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nmake a better division than this,—those who
arc drawing neurer and nearer to God, and
those who lmve their backs turned upon Him.
As Llook at this congrogation to-night, I see
every man and woman belcnging to one of
these. Xour faces are lifted to God, and you
are yiclding 1o the blessed influences of the
Holy Ghost, or yon have come urder thein-
fluences of mnother spirit, whose object is_to
destroy body and soul in everlastingruin.  You
aro certainly under one or theother of the scat
this moment. And as certainly as you are
under one or the other of these will your lifo
be lived, and in one or other of those goals,
heaven or hell, will your life end.

Both heaven and hell arconly the coatinuancs
of the Jife oz carth. ¢ Astbetreefalleth, so it
lies.” 1t is but a prolongation of our course
here on earth, The pathof the just is a con-
tinual approach towards perfection, so that
even th.se around us htve clear vision of
whithar we are going. When we have passed
within the veil, u blossedeternity will be spent
in continually apprcaching nearer to Him.  And
as the ages roll on, we shall sce more and more
of His beauty, and be more and more conformed
to His image, and be always approsching that
centre of inconceivable love, an %e lifted to the
height of the indescribab'e glory which belongs
to Him. Ag this is true of the one end of
human life, it is also true of the other, that the
life?of the man of the world is a continual wan-
dering from Geod, and receding further and
farther from Him. He is on the wrong line;
and every month and every year will take him
further away.

O men and women who have your backs
tuined on God, you may be seen in your pew
in church week by week, and year hy year, and
yet your heart isonly getting further and far-
ther from God, and while sitting in your pew
you are by a centrifugal force being scnt itto a
region of darkness and unbelief, you dre being
cast sway from His presence. The chaing of
hell are beirg wound around yo .~chains forged
by ycurscives, and under this influence yon are
going further and farther from God, deeper and
deeper into sin, §nd you are being prepared for
the prolongation of the same condition of life
hereafter.  And when the sentence goes forth,
—*He that is unjust, let him be unjust still,
and he that is filthy, let him be filthy still,”
and the voice of the Judge pronounces the
doom, *“ Depart, ye eursed, into everlasting
fire,” from that moment forward you wilk be
throughout cternity wandering further and
further frem the true cent e of your being, “a
wandering star, for whom is reserved the black-
ness for ever.”

Now, let us proceed to ask what it was thal
made these men turn back upon Christ. How

wes it they came so near, and then wore Joss ¢
Rather let us say, Hew is it that so many inour
own day come so near, are brought under such
blessed influences, and yet are lost? Ido not
know anything more mournful than thist Ttis
& mournfal thing, indeed, to look upon the self-
destroyed sinner,—upon the man, for exumple,
who spends his day in the pablicshouss, who
desecrates his home and ruins his family; bat
oven this is not 8o tragical a spectacle as thatof
the man who comes so near Christ and then
S8INES INTO A DARK, GODLESS HELL!
To boso near, and yesbanished sofar! To hava
been “almest persuaded,” yet tobe lost! To
be brought to the very door of heaven, and
then cast down to hell! This is a terrible
thing, is it not? Do euch things happen?
Woal.: to God I conld impresk on those whe
are living respeetable lives, hut are not Chiis-
tians, ¢hat they are on the road tobe lost! Do
you think that by coming to church, you have
your passport to glory? To say this, we must
snbvert the whole revelation of God. The
rel‘gion of God is a ?iﬁmal thing; itis not a
thing of feshion. It is that which we must
possess. There is no escape from it.  Respect-
able men and women, people who havo their
Gospel privileges, like the Jews of old, come
within a step of Christ, then turn their bucks
and wavder further and further, until eternity
finds them in the outer darkness, amid the
weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth.
ow was it,we ask again? How wag it
that they did not value the gift which Christ
offered them? 'What was the gift? St. Peter
can relt us, Peter, when asked, «“ Will ye also
go away 2’ answered, “ Lord, to whom can we
go but unto Thea? Thou hast the words of
everlastinglife.”  Peter made a great discovery;
it was that Christ had the wordsof everlastin
life. He had lefthis home, and turned his bac
upon his country; he had found semething
better—¢“the words of cverlasting life.” He
had foundthese. The present worid might be
good enongh for his brother-men, but com-
munion with the Mysterious Being he followed
had brought him to a grand discovery. He
had found at last everlasting life! It was a
reality ; and when Jesus Finted at the possibility
of his'going back like the rest, ho retmted the
idea of it, becauss ht had had from Jesas that
which all the wide world comld not have given
him—eternal life. ¢ Lord, to whom shall we
go? Thou hast the words of everlasting life.”
Now, I ask, Havc you been true to the wants
of your own nature? Have you done justice
to the wants of your own soul?  As the multi-
tude gathered round Jesus, He told them that
Heo was “ th: bread of life.” He said, too, that
if they drank of Him they should never thirst
It was a glorious revelation, and & necessary



