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IWV. À4LEX. TOJ>P, ).)).

LT is withi Rincere regret thaït %ve rucurti tilt!
isudde,î deitb of the 11ev. D)r.'rTtqmp uf daîis

city. The evetît, while hiappernîîg ils ai îîost
st.artliîîg iîtfiiier, is elle for wlicwev wero
8otmewvliat prepared. Dr To1up lia*l goste tu
the old country for recîîperatiost of lbealth, antd
for tho purpose of attcndiîîg to priv-ate buîsi-

ness5 fFtrt. Ic' rc'turiwd wvit1 certiuain (<j<rf

of ait il]fateil iqae Wlîile thev saluât
sanguine hopos were entertained, nu one cuîiid
look upon bis revercd forit without, feeling
doubts of biq ulthulit recovery. So strong
was the niiedical opinion coticorning the 4tato
of his he.iltlî that it ww.' diedtît necessary
Dr. Topp sîmouli retire ut once froin the active
duties of tho ininistry.

It ig hardly polisile to realize tliat one Ias
gone frontî our inidst, whu was acti. e tu the
lust in tie diseharge of lus duties. It wasq but
the other day that Dr Tnppl tank ant active
part ini the cereînony of Iayiîîg the corner
atone of the " Homne fur Incurables." lio
was dely intercste(l ini Ose receptiun of the
Marquis of Lorne nt the nmepting liold for the
purpo-se in Knox ('olle.-4 It is significant
that lie dieî1 in the lbîîuv.-*f a siîîvnttr uf hi:,
churcht and whiIc di;c1arging the ditties uf a
pastor and a friend. Ife i the instance~ ef a
mani, who carriedl ont bis uuxiniistry to the very
'nd of his carer, and who wa., inimta,ît in bCft-

lion and out of season in aucuiiipli.iliîii the.
work which the~ Lojrd lad laid salivai hit.

Hero, if ever, wc 'have wet. before us the
exiuple of a ininister of Christ "dying ini
harncss.." It was but the other day that Di-.
Topp preachcd the gospel ;it a zîîost teflièctive
mnarner. Rie went to ls old charge ini Scot-
hand, ani set forth witlî more thuLu Iii wa'nteel
eloïquence theL iliessage of' ]is Lord. Indvved,
il L belipecd that ini t ui, , 'u bu(- bruunglat tu s
crisis the fatal diseuse whîose lvr ie 1 so
iately feit. Wlîat tiîoî' glorious rccord can
bc maih' oif a lisait titan titat lie dieu] in
the diargc, of Lis duties-in thu fi
exercise of thos montal anid fspritua filculties
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wh'lici sitie Mis ait liomieuroîl servanit cf
Christ.

D>r- Tolip lin.s ftilillil eL' duîtie.q of titi
lntiréil jmatoratte foir ilîitr thlutt tt'o

yerr.- ini te clin'ge -if Knoxt (iurcu, Toronto.
Wliînt due.' titis utien 1 Ji s;ignifiies tîtat lie

lium beeti 111011t. en-est, anid tttls i ls i the
prolîiu.tiouî or tite. gotspel o'f pene.. )Ilis 01ne

tlîb <lit bias becut to iliprtcssý tipoii sinuisera; their
nîevil (if a 'uni )aîîî lie Ilin Llîrî îgh thu.'s
years louis dcaiing uvitî so1il4 andi lenduing tîtîin
te tu cross9. W~luît a record is oi ligli of
tiieso4 labOurs ' WiiilO lie liai bei 1110.4t 12-
ceptable ms a lireacher of thni trifflO, li ns

ln.,eît cunstant in lus4 endaovulît's tu <huai witlt
thea seuls of Mi~s fellow-ien-iîî vimitiîîg tie
sick. ini aruiiing Osie. t'artee4. ini cttnsel-
liîg tlie youîig, il, edifying. the La3d; cf Cltr'sït.
T1he timine of Dr. Topp1 ili fragrat iîongst,
the poutit andi siuirtii.,! lis revereti puiesuicts
1,01il1i 1 itglrcl i'î t i ls i the. sickcuaislmo
and l'y Lte side if thîe dy3itug.

D)i'. 'iou msd.t bilig Il fttitlit pastet'.
Wls a iliost loyal s0o f tii.>Ciiti'el. Ibis owîi

comîgregatioîi, l by liiiti, lias olwayts Irou
distinuiîislied foi' gowd-worker.4. Nýot oiilyv
%vas Ilue ticst active ini lus attentions te tîto

poot'î bît hoe iîcito'd ini lis people a lofty auît-
hition in the' direetiput cf hIenovol -lire>. Ilus
cîturch uas evor %i centre of Chîristiau efiort
ini belialf of tîto pu.ot'. 1'lie lowliest, inimther
cf lii cliî'rclà wa. dear to luis heurt. Ilc
qnoiglit Sint nitly hy a faitufîl pre-ictltatioui cf
gospel trutl to tunt thîe tearts of biîuncers to
the service of Christ, but by tho Auuiability cf
lii iiarnerm. lny thîe kiiîditisL of hl; look4. iby

hiq syisipiatly as a briitler, lie instrîu:nontally
lifted the pour andti desjuuseti frotnt thîe uii'y
Clay, anid 11et. Lhtir fet laponî the grcatspi"ittual
Rock. Ho was a froend in tie cf îîeod te
cvei'y olle whio souiglit, lli', coltisel.

