
and in as, few words as 1 can, how we xnay know a Squirrel when we

see it, and in wvhat, resp)ects it differs frein other animais.

A concise sketch wvas here given of blt classification of the animal

kcingydon, and the Sqirr-iels 'vere traced down stop) by stol) to the

1{oden-tiaýi.

By an examination of the littie animal in question we learn at

once Iliat, it bb-loiigs to the order of rodents. The animais of this

order are easilv distinguished by the arrangemeat of their teeth.

They have no canine teeth, the incisors or cutting teetli beingt for

the most part only t'vo in eacli jaw, large and strong and a vacant,

space between thei and the molars or grinders. The front teeth have

plate of liard enamnel on the outside wichl Nvears mnore slowly thial

the substatnce of which the rest, of the teeth is composed, for this reason

the teeth always romain sbarp, acquiring a chisel like form, wve1l adapted

for cutting or gynawing; and unlike the teeth of most other aniniais,
they are aIlvays grlo;ing froin a feshy puIp at the base so, tliat con-

pensation is made for wear at the cul ting ends. Something over six

hundred difibrent, kinds of rodents have beea deseribed and are to be

found in nearly every part of the grlobe; abolit one hundred species
have been describcd as belongring, to North America.

IHaving, locatecl our little fLiend amnong the Roclentia, it is noces-

sary to follow 1dm just a littie furtber in order to find out who lie is.

The divisions in the order are called flunilies, eacli fanxily liaving, sorne

peculiarity comunonl to itself. Among tlue first of the family namnes wve

find that of Sciuridoe, deriving their namne froin a corruption of two

Greek wvords, sIkia, a shade, and oura, a tail, froni a habit they bave

of curling, their tailq over and along their backs so as te forin a kind of

shade. They are described as animais of rather snuall size with great

variation in color, their bodies being, Iongish, eyes large and brighit,
cars ereet, upper ip, always divided, the posterior linibs longer than
the anterior, the former have five tocs and the latter only four
-with a ttubercle cov'3red with an obtuse nail in place of a thnimbl
tail long, with bashy-hait and generally distichious or divided laterally

having, somnewhat the appearance of a thiçk feather, Ail the species of


