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'RINVG OUT' THE OLD, RING IN
2'IIE IV£,W."

T HEr- long contcmplated change in theý
for-m of the INDEPZSNDENT, cornes

into fo *rce witli this issue. It has passed frot-.i
the rnonthly to an cight-paage wveekly. Vie
last issue coratained valedictoty -%ords; with
this ive bring salutation to ail our nîany
fricnds. «"A happy New.year" to ail; not
only new iin brighter haopes and broader suc-
ccss, but albo newv as regards aur literary
inessenger ta the cliurchcs. We hope our
new-dressed friend may hiave as warm a
greeting from its many patrons, as it sends
to thrni in this time of pleasant wishes.,

10 is impossible to pass away from the aid
servant of our Canadian Churches without a
grateful retraspect. For a quarter of a ctn-
tury, it lias served us as welI as its Iimited
capacities wouid ailow. It has dcfendcd
aur principles nobly, and has been an the
side af wvhat ive deem right. Its caiumns
have beeti rcpasitoriesof tbebrightest thoughts
of aur people-the thought bath of aut
pulpits anîd our pews. It has brought its

ent takecs a liv.c intcrcst in lti-lakes it up-
scks ta incrcasc its circle af patrons-it wili
bc remavcd from cvcn the shadow of appre.
licrision. Vc airc confidcnt ive have a place
amonl the journals of aur land, IVe have
principIcs ta enunciate wlîich arc worth enuii-
ciating ; ive have plans ta propose wlîich are
worth considcring There are errars wvhich
wce should hiave a hand ini remaving. There
is a raillennial brightness which we shouid
hielp ta bring about. And if we ai believe
thisL, both at head-quiartcrs, and out in the
field, the best energies wiil nat bc grudgcd ta
niake aur venture a success. To ail our
churches, as wvell as ta aIl ather Cbristian'
churches, ive send aur kincily grecting.

- STR ENG TH.

S TRObTG men arc ivantcd everywhere te-,
day. But ivhen wvere they net wanted?

When werc wveaklings desired in Chiurch or
State, or anywhcre eIse ? Men cf steadiast
ivili, ai patient endurance, ai uinflinching per-
severance, have alvays been in demand; but
it scems as if they wvere ini greater dem and ta-
day than tlîey ordinarily are.

Strong men are cailed for by the Chu rch-
they are needed in the Church, and the
Churcli is lookcing ta every point of the comT
pass for ±Jicm. Wii] it find them ? Whiere

monthly burden cf news eccktsiastic; the will it find tbem? How will it find themn?
daings and gatlierings ai aur people at home It must find them! It mnust find them, ar its
and abroad. Nor cari we forget the labours work li net be done-the end af its exist-
ai the rue-liearted brethren who have had ence wIl nt be attained.its supervision and guidance. Their task [t must. find -them for its rnistry. No
%vas often ciifficuit, and sometimes unreinuner- pigrny bas any business to accupy any posi-
ated ; but they fulfilled it for the sakce af the tion of responsibility and leadership ; and,
churches they love, and they deserve and certainly, na pigrny lias aiîy business ta be
have tie grateful rem 'embrance af those they ini the Chîristian munistry. Vie inay Ialr it
have servcd se long. Just as we do not part down au~ a rule, that God neyer intended a
withi the aid year and greet the new without small, puny rnan-mentally, niorally, spirit-
mingled feelings; so we do not sec the aid ually-to be the everseer, the guide, th-e
journal giving place ta the new ivithout con- director, the teacher, of his brethren. Howv
fiicting sensations. can ignorance make men intelligent? How

The nen' paper will make a boki venfure can dulness make men keen ? How can
for success. IVe shall endeavour ta make it lethargy make men active ?
bath spirited and spiritual. It will be racy Strong men are God's men in every hour of
and at thc same time thorough. Viherever it emergency ; and they are God's men fer
secs the manifestation of the Christian spirit, every hour--ernergency or no cmcrgency.
it will flot be slow to weicome it, and vuher- Luther, Wesley, Chai mers-men of th rt
ever it secs anything militating against the stamp, meii af streng minds, -of streng hîcarts,
liberty and us-fulness of the Christian church, ai strong characters and lives-such men are
it ivili net be slow ta dissent. While speak- always His clect enes; sucli arc thc men
ing riglît eut in meeting, it wîll ever respect whomn He appoints te do every îvork of Mo-
the riglits ai others, preierriîig ta err on thc ment in the world. And sudh certainly arc
side of charity, than severity. thc men whonî Hie awns ini the Christian

