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*bat was said and bow it was said. Tbere was a very small
COniregation, tbe members of Assembly present no. being
Mo're tban could be counted on the fingers of one band. I
feIt disappointed in this. COn the Tuesday and Wednesday

~'&glls of 'impatience were mnanifested and given expression ta.
Tht Clerk intimated from is place tat there were still

ILVentY itemns af business on the docket to dispose of. A time
hntwas flxed for speakers, and afterwards business wastUsbed througb double quick. On the Thursday 1 absented

'l'yself and leit for home, but betore doing so paid a 4isit
11 anatber Assembly in the good city of Kingston, but a very
difrent one--the Penitentiary. Thus ended my visit to the
Genteral Assembly. Since then 1 bave often thought and
"'lused on mnatters in general. A good deal of these tboughts
îlod miusings bave been occasioned by the state of matters in
en11 Dominion in matters pol'itical and religious, and with
YOur permission I would like to offer a few remarks on some
?Oints in connection with the Assembly's work, the duty of
It8 members and mem bers of the Church in general.

Ta my mind two things stand out prominently. One is that
there is too mucb work for the Assembly to do in the Iimited
býle. Sô many being there apparently able and eager to do
It tends ratber to hinder than to facilitate despatch. As a

'l5nezquence there is not sufficient time and leisure afforded
t6Oconsider the business ta be disposed cf. Another is that
the great bulk of our members are not sufficiently informed
Olfthe work of the Church as a wbale or in its details. Many
Ytars ago there used ta corne ta uis in the Record a detailed
ta4tement of the finances of the Church, which was interest-
1129 and useful. For many years it has not corne. Many

.'QWlittle about tbe financial and other matters as they
04lgbt ta know, and if they have not the knowledge they will
not likely be interested, and if flot interested there will flot be
luich progress. It would surely be a good thing to have the
R1cord enlarged and published more frequently somewhat in
the iorrn of your paper, to zive ail niecessary information in
'regard ta the work of the Church and ta have ai reports

on vertures published some time before the Assembly
k 1ttting, sa that representatives could leisurely consider

thm It should also be a mediurn of communication be-
~teen the members of the Church, so that they could bave
O PPÔrtunity of expressing their views on any proper ques-

eu.if this were done it would certainly facilitate business
aud likely tend ta its satisfactory disposai. There are many
Iiiestion5 which ought ta be diccussed and considered by tht
*bOle Church before the Assembly should take action upon
tltm. There are some Scbemes of the Church and other
'wOrk laid out which might be donc satisfactorily elsewbere.
It WOuld be a rel ief and lessen the crowding of business.
ýV hatever can be said in favaur of continuing sucb schemes
.'2_tht Widows and Orphans af ministers, the Aged and In-

ti~ Ministers' Funds,_ many think the tine bas core wen,
mh~natters sbould be discussed somcwbere else than on

tht fl(Or of the Assembly. Tluese two, and, to some extent,
thé Warking of the Augmentation Scheme, are what we may

lot popular with a greât many of the members. They
ere flot looked upon very favourably and nat beartily sup-
POrteci. If this be 50 it is unsatisfactory, and if the people
are Wrong they shauld be enlightened. If they bave good
%tasa for their opinions, opportunity should be afforded of

ltxPressing them.

vr egarding the Temperance Cornrittee's work, I bave a
veY decided opinion that the Assembly is nat taking ex-

actîy the right position on what is called the Ternperance
qetDespecially the prohibition phase of it. -There

'%tnsi such impatience and furor for immediate prohibition
Of the liqtror traffic, that the necessary conditions ta satisfac-
tOty and effective prohibition are in a great measure over-
lOokted or not cornplied with. Prohbition ai the liquar traf-
'6Ç is SÔ rnuch a political question that the Assernbly should'1ulder:carefully what its praper sphere is in its corporate

CPalcitY, and wbat the duty of its members as citizens.
1 MaIy be one of a srnall rninority, but even if I sbould

bt alne it ought flot ta prevent me froni stating in as few
$od5 as I can my views on this point and the reasons for

(To be continued.)

el an agent, which recom mendatian bas been endorsed by
Prsbyte iest and indeed it would bave been a marvel hiad
ýQOVd.néoetberwise, seeing that the Amnerican Presbyterian

Urlch the Metbodist Church and other Churches whose
Cbreig 1à Mission wark is by no means as cictensive as ours,

heSlar ied permanent Foreign Mission secretaries. Tht
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great -wonder is that a secretary wbo should devote bis
whole time to that work bas not been appointed' by our
Cburch years ago. No secular institution or corporation
bandling annually as mucb money ($i 10,ooo) as the Foreign
Mission Committee would be guilty of such folly as to ne-
glect the appointing of a man to look after its business and
devote bis wbolé time to its interest. IlTbe cbildren of this
world are wiser in tbeir generation than tbe cbildren of
ligbt."

