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ment to Proteatantism, arising, perhaps, more from
the recollection of what their fathers suffered at the
hands of the Paplsts, than from personal convictions ;
here is also a lingering respect for tho Lotd's Day,
and a gencral observance of tho forms of religion ;
but vital godliness cannot ba said to prevall. If the
churches may still be called living, there are unhappily
but two many indications that the things that remaln
are seady to die. Weekly prayer-meetings, familv
worship, private reading of God's Word, and pastoral
visitation are to a lamentable sxtent neglected. The
people take little or no interest in either Homo or
Forelgn mizsion work, Formalism and ratlonalism,
like the lofty mountains that hem in their valleys,
geem to have shut out the suashine of God's fayour,
and the chill breath of a spiritual winter is passing
over them. They need the sympathy and help ot
God's people, and I feel sure that they will gladly
hall any efforts that may bs made for the revival of
spiritual life among them.”

Paris, 3arch, 188¢. T. H.

COH /7 WHERE IS MY BOY TO.NIGHT!"

MR. ENiTOR,~These beautiful words have been
sung till t4vr touching patkos has struck the most
exquisite chords of pain in many a wounded heart,
and tears, wdhich ofte fiow only when the beart;
weary of its bitte, .s., pours out its complaint to
Cod, can no lorger be surpressed when that cry of
anguishis heard in a song so wildly sad, waking in
troubled soul echozs of a living pain.

Can wo dares to let the fatal truth plerce deeply into
our hearts that, while some of those wandering
boys ¥ have been reclaimed, many a heart hears the
daath-kaell of a soul in the tidings that death’s dark
river has been crossed.

Is there no gleam of light shed on this dark and
turbld river? No power in its murky waters to
cleanse the sin.stained goul from crimes that zre
blacker than the waters they pass?

Alas, alas, for the hearts that are wrenched and
brulsed, and bleeding with pain on this side the
tiver—alas for the souls enduring thelc doom on that!

I3 there no lesson here to be lcarned? Pause and
listen now to the sounds, behold the scenes around
us. You may listen and look, the evil is near you,
perhaps nearerand more wounding than you dream of.
Out in the streets of our towns and cities, clothed
with the mantle of night, how many small regiments
of boys may be seen, directing their masch from high.
way to by.way, bent on no good intent! We
have heard of the “innocent voices of children
ringing out on the evening air.” Let those who
dream so fondly just lend a listening ear to all the
sounds that £ill the air, and a sorrowlal search for in.
ngcenceit would be. Ifthisbeinnocence, what is sin?
Couid that mother hear the oaths that blacken the
soul of her son, that even fall from his lips while the
serpent is tightening his coil, what anguish would
wring her heart, what fear for the days to come?

While the father plies his work, and the mother
perhaps does the same, does the cry never ring in ths
heart, “ O, where is my wandering boy to-night
What iz he learning outside? Do those who toil
at night never start and pause a moment, as rising
above the children's votces comes the fiendish
laugh of the Prince of Darkness, as he scatters his
geeds of sin, or his hideons war-cry marshalling
to his 2id the evil spirits who obey kis will. They
open wide the eyes of the children to bghold evil,
they poar into their ears, their hearts, the polson.
ous evil of cursing and crimes. O stay ths evil by
saving your boy, for this arch-fiend will cast most
subtls and hartful charms over thesetender children’s
hearts, tillthey blindly follow their treacherous leader
through clusters of deadly aight-shade, and the
poisonous vines of sin., -

Shall you bs to blame for this? Among the evils
that curse our nation, this nrime of children’s frecdom
at night has the power to blast the children’s lives,
for time. and ecternity, tq pierca-hearts through with
ADY SOTTOWS, to scourge as with scorpions the gouls
of those whe follow the trail of the serpent,

0, mothers, save your children, for the destroying
engel passes through our land every night, and the
gonl owtside is not safe. Would you not ba repaid
a thousandfold for all loving attention given dur-
ing thosa evening foura by such treasures in happy
angd true homes?' The heart of your child so-lop
for sympsathy. Give him your heart's decp love
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and teader counse), and with God's blessing he
may learn and live the truth: “'Tis only noble to
be good.” Shall that knowledge ile in his path, as
he is out on his hunt for pleasare? Nay, he will
drink iniquity like water.

