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But the son was not discouraged, and continued ta
labour and pray for the convers ion of bis aged parent

oh mtist soon leave this world, ad ne 1  rprd
)9o down ta a hopeless grave.9

At iength the labours and prayers of the young man 1
ý'ere effectua], and the aged fither was led ta an i
acceptance ai Christ as his oniy hope of salvation.

kHe joined the Church at Yamnagucbi, and was a
ýýQost happy and earnest Christian. It was bis con-
'itanit desire ta lead others to that Saviaur that had
-4rught s uch peace and comiart to bis heart.

lie was very fond ai paetry, and was accustomed ta
:write poems and Christian bymns as a common
«diversion. He loved the Bible very much ; and
"esPecially enjoyed the beautitul and poetic thoughts

bNot long since be was taken sick and on his death-
hd iound great camf'ort in reading God's Word and

totnposing hymns in which he could express bis lave

*ad gratitude tD God for His great goodness ta sucb
Ssinner as be.
J ust before he died be wrote as follows: (Transla-

SIsoon fram thi; body of sin shall be f ree,
But the angel of death has no terrars for me,
I Ien shahl behoid the G d of ail grace,

A.nd dwell evermore in the igbt af his face.

~SLike the bright petaled fbwer, that blooms fur a day;
SOr the dew drap that glistens, and passes away,

ýi So bnef is aur ie, and hasres ta is end;
&nd vain is man's power bis days ta extend.

Y ohaa, [a H. Loomis, Agent, A. B. S.
}'okham, JPan.

STHE PO WER 0F CHRISTIANITY.

ITS ASSIMILATING POWER.rIn Cbistianity which is the persanai delineation ai
thrist and Him crucified, tbere stand out befare us
llererai things pregnant witb significance in regard ta

SPoint at issue. The first is tbe idea that Chris-
4mi3lty possesses the power ta mould us inta a like-

ýiSs3ao Christ sa that the Word ai God is ta us the
the strengtb and the delight ai aur soul. This

Ibas the experience ai David when be exclaimed in
j2"4language ai inexpressibie appreciation, Il Oh, how

S Thy law 1 it is my meditation ail the day."
Word of God penetrates inta the deepi recesses

~fthe soul, touches the springs ai action in the heart,
A'dengages the understanding in reflective medita-

Such is the experience ai ail who know the
rubin the lave ai it. The second is the idea that
rifstianity carried in it power ta contrai events, ta

disPose things and ta utilize circumstances in order
te acctmplish the gracious purposes ai Christ in the
t0ony of grace. In this respect, marvellous are

14 Manifestations ai Gd in the evolutions ai Provi-
4tc.Amazed therewith, Paul exclaims iram the

1'PthS ai bis soul, "O the depth ai the riches bath
fthe wisdomn and knowledge ai God! How un-

<lrcbabîe are His judgmnents and His ways past
* ulg aut!1» The third is tbe idea that Christianity

30 S camprehiensive as ta embrace everytbîng founded
*n fact and ta iay everything 50 founded under con-

' tao promate the bighest interest ai mani.
* ~heaira ai Christianity is the intellectuai, the moral
~the spiritual good ai man and Christianity bar-

nrneswitb everytbing that runs in that direction
W1hich tends ta dispel the darkness ai ignorance, ta
~fit~the ight ai knowledge and ta hetter' the candi-
i man for time and eternity. Towards this

%dChristianity uses the judiciai abiiity ai Moses,
S dramatic talent ai job, the versatile genius ai
~~aithe metaphysical acumen ai Soloman, the
Irimagination ai Isaiah, the deep wail oi Jeremiah,

Qimpr -le narratieai Matthew, the abrupt brevitv
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tuent part in aur tboughts, in aur sentiments and in aur i
actions, appears with characteristic praminence in aur p
manners, and in aur customns, and in aur laws, stands fé
out with unique effict in aur asyitims and in cur re- h
formitories and in other similar institutions in aurp
midst. As like produces like in strict accord with its f
own condition and environment, sa Christianity dii- I
fuses itseli in every direction among men and things ti
without regard ta public gaze and noisy throng, or tl
Christianity works in secret and in silence with l
glariaus success in the advancement ai man's spiritua- r
and materiai wehiare. It bas succeeded, and is suc- t
ceeding as no philosophy the world ever saw cauld
do. It is permeating and purifying from year ta yeare
the whole inteilectu i, maral, and social ile ai the
human race. The subtie influences ai Christianity s
which act with sucb benign effect on men and things
are set forth by Moses with expressive as weli as
beautiful imagery, when be thus describes the truth 0
in its modes ai aperation. IlMy dictrine shahl drap i
as the rain, my speech shah distil as the dew, as the a
small ramn upon the tender herb and as the shawers t
upon the grass." There is here placed before us tbe s
endless and nameiess influences ai Christiariity ta.
gether with tbeir native effects as suggested by simi-
har effects in the pracesses ai nature. The effects ai
Christianity, wbich we have just seen under figures ai
similitude, are indefinite in number, variety and
beauty. Weli, since it is so and there is no limit ta it
either in time or space, what amount ai influence f
must ane age exert on another in the culture af ind i
and in the refinement ai taste as well as in purity af
heart and sanctity ai conduct tbrough tbe practice ai
the truth which came nat in aId time by the will ai
man ; but hahy men ai aid spoke as they were moved
by the Holy Gbast ? The influence ai inspired men
over men uninspired is a marvelaus fact ; and in the
annais ai iterature, as weli as elsewhere, it presents
mast interesting and vivid reaîity. Aside from the

material contents ai their books, we cannat see how 1
Bunyan, Baxter, Milton and Shakespeare could bave 1
been the men they were, but for this indirect agency
ai tbe inspired authors ai Scripture as a sulent and
unconsciaus efflux inta their souls. Sa far from de-
caying, it seems ta be increasing. Take tbe vast
b readth ai its range, and modemn thought is per-
meated tu the came ai its heart with this subtie spirit.
Nat that al aur statesmen, scientists, paets and bis-
tarians acknawledge it any mare than Plutarcb, Mar-
cus Aurelius, and Juian acknawledge it ; but, neyer-
theless, the iact stands, that tbe wold would have
bad a vemy different Plutarcb, Aureiius, and Julian,
had flot Paul and John lived.