No one will deny tbat tbe Home Mission Fund and the
Fund for tbe Augmentation of Salaries are as economically
administered as tbey well can be, and more economically
than thoseof tbe majority of other Churches, yet it costs ten
per cent. of tbe monies contributed to administer the former
and five Per cent. tbe latter, wbile only a littie over two per.
cent. are expended in administering tbe Foreign Mission
Fund. The Churcb, a few years ago, appointed, at moderate
salaries, two superintendents of Home Missions, Dr. Robert-
son and Mr. Findlay. These men bave donc excellent work
and are acknowledged to bave ,saved tbousands of dollars to
the Home Mission Fund, in addition to systematizing the
wbole work in a manner wbicb could not possibly bave been
dune but by men devoting aIl their time to it, and concen-
trating aIl their energies to Ilthis one tbing." It is as pos-
sible for a corporation as for an individual to be " penny
wise and Pound foolisb," and tbere is a strong probability that
the Cburch is chargeable with sucb foolery in connection
witb tbe Foreign Mission work. Even should the salary
(2,000) recommended by the Cornmittee, whicb is tbe

smallest the Cburch sbould ofier, be pad a permanent secre-
tary, the expenditure in adrninistering the Foreign Mission
Fund would be mucb less than that of admrinstering the Fund
for the Augmentation of Salaries, whicb bas no paid agent,
and which is not baîf tbe percentage expended in admini's-
tering the Home Mission Fund. It takes ten per cent. to
administer tbe Home Mission Fund and five per cent. tbe
Augmentation Fund, when tbe fields are under tbe very eye
and band of the Cbnrcb. Surely tbe Foreign Mission work
does not receive that attention wbicb it sbould wben only
about two per cent. are expended in administering the Fund,
wbile tbe fields are 'n India, Cbina and the uttermost parts of
tbe earth. The Foreign Mission Committee bas done al
tbat any committee under similar circumstances could do, and
devoted more time to the work tban tbe Cburch could rea-
sonably expect tbern to do, but tbe work bas so developed and
the labour in connection witb tbe Committee's work is now
50 great that a cornrittee cannot efficiently carry it on, for it
can be don. by one wbose duty it will be, under a comrnittee,
to devote bis whole time to it, so that it is not a matter of
choice, but of necessity on tbe part of tbe Churcb to ap-
point sucb an agent, and that agent must be a competent man
and one of considerable experience in the modus oj5erandi of
the Foreign Mission Cornmittee, extensive knowledge'of- our
fields and missionaries, and of good executive ability. Sucb a
man is Rev. D. D. McLeod, of Barrie. He has been for
many years an active member of tbe Foreign Mission Com-
mittee, is at present its secretary, and as to executive ability
there are few bis superior in the Cburcb. Let tbe General
Assembly at its meeting in june next appoint bim permanectly
to the office to wbich the Committee bas appointed birn oro
temobore, and a long-felt want will be supplied, and tbe Foreign
Mission Committee ishaîl be relieved of mucb of its labours,
and mission work will receive an impetus whicb tbe wbole
Cburcb sball feel. PRESIBYTER.

THE DANGER 0F THE H1GHER CRITICISM.

MR. EDITOR,-The blessed Bible in tbis changeable and
wicked world is tbe only ligbt we have to guide us into eter-
nal life-a lamp to our souls-and witb alI its alleged imper-
fections is really a lamp to our feet and ligbt in the dark ways
of eartb. We require" this light even when young and in the
heyday of life, mucb more wben old-wben tottering on tbe
brink of tbe grave-frorn the cold precincts of wbicb we can
look up, our souls looking witb joy to tbat borne, tbose man-

cbildren of Israel, the noble words of Joshua: As for me
and rny bouse, we will serve tbe Lord," the beautiful, filial and
brotnerly love of Jnseph to bis wicked brothers in Egypt.
Are the lovely and beautiful savings, this bright history, ta b.
set aside, criticized, sneered at and disbelieved to suit the
tastes of the higber critics or the German saphists, full of

277

fanciful thearies, selisb vanity and egotisrn? Is the soul ta
be cheated out af its anchors of hope, the bright sunsbine of
future life, where we expect ta see the loved faces of departtd
friends, be welcomed by the angels wba sang their triumph-
ant bymns an the birth ai Jesus, or pointed ta tht blessed
abodes of heaven when He took His last farewell ta earth,
ta please tht higher critics who'have no deep spiritual lufe in
them ? Are those men ready, like Isaiab, ta say, " God
touched rny spirit with a live coal frorn His heavenly spiritual
altar, and then 1 saw and spoke, but flot before (Isaiah
vi. 6, 7). No, before we attempt ta misinterpret or criticize
sucb books as the prophecies of Isaiah-so beautiful and
angelic-we must at least have wisdorn from an bigb, which
will neyer be given ta the Scripture manglers. Heavenly
ligbt will not be given ta men who tear ta pieces immortal
jewels. I advise al who criticize Isaiah ta cry ta be like he
was. What does it matter wbether the wbole book was writ-
ten by him or flot ? Do we flot sec in it the iootprints af
God's great Spirit ? We even bear some critics question
whether Christ ever spoke as the beloved apostît John says
He did in the Gospel ai John. Who spoke such words, thon ?
They are the words of eternal life, unapproachable in beautv
and grandeur. Was there some other secret author cf these
great words ?

