
OURI EDUCATIOXNAI PAST AND PItESENT.

Freîîch is not taughit. Thie faut is not questioned, andti thre is
no doubt that iL is desirable thiat b)otli languages should bec
Lalîlt ini ail our1 sehools. but, iii order to a ,jt apprecatlon

ofthe present status of tlîis subject ini our Englishi schools, it
is iiecessary to knowv the 1)ast history of the subýjeet of French
as a school. subject. Iii our Normal Sehool Luis subJect lias
receiVed special attention fri Leconm ceent11(ea
l)rofessor of French, and eac.h teachier sent fortV fromn the
.Normial Sehiool hias beenl obiiged to take a Lhor-ough course zind

pasai exaînination iii Frenîch. I)uring the past fe,ýv years
the tiniie given to this su1bject iin the INoi-iial lias beeîî more
thian doubled, and the inistructor iii Frnhlias beexi raised to
the ranik of an1 or-dinary professor, givinig aill lier Limie to this
sub.ject. Under our Board of Exanîjuiers, French is rqîc
for ail acadeiiiîy andi nodel school diplonias and for first-CLass
eleiiieîîtary diploias -. but it is optional. for sec(iid and third-
class eleînentary diploias. In the last examniation, ont of
104 teachiers wlio tookz second-class eleiiieintarty di plomias, 47
Passed ini Frenchi 'îltlîoul gi iL wvas optioîial. witlî Lliî.

Iii our superior sciîoois the sub*ject, of iFrench is conîpulsory,
and forîns onîe of the stîl).jeets of the animal written examna-
tion ; and at the examination ini âme iast, out of 1,259 pupils,
1,169 were 1)re,,seitc(i for examniation ini Frenich.

In the elenîientai-y sehlools of the citles, towins and villages
the sub et of French is also regularly taughit; and during thîe
past few years no subýjeet lias received. so imch attention at om'
educatioiîal gahrnsas Lhe snubect of Frenich, the Ibest text-
books to be used anîd the best iînethods of teachiing it. Our
text-books in Frenchi have been prel)are(l ly oui' owii teacliers,
and a nev omie lias just been added to the Eist f rom wvhichi good
resuits are expected. Tie best teacliers of' Frenclh fromn a
distanice luave beeîî invited to rive us the i)eiiehit of their
exI)erience ini the best niiethods of teacliîg thîis subJect; and
soine of our own teachers have talzen advantagre of the noted
sumîner scliools of lainuages nii order to qualify tleieseives for
the best workz iii this subýjeet, andti thy hiave ini turil given
othier teacliers the advaîîtages of tlîcir experience in our con-
ventions and siuînmier schoois,, and iin speciai classes for teacliers
orýganized for this purpose. Ili fact, iL inay be said thiat no
subject of thec sehiool course has been so 1)eri'sieiitiy and
entlîusiasticaily discussed by our eclucational. bodies during
the past few yeýars as this subjeet. lIt cannot, be said, thierefore,
that wve are indifferent in reference to the teaching of thiis
subject, or that -we hiave xieglected to takze the necessary isteps


