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The following is taken froni "The
Present Needs of a 1'ernperance Re-
form," by Jesse H. Griffen. WVe select
the portion on " I ,icense.ý" which is flot
dwelt upon in the other articles in this
paper. 'l'lie writer says:

L.icense laws arc flot necessarily
restrictive. H ack drivers, expressmnen,
vendors of vegetabies, etc., are licensed,
flot that less accommodation should be
given for the transportation of passen-
gers o, -.-erchanaise, or that fewer vege-
tables should he sold, but for the pro-
tection of their busin1 ess. But 1 will
be told that licenses to seil liquoirs are
flot lk'these, and are oniy granted to
a ccU 'in Class of individuais. Tree;
and if there 'vas no other objection to
our liquoir license system, this one
feature should condemin it with every
Arrerican citizen. l'he creation of a
privileged ciass--as is contemplated in
any such licensc, system-by selling to
.a few the priviicge of indulging in acts
Vhich others aie prohibited froin doing
~began with inonarchie;-, belongs *tu
monarchies, and is atagonistic to
cvery fuandamental principie of Repub-
lican governmient. But soine may zlaini
that -"highi license " is restrictive ; but
what does experience teach ? 1 t gen-
erally at first reduces the number of
pl-aces where liquors are sold, but in no
-case lias it permnanently rcduced the
quantity of liquor soid iior the evils of
intenmperance. After the high license
systei had i)eefl in operation in
Nebraska more than a year the Presi-
dent of the 1Brever's Association in that
State savl, although thev opposed the
enicinment of the Iaw, thev now found
t1hat as iticli beer had been sold. and
as it .1ave dhemn more responsible cus-
toiflets, there liad been less trouble in
inaking collections, and it had been a
bencfit to their trade. The Nebraska

M~'/w/t/--apaper that advocated the
adop)tion of the law-after a year and a
half of trial, said :'*A $500 or a $i,ooo
license bias no more effect upon item-
perance in Nebraska than a tax on
brîistone would have on the condition
ofilost souls.",

If a <'high license " system shouid
be adopted for the city ot New York
that would close up one-third of the
ten or fifteen places frequentiy to be
found on a single block where liquors
are sold (or, for instance, the Sixth
WVard of the city of Philadeiphia, where
there is a saloon for each seven voters>,
we would at once heur the dlaim that
" high license " had done wondrous
things for temperancu. But can any
sane person seriously believe that it
wouid reduce the quantity of liquor
sold ? Experience in other places
teaches that it would oniy close the
places where the ieast was soid and the
least harmn done. and give the others
more patronage.

But some tell us "4high license"
would close up the lowest drinkirig
saloons and " trake the business moire
respectable." (?) Would this be any
better if it did ? Nay, it wouid be
worse. Whatevcr gives *to any vict an
appearance of respectabiiity oniy makes
it s0 much more ailuring and dangercus.

M4'y eyes are pained whenevz~r 1 eass
the low, vile dens, where whiskey passes
over the filthy counter and sanded
floor; yet these places give me but
littie concern in conîparison witb the
gtuiided taloons, where the poisonou.
draught is served in fancy gcbiets over
the marbie siab ; where Satan iurks in
games of chance, or cards, or dice ; or,
witl, melodious sounds, t(. drown the
éstill srnall voice " of the mionitor with-

in, and lead th iinmd froni virtue's
paths away; seeking for their victims
those who wouid soar far above the
teniptations of the low tyroge ry. If
there is î,-y class of dramishops wvhich
we can a1.ord to tolerate, or for which
there is any justification, it is the dirtiest
of them Ail; for if there ;s any argu-
ment that justifies the toleïration of a
single dramshop anywhere, it is that
we have amnong us a class of persons
who, through the indulgence-and
with the sanction-of the State, have
destroyed their nianhood, and culti-
vated such a depraved appetite, that to
now deprive them of ail opportunity to