If so, there is a Christ ta corne nat yet disclosed. Who
could talk as Christ talked ta Nicodemus, or the warnan of
Samaria? Who could speak the words I have qnoted in
John xiv. or Isaiab vi. ? Who could raise a Lazarus irom tht
dead, or speak such toucbing wards as He spoke then ta
Martba and Mary, but a Christ sncb as truc spiritual people
worship?

Critics of the lovely books ai the Bible-sa preciaus ta
true spirits-are seemingly touched witb the slime of tht aId
serpent, who is ever ready ta ternpt men ta sin as ho ternpted
Eve, poor Peter, the miserabie judas Iscariot, and 50 many
others wbo have istonod ta bis heilish tricks and blandish-
ments. Wbat do we hear, even in aur own city, now ? Wby,
some minister from a pulpit, for vanity sake, denying the
precious blood ai Jesus as necessary for aur salvation I An-
other (I once beard in the Pavilion in this city) denying the
atanement, the fact ai original sin, that man is sinful in.bis
nature. If flot so-can anyone tell me-wby sncb borrid
dttds are dont in tht warld wbich one daily reads of? If
Jesus died an tht cruel Cross*,wby did He do se but as a pro-
pitiation for the sins et tht warld ? Is this doctrine, tee, te
bt attacked ? Wby tht sacrifice ai se great and almighty a
Sairit, if flot for sin ? Sin! tht whole bistory ai man frem
Gain down ta the barrid wretch, Deerning, now about ta suifer
in Australia for tht murder af bis poor wives, witb a voice of
thunder, proves mnan is sinful-dreadfuily sinful! Wby is it
,80, critics-may say ? Wo know it is sei and in deep hnmility
let us thank God that thraugh Josus Cbrst, by the shedding
ai His preciaus blood, witb sorry and broken hearts, we can
get rid ai this s'in by the kind mercy of a blessed, laving Gad.

Tht ioîîy ai so-called learned mon in this high criticism ai
tht Books ai the Bible, denying that Moses wroe the Bocks
ascribed ta bim, that ho did not prernulgate the laws ascribed
ta him, that the Book ai Job is camparatively a modern Book,
atter Salamon's day ; that tht Psalms are wrangly ascribed
te the authorship af David ; that tht Books of tht New Tes-
tament, at least some ai tbem, were not written by the four
evangeists-bas dont mare ta make mon infidels than alI the
Ingersolîs, Huxîcys, Tyndals and Spencers cauld ever de.
They pull out tht under-pins ai tht Old and New Testaments
and seern te care little wbether tht upper iabric falîs or net.
Tht late Mr. Boocher, ai New York, nnderrnintd the views of
learned men there. How many true, spiritual Christians was
be ever instrumental in making ? Ht it was who denied at
the Tarante Pavilien the doctrine ai ahiginal sun in man, and'
necessarily, in censequence, tht atantmtnt for sin by the
shed blood ai Jesus an tht cress. I sec a Mr. Frank Smith
bas, in a letter in tht World, publiciy denounced tht doc-
trines lately preachod at tht Euclid Airenue Methodist
Chnrch by Mr. Pbillips. Ht is rigbt, tee, for if Mr. Phillips
preaches against tht atanoment fer aur sins by Cbrist's shed
blood an tht Cross, be cutts frorn under tht Christian Church
ont ai its essential princuples. . I ar n'ot bore condemniusg
Mr. Phillip's doctrines-fer tbey have net been fully examined
by me-but I candemnalal who preach against tht% atonesment
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Sacrifice is the indispensable condition ai success. We
must renaunce in order ta prevail. Hethtat seeks bis lufe
loses it ; be that loess is lue finds it, Ont mnust sew in ttars
if he wouid reap in joy. Master and scbelar bave the same
experience-that suifering is *required inaorder te fruiitfunînesi
anti victary. it is the furnace that purifies and rendtrs effi-
caciaus ; the spices must be bruised te bring forth th«irfra.
grance. Happy they who recognize this law of tht divin.
ecanamy, and are content te suifer if enly they may be made.
te btar much fruit.- WiXlam M. Taylor, D.D.
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