2. Tbe transforming effi:ziency ai Cbristianity.
Divine agency is a necessary factor in Cbristianity
and without that agency there tan be no personal
vital religion, but, with it, the soui is in healtb and
posperity. Hemeon, thus God speaks, IlI will be as
the dew unta Israel ; he shaîl grow as the liiy and
cast forth bis roats as Lebanon. His branches shal
spread, and bis beauty shall be as the olive tree, and
bis smeii as Lebanon.» Under divine agency, wbich
acts an tbe mmnd thraugh the doctrines ai the cross,
it is clear how the saul graws in grace and expands
intoalal tbe beauties ai hainess. Again, the trans-
iomming efficiency ai Cbristianity stands out betame
us in tht pracesses by which the ile ai Gad is carried
an in the saul. IlWe ail, with open face behohding as
as in a glass the glary ai the Lord, are changed inta
tht saint image from glory ta giory, even as by the
spirit ai the Lard." We behold the glary ai Gad in
the face ai Jesus Christ and are tbereby transformed
inta His image. The effect ai the trutb on the mmnd
af me«f is the same in ail ages, frain Enoch ta Paul,
and froin Paul dawn ta aur awn time. As then, sa

naw Cbistianity eliminates wbat is evil out ai things,
adopts what is gond in things and brings things inta
harmany with itselfi; brings arder out ai confusion,
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It bas changed the face of the worid, altered the as-
pects of bistory, created a new religious language,
formed a calendar of time, introduced a new and

uigher art, inaugnrated a new realm of literatute,
permeated society with new graces of culture and re-

finement, done much to alleviate pain by its benevo-
lent institutions, and brightened human life as no-

thing else could do. Blessed is the people that know

thie joyful sound; they shall walk, O Lord, ia the

liglit of Thy counitenance. In Thy name shall they

rejoice ail the day ; and in Thy righteousness shall

they be exalted.

3. The universal adaptability in every age and in

every quarter of the globe. Christianity is every-
where adapted to the depraved condition and
spiritual wants af men whether oId or young, rich or

poor, learned or unlearned. Christianity enlightefls
the philosopher as well as the peasant on the subject
of redeemning love, makes the sage as well as the
ignoramnus wise unto salvation, directs the soverelgfl
as well as the subject in the duties incumbent on
them in their respective relations. The truth, which
sets forth Christ as the Mediator between God and
mani, is the same in effect on the human mind amidst
ail the diversities of talent and circumstances of men
an the face of the earth and will continue to be 50 tili
the cansumrmation of ail things. Besides, it is the
genius of Cbristianity ta embrace whatever us good
and true in the culture of the people that difler wîdely
from each other in their habits of thought on religion
in their modes of lufe and in their environ ments.
Perhaps the most marveilous feature about Christian-
ity from the human point of view is its incorporative-
ness. Transcending as it does ail nationalities, it

reaches that transcendence not by expelling the
nations, but by gathering themn in. Professing ta
supersede the religions of the past, it bas yet within its
Pantheon given a place ta these religions. Within
the portrait of the Son of man are embraced the
lineaments of ail those antecédent faiths whicb He
purposed to transcend. Here sleep the Brahmin's
sense of mysticism, the Parsee's sense of sin, the

Buddhist's sense of sacrifice, the Confucian's sense of

empire, the Jew's sense of boliness, the Greek's sense

of beauty, and the Roman's sense af justice. Here
repose side by side instincts hitherta deemed the
mast diverse and the most irrecancilabie. Why is it
that many are ta corne from the east and from, the
west ta sit down in the kingdom of God ? Hitherto
the east and the west bad been terms expressive of
the very pales of human thouglit. The east was rest-
fui, gen tie, quiescent ; the west was strang, muscular,
active. It had always appeared ta men as if a g1reat

gulf had been fixed between them. But in this
central figure af Bible portraiture there was found a
meeting place af réconciliation. Within the life of
the Son of Man.the east and the west met tagether,
for within 111e af the Son af Man gentleness and
strength embraced each ather.

The Son af God,
Only begntten and weli beloved, hetween
Men and His Father's ju.tice interpoi;rd;
Put humau nature on ; His wrath sustained;
And in their name sufferu-i, obeyed and died,
Making His suul an offering for sin:
J ust for unjdst andI innocence for guiît,
By doing, suffering, dying unconstrained,
Save by Omnipotence of boundless grace,
Complete atonemcnt made to God appeased
Made bonrurable Hi% insulted taw,
Tut ning the wra'h a4ide from pardoned man.
Thus truth with mercy met, and uighteousness
Stooping fram highest heavrn, emhraced fair peace,
That waiked the earth in feliowship with lave.

E. C.

ONE 1$ YOUR TEA CHER.

Tbe following is thé sermon preached at the open-


