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wlîtich doei the, nost to ' seek avnd to tuave thle lest' .. If the ChitrChI
does xiot save the world, then the world will sink the churcli."

Third. Professoed CIhrii.~ans should (Io nothiing upon wvhich tlîoy can-
iiot ýisk the blcssiDg of ý Imighity (md. Prayer is a test of Chri.stiani
(2011(uct.

XVith the stitexuent of t]iest, seif-evident truths, Nwe reniark that a
clim-cli sustains the <lrink.ing etistoîuis Iby toluerating iiioderate drinkzing,
particularly wiinc-bibbing, «iiuougý a cla.ss of it.4 nieliils.lrs. Ili our citlies

1u( larger towns 1 iar-tictl-l, a cass of chur-ch niexnbeîii drink wine.
Proof is xnt necessarv tliv fsîct is well known. Thieir influence to lure
vouth lx) the mwiue-eup is greater thanl the influence of non1-professors.
Several yelirs ago a vouith left hiis teetotal, Christiani hlomle in the
countr'y, to reside in Boston. Elc coiimcctcd iraseif withi a Sabbath
,-1100ool, ehre, iii two years, lit, foriied nîany acquaintances. Ainig
his associates were two youtl.s older than himself, who, werc niembers of
the chiurchi. Our young. friend, thoughi fot a Christian, hiad neyer drank
a glass of intoxicating liquor. At the solicitation of these two professed
Christian youing mien, lie took his first glass of winc ; andl lie becanie .1
druiikard. Iiad uîot those two wine-bibbing associates been professos
of religion, lie would liave refused their invitation. But lie reasoned
thus Tihese voinig iiien belun, to tbe churecli I 1d(o not. If àt he
riglit for thien to drink wviie, it riiinot be wronig for iiue.'' After teîi or,
twelve years of initenîplerauie, this vomin an reforrned ; ani lie waS
converted to Christ two years tigo. XVe hiad the pleasure of taking hini
by the biand, -ind ire,,eiving these facts fromi bis Lips.

Rev. I)r. Cainpbell, of London, said, IlI can teli you that there lias
scarcely been an instanice requiring froni mie the exercise of churcli dis-
cipline, or the exclusion of nicuibers, wlichl lias not arisen through strong
drinik."

Dr. Guthrie, of EdIiburghi, says, IlI have seexi no less than ten clergy-
inen, withi whiorn I have sat down at the Lord's table, deposed through
drink."

And Rcv. Williami Jay, of Bath, says, I l one montli, not less than
seven dissenting ministers camne under rny notice, who wvere suspended
through intoxicating drinlk."

The oldest pastors, both in Europe and America, are a ' unit ini their
testiniony that the xnost prolifie cause of discipline is intemperance. 0f
course mioderate drinking is tolcrated by thc churel, otherwise there
would scarcely exist a case of drunkeniness to be disciplined. Drunkards
are madle of moderate drinkers. Driliking is tolerated until it grows
scandaloas by excess.

Again, a church sustains tIe drinking customs by treating - s mioder-
ate-drmnking members with as mnust respect and confidence as it does
members who practice total abstinence. This iimplies that moderate
drinking is not an evil,-that total abotinenoe is not more worthy of re-
spect than wine-bibbing. Some of these men arc madle pastors and dea-
cons--only a few in Massachusetts, we grant, thougli enough to compro-
mise some of our churches in the matter. Some are madle superintend-
ents and teachers i Sabbath-schools. Somne are elected to, positions of
trust and influence in benevolent societies. Some are offioers in Chris-
tian associations and conférenceS. Some manage Christian and Sabbath-