When your boy is out of your reach, and you know
he has trodden far down the broad road of sip, will
you dare to cty in your anguish of soul

¢ Go {or my wandering boy to-night,
Go search for bim where you :]l. fi

But btiog him to me {n all his p,nm,
And tell him I love him still.”

To whom do you call? Who for you shall enter
those haunts of blackest vica to search out your
wandering boy, whom, now in the cartly sowing time,
when the heatt is young acd tender, you wilfully
neglect? If you sow not the good seed, shall the
weeds not graw rank and tall?  If you satisfy not his
soul with bread will he not eat the serpent? And
how shall the poison be extracted ?

Much is said and written on the causes of crime in
children. The boys who roam the streets are some-
times sald to be the children of parents who drink and
degrade themselves in vice, caring nothing and pro-
viding nothing for their children. Too many ofthese
are to bn found even in small towns, Many a helplng
hand {s needed to lead them, even 2 few of them, to
Christ and God ; but these are notall, Thersich
are neither too good nor two grand to have their sons
scouring the dark streets after night. They think no
one kaows them, They may act as they like, and
they do. Their parents may be at the concert, in the
store, or perhaps even at prayer-meeting. Is this
wropg? Ob, no! But why; if the children leave
the house are they not taught to go? Could parents
not give some time for the souls as well as for the
bodles of their children? Were they filled with the
love of God, and fear of sin, they could indecd.
Does the praiss or blame all lie with the mother?
What of the fatbers here? They think they have
too much to do to pay any attention to the childrea
in the evening. But God knows what their children
nxed. If they neglect this duty to heaven and to
carth while gathering the harvest® of gold, what a
harvest of tears and of bitter reproach, for the sake
of a wayward son, may bring down their gray bairs
with sorrow to the grave !

How do they look for it to be otherwise? If they
allow thelr children to wander at will in the paths of
the Destroyer, shall he not bind them with strong
cords of sin, unknown to their dearest friends, then
{ead them willing captives in the ways of sin and death?

The picture is dark, and the heart may well be
filled with pain, but does not God answar prayer, and
shall not some children be saved from this and other
ovils? Dear friends o Jesus, pray for the children.
He hag told us to feed the lambs of the flock, and
there is hope and life in His promise, so sure an?
precious : “ He shall gather the lambs with His arm,
and carry them in His bosom.” Christ is so willing to
take the children when they come, surely our hearts
shonld be willipg to lead them to Him. Bear the
precious se2d ; ¢ Overcome evil with good.”

THE BOYS FOR JESUS,

‘The boys, the boys for Jesus !
{ breath it with a sigh 5

Bat the sigh is upward wxnﬁing,

And the :fﬁh shall tum to singiag,
For 'tis heard beyond the sky

The boys, the boys for jesus!
I weer it ont with tears ,
‘But o rain-bow through them glinting,
Makes them shine with rain.bow tinting,
Heaven's rain-bow 'mid my fears.

The boys, the boys fot Jesus:

The cry goes forth in prayer,
And where the white robes glisten,
My Father stoops to listen

And I read my answer there.

The boys, the boys for Jesus
And faith shall urge her plea s

For "us wrt 1a letters goiden,

In the Word of God eafolden,
 Believe, apd thou shalt see.”

AT alargo evening party in Coabuila, Mexico, the
Governor of the State invited an Awerican young
l1ady to dance. She declined, as hor religious convie-
tions did not parmit her, as she was connected with the
mission there of the Southern Baptist Board, It led
to the Governor's acquaintance with the misslon, and

.gincs to a gt to it from him of propesty valued at

$140,000,

THE TRIRD PAN-PRESBYTERIAN
COUNCIL.

