sponses chanted in full cathedral
style.  Yet the pastor of that church
is the author of a work advocating
our distinctive principles and onc of
the most distinguished chairmen of
the Congregational Union of Eng-
land and Wales. If the church pre-
fers that form who shall say it nay?
In the practical working of our prin-
ciples the oil that will make the
machinery move easily s love, the
manifestation of the spirit of 1 Cor.
xiil. With this spirit prevailing we
would not hesitate to give any ques-
tion to a meeting of the church, for
the majority will not override the
minority, and the minority will not
offer a factious opposition to the
majority. Itis sad when either of
these things takes place, and sa

but little for the spintual life of the
church. Alas, that it ever should