The natal(- uf Dr. iopp is inbepitrably coni-
nocteti with thîe listoi'y cf the Pi'ebbyterian
Churcli ini Canada. Ho took an active part

iln l&i3itg 1bruad atud dteî the fuundatuons, uf
the, Church uf Chiri.-t. In tu Ciurclt Courts
lie was alwaysknown as a wiqe couinsellor and
mîtost active in Lthe ilischiarge cf the duties lho
u-, cd te thu becticît of the Cliuiclî cf Clirist,
w'ith wltiell blis lut Nwft4 cast. Faithful te biis
conscience, lie was. a Frue Cîtîrelinian int thîe
be-st sense of thîe terni. But wltcn theo Union
uf tu varions sections cf* tlîe Preýsbytet'ia:t
Clîîîrchti becatitu a Ijtitvsti.i.î uf rs iiiijîurt-
alle, ie was uiiu uf thu prmissent leaduts iii
thîe iivOuiouit. H.' souliît union as a îiios't
desirablo objeet. 'or tlîis lie wrouuglit andi
lirayeti, anti u beutter testimuîny cuuld ho given
te the valtu uf ]ls ser% ices in this cause tlîan
thte unanitious dccision cf the Asbemuîbly fieldi
in 'rorontin te place Iijuti ini tue Moderator's
chauir. The duti*4 of tliis Itigi cilice lie dis-
cliarjget with ability. As fais provious, cffortsi
hitd oursn lielliful towards inuikingr thte Clinrel
onle in naine anîd org,,aui7atiozt. so luis adîtuinis-
tration cf thte cilice cf Moder'ator %vas lielp)ful

tarsumitina, thc ,ytjiljadlicen of the vatis
bodies wlîich liatd bu receîîtly been brouuglt
togotiier, andti îakmng tito Cburch eue- ini feel-
ing.

IL oitly reillatitis tu wt~y a Word upxil thu char-
aeter cf Juiin who lias, tu niany ail umîexpcctiedly,
been called away. lie wua agentiana in

the best soluso of thec word. Ife wan kind andi
ictisideratu W~ overy otie. Ile wus iiîodest antt

tîlnausuîiuliîg ini tho dincluarge of lus dîttion. A-4
a Vi'm4liyter lio wm~ est4ieiiet for lus wi.sdî;în
1 y nil luis brethîî'n. lniteev, evury inoutîbur uf
tho 1resbyteîy wnitcdl foi' bis words in any

cM40 iuîVOI'ing dilitît'. fl thi. ctaCity Of
bîisbanid atnsi fathert lio was îiust geittle and
loving. At the Nick4xed Iow pasturi coulai
colmuparv with hit. WVhilu prouînreit, ini the
higlior %vaiks of life, and di.qtiigutishîcd n8 a

iitatsinuit of tie Church, thore wus no
uîîiîi.4ter wo cuit thiuîk of who li, * i'uchî a
edaiml to bu consid n"d ms a illti, lovir~s Çtu>nt
anti culipallioit,

Tie nautue oflDr. Topp will nover bo forgot-
teti ini Luim coiuntry, WVlile wo regret thît, ho
lins ao sudd:tily been calle'd away euo rou io
tint ini bim case thec are left to ktg se inaty

hanppy reîiieibrances of a usefü t-il n uisible
career, anîd thant lie lias bceatied to the
youtluil uiuistry of the Chutrcu te exaflîI
of a bina e anud liootrable serv'ant of Cliritit.

OUR 8411114211 LAWI.

W IIY s tîmero deiay ? Soino tinoe ago
wo wvero givcn te iindorstuuid that

thoe Evangelical Alliance in Toronto and in
Hlatuikton, wero to lumvo a t<sst, case anent ,Sab-
bath travelling by boastu ant i î.tIway8 sub-

initted, anti if neceStiry appealeti, se as t
know fromui the Stipremne Court lîow tho law
stands. T!--. Legislatturo wiIl soon mecet andi
there is slow scarcely tUrne to havo the subject
ready for tlîis Session of Parilamnent, 8o that
the Christian publie will have to submnit for

uînutlier yeaî' to Sabbatlî desecration by our
railways. ,nid whiat is worsc, tlîe pulife will
beconie more fanuiiliarized withi thte 'un anti

.consequently will bo lc.n casily iiioved to seck-
ing a reîncdy. Surely aîuong our proinrent.
city uninisters andi Christian laymon sortno one
cari bc fotund te take tho noecssary stops. If
no other inoveinent, s salado it inay îîot bo
itti for the. Sabbath Observance Coininitttu

of the (JoueraI Assemnbly to take action.
The followingé statenent is worthy of at-

tention fruits Chîristian mon. Accurding to
the decision of A. &. Wardcll, Esq., Mayor of
the town of Dunaa, a railway conipanty, a&s a
carrying, cotnpîîny, cornes under the exception
ini thu Lord's Day Act anti bas the right te
carry traveltins on the Lord's .day; anti any
ont;- wbu fares abruad cither front a desiro tu

enjuy country uighits and, sountis or (roir any
"other umotive cither of business or pleaure,î

is a traveller within the Act. A12o "a portion
.. lîoh lias taken a ticket aînd ig about to ttart
--in a railway train is a travehler." If tii
judgîinent is correct any railway tny carry
passengers travelling oit business or ploasure
on the Sabbatli. Soute questiomi the correct-
nc.'s uf that duciâien, but a gentimuan of the
highest authority and of undoubteti Christian
chîrractor, says, " The authorities9 are in sucli
"a condition that it wvill be imîpossible to say
witlî conifidenice whiat thau correct view ib unttil
tite wbou niattor lias been, c'unsidored andi

"adjudicateti on by the Superior (Iouiits."
AnoLter, a promuinent eider of the Chturcli, anid

.Vjuii __ iî±r- lied fur bis ability and learn-
ihîg as a lawyer, a.ys, -As tho hiw is, 1 sco nie

"ron for quu.tioning theocorr.ctnoesof tii.