Delegates from France, Switzerland, Italy, Ger.
many, Holland, Belglum, Bohemia, the Esiablished,
Free, and Urlted Presbyterlan, Reformed Presoyter.
{ap, and Ouiginal Secession Churches of Scotland, o6
Preabyterlan Church in England, the Irish Presby-
terlan Church, Welsh Calvin.stic Methodists, trom ahi
the Presby{erlan Churckes in the United States and
Canada, from Ceylon, Australia,and New Zealand, in
large pumbers, assembled at Belfast previous to the
opening of the Council Among invited speakers
were the tollowing :

Revs. Prof. Brandes, D.D., Gottingen; J. B, Dales,
D.D., Philadelphia ; A, Decoppet, DD, Paris ; john
Dalton, D D., St. Petersburg ; Donald Frazer, D.D,,
London; Prof. Lucien Gautier, Ph.D., Lausanne}
Joha Hall, D.D, New York; Mr. Houston, Baltl-
more ; President James McCosh, D.D. LL.D., Prince.
ton, N, J.; J. Leighton Wilson, D.D., Baltimore,
Prol. Jean de Visme, Paris.

Trefollowing forcign misslonaries weraalso present :
Revs. J.Chamberlain, Madras ; Gerald Dale, Zihley,
Syria; Dr. Faulds, Japan; D. Laws, South Aflrica,
Dr. Martin, M.D., Antloch, Syria ; J. G. Paton, New
Hebrides; S. Swanson, Amoy, China; J. Ingliss,
D.D., New Hebrides ; Elixier Bassin, Roumania.

The Belfast Wness statesthat on Tuesday mosning,
24th ult,, all was bustle in the neiphibourhood of St.
Enoch’s Church from an early hour. From shortly
after ten o'clock, delegates began to arrive at Clifton
Street Church, where it had been amranged that they
should be marshalled in procession. Shortly belore
eleven they issued from the church, each wearing the
delegate’s blue badge which had been provided, and
the members of the Arrangement Committee a.similar
one of crimson hue. In good order they marched to
St. Evoch's Church,!not far off, and proreeded totake
the places reserved for them. Onentering this church
it was at once seen that great pains had been taken
to prepare and decorate it for tha meeting, It has
been re-painted and otherwise decorated throughout
in most artistic style, and looked remarkably well,
It is a most capacious church, beibg seated for about
2,000 persons, and of course capable of accommodat-
ing many more at a pinch. At the appointed hour
the Rev. Dr. Watts appeared in the pulpit and com.
menced the service. After devotional exercises he
proceeded to preach the

OPENING SERMON,

from Rev.v. 67. The sermon is an able and elo-
quent exposition of (1) the task which the Lamb un.
dertakes ; and (2) His qualification for th~ execution
ofit, The {ollowing ase the cencluding paragraphs ;

% The language, it is true, i3 symbolical, butits sym-
bolism does not abate its significance, The doctrine
it teachesis very pretions and assuring to His Church.
The claim advanced by it is just the claim on which
our Saviour bases His right to commission her when
He sends her forth to teach all nations. He who
occupies the throne of God may well claim te have
reccived all power in heaven and in earth, Surely if
there bea throne from which the econemy of Redemp-
tion can be cfficlently administered, that throns must
be the throne of which the Lamb took possession
when He was exalted to the right hand of God the
Father, with all thrones and principalities put in snb-
jection under Him. A thronefrom whick the wonders
of the day of Pentecost proceeded fornishes ample
guarantee of ths final tiumph of Christ's kungdom
over all adversaries, and the assurance imparted by the
conquests of that day is vastly strengthened when wa
contemplate the resources of the empire over which
Heo has been exzlted to reign, wnd consider the endg
for which these resources have been placed at His
disposal. As He has received power over all flesh in
order that He may glve eternal life to as many as tha
Father hath given Him, so hath He also received
authority over all tho powess of heaven and earth, in
order that the great ends of His mediator.al officemay
be secured desplte the combined antagonism of thy
pewers of datkness. The task is a mighty one, but
the throns accupied by the great Adminigteator is at
once the instrument and pledge of triumphant success,
Nor do the thrones or. principalities of heaven bow
with reluctance before the enthrened Lamb, Ths
exaltation of the Incarnate Word wakesall their harpa
anew. The Seex of Patmog hears © the voice of many
angels round about thothroneand theliving creatures -
and the'elders ; and thenwnher of them was ten thous



