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hold man no more, with the inhabitants
ofthe world. But another and another
grave opened, tells that all ages go down
there. It receives the youngest, the mid-
dleaged,as well as those whom years have
bentto the carth. Itisasolemn thoughs,that
the most robust, the healthiest, those who
bid fairest for a long life, are those whom
death marks as his own, whom he sclects
for his choicest arrow  He chooses them
out of a neighbourhood, and all are ar-
rested by the surencss of the aim, and by
the suddenness of the stroke. Are we
counting upen long life, and not fearing
the stroke of death? Does it excite 1o
uneasiness 1n us that others are cut down
in the midst of their days? 1o we know
whether we may not be the next abjects
of death’s sure archery ?  Why should he
passoverusand take others? Let not health
or youth speak flatteringly to any, when
death’s quiver seems so rapid in discharg-
ing its shafts. Do we not, as it were,
hear the rustling of death’s wing—the
noise as of his arrows cleaving the air?
—or do we not mark hisdark and hover-
ing shadow, as from the silent land he
makes his way secretly and noiselessl
over the world 2 Who can tell his
course? Who can tell whether that
course may not be to us ?

What is the message? ¢ Set thine
house in order : for thou shalt die, and
not live.” It is unnecessary surcly, to
prove the certainty of death, in the case
of any who have a place on this earth.—
That may be presumed to be sufficiently
well cstablished, and to have indeed been
proved in the remarks already made.—
Aund thereforc to every one, not as an
immediate address or summons from the
E;esence of Jehovah, as it was to Heze-

iah, but as pronouncing a truth which
cannot be gainsaid, announcing a decree
which cannot be resisted, it may be said :
¢ thou shalt die, and not live” What
matters it though it may not be immedi-
ately ? though the decree may not be
executed at once—if it is to be at some
tme? It matters comparatively litile,
whether it is to be soon, or whether it be
later; it isto be, and that is suflicient for
us. The difference of & fow years is of
no account, when the cvent itself is con-
siderad. It is the certainty of the event
itself which ought to impress us; “ thou
shalt die, and not live.” A respite was
given to Hezekiah even afier this mes-
sage by the mouth of the prophet. But
fifrcen years made all the difference —
Whio of us is it that is to see fifteen ycars
more of his lifc on earth? To many,
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that would not be a long life afier all —
But within these fifteen years what chan-
gesmay happen! And if death is a the
end of them; or let it be another, and
still another, fifteen years, death will
surely not be far away then: how em.
phatic should be the command or exhor-
tation: ¢« Set thine house in order; for
thou shalt die, and not live.”

In the first place, we are to prepare
our hearts for death—to put our souls in
a posture of readiness.  What docs death
imply 7 Whatis death ? What do we
live bere for 7 And where, or urto what
state of being, do we go at death? We
live here to glorify God. That must ob-
viously be the object for which we arcin
this world. But failing in that great ob-
Jject; but not only so, but dishonouring
God, breaking his commandments—do-
ing the very opposite of glorifying God :
Therefore it is that dcith is in"the world,
and it is appointed to us to die—and af:
ter death is the judgmenrt. Death is the
result of man’s failure in the great object
for which he was created, even to glorify
God - it is the punishment of his aposta-
cy, his rebellion, his sin; it is the inflic-
tion of God’s wrath against our race ; and
it but ushers the soul to the bar ot the
Judge, into the presence of God, who is
Judge of all the earth. But what prepa-
ration is necessary for that solemn event,
so momentous to the destinies of ourrace
and toevery individual ? It might be sup-
posed that we had but to await that ¢-
vent, that we bad but to wait our fate,
the decree affixing our eternal destiny.—
No, God bas revealed a remedial scheue,
suited to our state asrebels and sinners
against him, and intended to deliver us
from this state of rebellion and gailt,and
introduce us into the favour of God, and
into his presence in heaven. That
scheme has been appointed, has been ac-
complished, and is now revealed, and is
in operation through the ministry of
God’s word, and the agency of His Spi-
rit.

Set thine house in order. Give wel-
come to this scheme of mercy and recon-
ciliation. Belicve on the name of the
only begotten son of God. Receive the
gift of ctetnal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Be persuaded to entertain the
overtures of reconciliation, made to you
by an offended God—the very God a-
gainst whom you have sinned, and before
whom you are to appear. It is he who
has issaed this command—who said to
Hezckiah: « Set thine house in order,”
and who is saying so to cvery individual



