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of the Gospel. But thoý,e wh'lo are responsible for moul ding the thouglit
of the higli-church clergy bave a profound and far-reaching theological
conviction. They start frcom a conception of nature, and th-~ process of
transmission of spiritual life, that inevitably leads to their theory and
practice of the niinistcrial office.

The Evangelical party in the Church of England, having clearly pet-
ceived the radical difference betweeil thernselves and the ritualists, have
sought to refute themn Nvith an carnestness '%vhettkd by fear of disaster to
their cominon religious heritage. Agrceing iundamentally as we do in
our conception of spiritual Christianity and of the Christian xninistry
ivith the average low-churchnian, whose lack of intercour.-e ivith us rests
mainly on social distinction, or on a use and -%vont that have their roots
in historical and national movements, we are bounid to sympathize with
hirn in his efforts to, maintain the protestantism, of his cliurch.

I propose thon to, examine two theorias as to the office of the holy
Ministry, hoping Wo show tliat our ]?resbyterian practice is in principle
biblical, catholic, andl rpirîtual.

THE DISTINCTION TO BE DRAWN DOES NOT PROPERLY LIE BETWVEEN
PRESBYTERIANISM AND EPISCOPACY.

They are niercly fornis if governnment. Both are growths moulded
largely by national experi :nce and character, and as we know them.
to-day they differ nmmci fr>rn the systeni of the Clxurch, of the Apostolie
agte, though the essence e'. Presbyterianism s undouhtedly einbodied in
the organization, of th,, ±Sew Testament.

Thiere arc, hoivever, twvc well-defined conceptions of the ministry
ivhich stand apar with startling distinctness. One dleclares for "4the
office of the priesthood and its succession froni tlit ministry of the
aposties "; Ilpriests are cntrusted with the mysteries of the sacranients,
the stewardship and ministry vi the Word, and the power of renxitting and
retaining sins.» Priests have th-" a special prerogatiei h nomn
of wvhich they caîx impart new grace Wo their felloiw-Christians.

According to the opposing doctrine, the act of ordination ini itself
confers no new spiritual endowment in virtue of whichi the minister is
able to dispense a distinctive grace, but orders are the outward recogni-
tion on the part of the Cb.iistian brotherhood, that certain individuals
ivho have hiad special advantagcs or gifts tire set apart for service in the
preaehing of the Word, the administration of the sacraments, and the
geiieral oversight of the spiritual interesta of their fellow-Christians.
The mnxistry is tixus Ilthe orgýaù of the corporate life of the church."

Let me ask you Wo consider first

THE SACERDOTAL. THEOUT OF TRE 3IDZISTRY,

while I examine its basis and seek to point out its practical results.
Historically and doctrinally this position will ho best understood if we
<4tart from the teaching as Wo the sacraments.

Inu Baptisin wve have the creation of a new heait, new affections, -new
desires, an aetual birth from above, a gift conaing down from, God
through the operation of Godl and the Ho]y Spirit" The bread and


