
SIJB-EXCURSIONS.

Tif IRD.-On the -27th May about thirty members and their friends
met at the Post Office at the îîsual hour-.), p.ni. 'Those connected
-with the geological branch proceeded, under the leadership of Messrs.
Ami and Stewart, to examine certain expoures near the Queen's
Wharf and Rideau Hall, having witb tiieni Professors Bailey and
Mashews, of New Brunswick, who had been ini attendance at, the
mIeetings of the Royal Sociei.y. T.he rest of th~e party-ninefeen in
number-preferring the botanical and entoniological branches, ma'le a
-visit to, Cave Creek. This is butt a siuialIt streani and is iinteresti' g ondy
from the fiiot that it disappeîîrs iindier Iedges of Iiinestone ,tt àl short
-distance in the rear of Jtidge Bo.u's house az.d re-appears at, *bout an
'equal distance ou the oplxisite side of the Rlichinond Rtoad, having, an
underground course of several hundred feet. The fields and woods in
the îieiglibourbood were explored, and 1-lants and insects collected.
About four o'clock the party gathered under a spreading niaple to listen
to the "talks " of the Leaders. INdr. Fletcher urged the value of
botanical studies frorn an economical a-9 well as scientifle standpoint,
and explained the object of making collections and the methocis which.
.should Ibe 1)ursued in their subsequient study and investigation. lie
then discussed s-everal of the plants collected duiing the " outing "
pointing, out the distinctive features and showiîîg that in niany instances
t'-ie, scientifie naies Nvere descriptive of these characteristics, pnd that a
knowledge of the derivation and incaniing of the naines %vas couse-
ýquently often of cousiderable assistance in deterrniuing species. Mr.
Harrington fol1owved wvitli a few remarks on the insects observed. 0f
these, the rnost conspicuous and handsome were two flue eKampilles of
the Luna niotb, .1lftacits luna, wvhich liad bcen found by a, youug lady.
Selrvudria rosoe, the rose-sawfly or siuig, hiad been seen on bushes in. the
garden é',f ùug oa Tvigts of larchi were shown ;vbwiclh hail been last
year attacked by another sawvfly, Nfemalus ericltsonii, but the inseets
were appareiitly not yet ovipositing this season. *C'alosoina calidum
-was mcntioned as the largcest .Ottwa represeîitative of the Carabidze, a
family of beetles whose habits were briefly ex>lained as predatory and
beneficial. Exaniples of one or two other fintilies wýere aise exhibited,


