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andé ingenious ixnethods; and not a few of tie aids for teachers
publislied iii special.journals for thieir use, serve only to obscure
it. Thiey tend to substitute hiap-hazard gylitter for substantial
aud consecutive work. They secin to say "Ilere is a fine thing
ail iii shape for use ; take it into your schiool roomi to-o row
and sec if the pupilsw~ill. iiot enijoy it." Maniy of theni are
pernicious in thieir very formn. Here, for examiple, is a lesson
ail workzec out iii the formn of at dialogrue between teachier and
pupil. If it is usecl as it stands, it destroys the individufality of
the teachier anti iakes the exercise a inluii.-inery for the pupil,
since thiLe priiuted answers miust be put inito his iuouth to inake
the exercises gro off properly. Thie iatter of inany of these is
tiioroughrlly trivial, andi the iannier of themn characterized by
a sickly smairtniess and groodishniess whichi are. very obnioxious.
Suchi helps are pernicious. The-,re is no Place iii aiuy well
regulated school, rooni for thiese inadi-to-order lessons. Thie
I)est hielps for teachers are those wvhichi lead them to thinik
upon the purposes of their wvorkz and how miost efbectively to
attain thieini. Those who cain not profit by sucli helps oughlt
not Vo be found teacb)iing. NLo educationial journal can dIo your
planning and thinking for you ; andi by attenipting to do 50 it
iniisîcacis you anti weakens you. If it is juciciously edited, it
niay suggest to yoti new devices for accomiplisinig your ends,
but you inust sec liow to use themn and whien. Too niianiy of
these even miay do lutrin, since teaching is for the inost part
straighltforwvard workz, not cnningic contrivances. Sonme exer-
cises hielpful to teachiers inay also be proposed-languae,
exercises, arithmnietical. problerns, exercises iii reading,gceocrraphy,
and so on. For the niost part thlese are suggestive rathier than
exhaustive. Iiigeiiious teachiers c-an. invent others, Cf the type
for their own use as tiiey need thieni. Endless exercises can
be devised in sentence buildinig, false syntax, fractions, etc.,
but they hiave onlly a liiiuited use. Thiey are incidents of
teachiing, îîot its main reliance; grood, if wisely used for'
tiefinite purposes, but othierwise wvasteful and perhiaps perniicious.
The best hielps are alwvays those thiat hielp us to hielp ourselves.
and this me-ans that the best hielps for teachiers are not ready-
mnade lessons to be gabbled off to classes, but discussions of
principles, suggrestions Vo be cairried ont in your own way,
stimulating articles with quicker thoughlt or enthiusiasni, and
whiatever stirs you Vo think for yourself and put your owi-L
best thought and effort inito your wvork,."


