
CONGREGÂTIONAL UNION MEETING.

presence of the severai Amierican delegates, and Fipecially cf the Rev. Dr.
Beecher, who render&è ts such ample and v'aiuab1e service, in various
ways, conspired with what we have èîready namned te make the meeting
one of the most pleasurabie and effectiveD we have ever attended.

The sessions of the Union were liel in, Zion Church, of which the
Rev. J. G. Maniv is pas9tor, where the annual sermon was preached on
Wednesday Evening, June 8th, by the Rev. Dr. Wilkes, of Montreal,
from the words of our Lord, (John xiv. 28), "lIf ye loved me, yo wouid
rejeice, becauise I said I go unto the Fatlier, for nîy Father is greater
than I."

The theme was the duty and pleasure cf loving syxnpathy with Christ.
The sympathy cf Christ with luis peopie is a fact, fuli cf joy and sweetness
to, theni. Paul frequently refers te it. H1e is "a friend that sticketh
dloser than a brothier." But in our text, another fact chiefly presents
itseif. Christ dlaimis our syînpathy in the great end,, cf his miuistry and
death. We mnust not spend our strengthi oi reformns, and -what we cal1

"9practical " matters, but must tind oui "lupper and netLer springs"' in
loving and lofty sympathy with the Lord Jesuis. Hie speaks cf bis going
to the Father as thie ending cf a series cf trials ani agonies; and he looks
forward, down threugh ail the ages, te "lthe jey set. hefore Hini," that
rolis like an endless river, boundless, ani forever. He carne in iowly
guise, born cf a virgia ; ani in lowliness cf station Ilrew ini stature, in
faveur with God and man." Then, after waiting patiently for the time
to ceuie, lie wvent forth with delighit te Ris great work. His couintenance
bearned witlî heavenly liglit as He Ilwent ab)out <uggood." lie neyer
wvrought a miracle Nvithout a thrili cf pleasure. Bu t Hie was nîialigned
on every hiand; "'a maxi cf sorrews, ani acquainted with grief." At
last, p)assing over the brook Kedron, lie enters iiîto the garden, and
undergees His wvondrous ageny. Hie takes three disciples with lIirhi:
Hie must have syxnpathy! Mien, streke aftcr streke follows fast,-the
arrest, the trial, the mnockings and scourgings, the Cross; all for us!
and grace, in bearing away our sins throughi Ris blood, be-gets in us a
hatred cf thiem, and we rejeice in the tritumphs ef our risen Lord. Ilis
resurrection vindicatcd bis power ,)ver the grave, and gave us a pledge cf
His second coniing, when H1e shall place Ris foot on the neck cf the last
eaemy. The disciples oni Olivet, when lie ascended, ami the general
Assenibly and Churdli cf the First-bemn, with the Cherubini and Seraphini
befox'e the throne, ail rejoiced tegether in glad sympathy with Hisi,
wheni the IlEverlastin- doors " wcre Illifted up," and 11e entered into
Ris glory. Sucli synîpathy shall we enjcy with Hum forever! Now, if
we would foliow Christ closely, we mnust cultit'ale tis sympathy! If we
have this, nothing will seem tee great te, do for Him. Nýothing s0
greatens andl digifies lîuman nature as this sympatlîy with the plans and
purpeses cf the Mighty God!

"If ye loved me ye would rejcice,"-what mighty interests biang upon
that Ilif!" Many proefrss that they love lIim; but are they in hearty
sympathy withi Hum î Let us each ask, (le rny tenderest, profouadest
sympathies go out teward the Lord Jesus Christ, Ris work, His cause,
Ris people 1" If net, oh, listen te the voice that invites you te, approach
Liai te niglit, IlConie tinte me, ahl ye that labor, and are heavy laden,
and I wiil give yen rest "' Let ail pray for this loving, lholy sympathy,


