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and Head, and hience, weak and poor as it waa, it addressed
itself in a way that wvas simply rnarvellous to the work of send-
ing thes Gospel to the dark places of the earth.

So I mighlt gyo on did tinie permit. but enough lias been said,
1 think, to aflord ample justification for the assertion with
whichi I begyan. O Lher churches which originated about the same
time aA. urider like circuoestances as ourown livcd unqtxestion-
ably, but their life was largely, it seeins to me, and for a time, a
parasitie life; ours on the other hand wvas a life draivu, it is true,
from a divine founta:.n, but dep.endent for its existence and
gyr..wth on no huinan source. We need not feel sui-prise, therefore,
at the superstructare whielh has been reared on such a ioundation.

But, for I must hasten on, it cannot well be denied. ttiougb I
fear, especially in these imes, iL is too machl and too of ten for-
gotten, Lhat the character of a Church, its spiritutal arùivity and
growth, depends, to a largye extent, on the character of its minist-
ry. I go on, therefore. to say bhat, as the maLter appears to me,
our Ohurch was largely what I have described it as beinc, by
reason of the ministry voiichsafed Lo it by its King and Ilezd.
In my jndgment neyer was there a Ohurch more higrhly
favoured in this respect than our own. And when I refer to the
rninistiy as largely deterinining our Church character ati1d
work during ber formnative period, and that I consider to be,
perhaps, the fourth, the fifth and the sixthi decades of the present
century, I mean, very niuch the qiat.ive ministry, Lhoý,e wbo, in
the most liter.FI sense, were the Church's children, barn with-
in ber paie, and edupated on bier native soil and in bier own
institutions. Let ine not be imisunderstood. No one will sup-
pose, I hope, that I mean to cast tbe sligrhtest reflection upon the
fathers and brethren-honoured and beloved-who, from, time
to time, duringr the period of wbieh 1 amn speaking, came to us
from tbe fatherland, or to un-dervalue their work. But for
them, in inany places the Ohurch's lainp, wbich I;hey caused to
burn up brigrhtly, would have been extingyuishtd altogtether. 111
would iL becorne niy fathier's son .,do so. Nfany of thein I
knew intimately, and froin somne of them 1 received almost a
father's kindnoss. But from very necessity, it seetns to me, it ia
only a niinistry native to the soil, which eau, as a rule, best un-
derstand the spiritual necessities of their fellow-countrymen,