No paper can expect ta live in these days miiiistiy in aur generation.
af wide-spread literature, unless it is live and The church mnust find strang mcii for its
sparkiing. Everything that will make the membership. Of course there is reon withJin
INDEPENDENT efficient, readable, and wel- its pale for îveak men tea. One cf its designs
camne, ivili be attemptcd by the publishers. is that it shall bc a hospital, ivîcre the mor-
But success does net alone depcnd upon the aliy sick shall find healing. There must bc
publislier-the recipient has some share in it. provision fer cducating and enîîoblîng nmen.
If thc people are slowv ta help aur ncw yen- There must be iiieans employed for their ad-
ture, andM'ait un Lii it shall becemne a success, vanceinent: in ail the Christian virtues and
instead ai helping it ta become a success, graces. The church weicomes broken, heip-
iLs work wiil be up-hil; but if evcry recipi- 'less, infirmmen ; but it wili neyer do if, ail

within its cic arc of that class. You must
have whiole men to care for, to nurse, those
that arc sick. You must have meni of vitaiity
and vigar, ta deali with those that are worn
out, exhausted ; and these must be found
apart from what is cailed Ilthe ministryY"
" The ministty," standing by itself, can ac-
cornpii but little for Christ and meni. It
mnust be supported by some portion at least
cf the mcmbership. Ordinary Christians
preachi as effectiveiy as do ministeis.. Office
docs nat necessariiy increase a man's power
of rendering service ta God. [t. is passible
fer the ieast known-the least conspicuous cf
Christ's brethren, ta do better work for Him
than the best knouwn-the most conspicuous.
Character, aiter aIl, decides a manàs capacity
oaf usefuuncss, and flot position.

Strang mien-nmen who have a great soul
ini themn, wiil do good work, must do good
îvark, wlierever you put them, and ne others
can do good wark. We ne.ed such mien, then,
as dcacons, Sunday school teachers, ta take
part ini aur prayer-meetings, ini ail depart-
mnents cf authority. But where shall they bc
iaund ? And how? The answer is re "ady.
God must furnish them: God makes every
iYaz that appears in this warld. God makes
cvery "m iat," we say; friends niake some
things that are calleil men, Society fash ions
sorne abjects that pass accasionally for meni.*
But we insist an thiis,,that God produces
every truc man-evcry man cf might; every
man who has. been a réal powèr in his day,
bas camne fram God. Not that He furnishes
them apart from ordunary agen dies and ins-
trumentalities. He furnishes them, indeed,
by means of these.,' There is no uiracle in ail
this. The Elijah, the Paul, came ini a natu-
rai way; but it is a natural way that is super-
natural, that is above the usuai level, out of
thc beaten track. Sa it foilc>ws that weéhave
something te do besides indolently waiting
for them. We may heip ta secure them-
îvhat cati we do ?

The church shouid be a better school, a
better traîning-institution than it has been as
yet. [t is doing a fair amaunt of pre-conver-
sion work ; but îvhat about its past-ccnver-
sien work ? Vihat is it trying ta do in the
way oî educating, systematically and tha.
roughly educating, those -whom it receives
inta its communion. We cati accomplish a
great deai, if we only set aur heats an making
our people intelligent and thoughtful. It is
flot for us ta say what rnachincry will best
answer the purpose ; but the means will be
iscovered when the end is right. But the

church rnrust do something definite for the
grounding of its xiembers in the knowledge
and faith cf their religion. If it does not, It
can neyer look for strength ini its mernbership.

Tlien there must be a constant iooking up-
A'ard ta lieaven, The rule fer everything ini
:his world is:- Do yaur best yourself,,'but
after ail, lean upori God; use your own"
power, but trust -ini Divine power-.and 'that'


