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LADY MARY'S PROTEGE.

LADY' MARYt (x'rm.x1,t i yOtngest dnutIhcr Of t!lo Earl of
of .Mouîit Priribrose, %vas inilber oiwn graphie liilguage Il %VIxtllieIy
badly o>ff. li v tii eire realiy mntiat tiot bble cndeavoured to live
iii il cet eOutiifiO5ed f)r.Irrcipullly of persons %V'lie "'Oi'e ver>' iliueb
riebrer thIr a.'sl:nd] elle fouurd ho>'- icorne buirdiy 'Ible Io bear
the strii. Ii carlier days site lîid heem a vei'v hatighty and
tligifiid la Ille, with a Iligbl ,sense of' lier pes"i<iorî and ai juzst appro-
ciàtion of <ho filet tînt <hoi orîîy w'y by wlîich, lîi'r order coirld
resît thie enlrcî'telî nts anîd domntation of' Ilie îi'rg îhtueracy
%vas by' remîîaining ti îre to tlîenisei"es, aîîd by pr'eserving intact <lie
traditions and stilndald of curnduci. %wicm Iad beoir bunded dolwr Io
tîjeni bv tieli' forefatirers. Poverty fîrmd, hioevec', made lier au-
quaintci %vigil ttrango-, shifts, and lrurdemred hri euter imteguinent
tintil -IL hlau site Qtoo)e(l to <raide un bier pobition, zmmd by lier otv'n
nets suppilieil ain excuse anti an occursiori for mnany oft' ho encruaehct-
inienlts ivbichie ho hd once so deply delploà'od and î'csenitod.

Site seemed to regard 1< as a nerîural andti-nrceablle mode of
inci'casing bier lut-ore Io act ns chape on to tilt àic ulîter8 (>f
people uvbose principal edaimi to be adîiultted to ectyat ail lay lu
thoir %vealth. Sfioe acquired a habit of' <uîking tmp) " rici young-
mon whio w~ere reidy <o bo gencoî'us la <lie %v'ay of dimincr-par tics,
theatre tickets, and costly pî'osents to any kindiy iriend îî'lro would
rrîtroduce <hem to reaiiy nice people anti procure <hein livitations
Ici realiy nico ass SlEc %'as iw.iys willing, <o strike til -In
acqumitaîn-icc %v'i<il people %who i'eî'e biýszaed %vizir tire gond tlings
of liis life, iid nt oue or tvo hules -%'here tlie socicmy was nîixcd,
but the cuisine excelienît, sito waus nlniust as rc'gular a portion of a1
dinrieî'.parry as <lie plate, %lrleb waîs alrio.t as nev as lier family
wvas anicient.

lu tIre year I9,o e r sire udv:mcetl a stop) further. Il
lîapuîrncd that at t1ae beginrîing of tfie season site fouind lierseit' wîiîr-
out whit liad become a i mîccssary peart of ber liimitedesbilîrct
nainiely a pî'olt'g. Uîicss <iris undesirambie bink îi'oro filled rip,
m-lie fo'es-îw <hlit Aier %'otuld be obliged to curtaii lier cxjmonses ivitiî-
out bourg- able tu fix on n>' portion oef lier arintmal cxpendituî'c
wlrieli Aie "'as wîilling to surrenîder. Thie prospect ilas inîtoleraîble,
uînd ,ho set bereelf iii omreet to riacet tlie dileini rua by piromnpt action.

A fier corîsidcring- <lie 1 iopcirts oft<ho sitouation for rne <une
-v'ith great per'pbexitv, sue decitlcd le <iv wlrat woîrld lie the effect
o)f 'avrtizimî in a, certain f:msh;iorîum;ble rgn Sfioe fad fîcard <fiat
eticil tlringzs w~ere dotte, anti if it %vere se, it n'as clearly us-Aess
fur lier to entertairi ny false deliec on tho subj îect. Orlmer
pcopfle were obv'iously to blaie fier fravimîg first introdiicelti ho
prarttice. IL seened liard if sire nîiglt nlot profit by il as woeil. and
if oe'er circumstances reudered bimch a cours;e of' action justifiable.
:she wnst quite certain ibaît <lic hoîrrible enirgency to which elio
found irerielf' rý dtccd, I'tîruîislied lier îiiî an ample justification fur
cxr'camting bierseli' fromnt it by alrnost an>' means.

Alter sume cuire anti thoitghît Qhe inartacd to concoot a suitable
rîdvertisernemat, setting forth dit a lady' of prosition and <hIcl, mioving
in the v'ery best society, w~as %villling te pirescrit and chaperon

throu- the Lndon ; lg girl of proerty and personai

attractions ; and titis paragra ph duiy appeared iri <ho colunirs of
tlue fhshionable organ above referrcd to.

It excited a goud deuil of comment in varionrs cir'cios, anîd so
rnnny ba'd things %vec said wvith regard to tlie Il Lady " in ques-
tini tlit Lady Marv's cars ought to have tingled tilI <ho>' îosi-
tiî'ely ached.

Il 'onder wlro elclei,," quoth Boggfie M.Nomî<fordl to Rornny
Cochranre and llertio Gilbert, as they sat in the bow-wirîdaw eo' a
certain w'cll-knowvn clb nlot lar freim Hydle Park Corner. Thoy
limad exliaussedtl thir vocabuliry of disgtrst and disapprobation, and
<be-ir curioslty %vis excitcd

IL 1<would serve her right," obsorvcd Ronu>' Cocirranc, rcer-
ring v'agueiy to a suggestion wiiich liait been <brown out carhier in
tlie course oft' fe conversation by Bortie Gilbert.

Bvy-tlio-bye, <borc nevcr wvns a more rcirkable contrast tlitan
enrh of the friend8 presented to ench othor. Ronny Cochrane w'aý
a tati, ninowy, rcd-haircd, high.-chccked Scot, tlie elulst t3ors of a
Ross-sb;Iire laird, al tioted gclr aird untiring dleor-stalkier
Lord lieggie Morifford %vas il big Lilo Guardsrrrrnii, nst dark as ,îiglir.
%viiJî a heavy blaîck mîoustache, 81lop eyce, and curly liair. Regait'
ias nover so happy' at wheuî ho was ini tho sîiddle: lie I>refLe1ril

huncting to shuting any day, and wias great iut teIit-fiegging, pol)e.
ami otiier equcstriaiî sports. Bordie Gilbert tvitt striai and 1l.
filir-ha'ured, and arnoolth-flcedl, bv no0 mcnns ail athîcte, and fond(
of' dratwing-rooîn ,;ports thoin thof ti ho field Het ow:îied il verv
sumptuous flat in Nlayfa.ir. and uFel1 Io (rive tea-parties. Wh'la!
constituted the link b!twvecn irîî and hies more %irile fricnds wirs .i

qjuestion vihich usunlly perplexcd strarigeri net a litie. Intitnat.'
friendq, hioevcr, kiiciv ilit Ronny Cochrmne ami Bertic Gilbert
't'erc oid seboul ehurrîs wbosc friendsirip dîtcd back to tie dav
w'hen the yotingcr, eleverer, andt weaker boy %vas tho fa(;Ite 'f
the big- or one, and helped iiiii over the stifi' fences of Latin pro-e-
ar.d translations, w~hite relying vcry manch, on liho> tallei' boy's Ij_
big shouidcrs and poweriut lirams to proeorve a certain amount 4c
respect for' their %ve&kiy superior aniong the turbulent youths oft
tire Loiver îzhool. ogi Montf'ord'e friendsllriîî for i3ertie va
at much more simple lifir. Ho %vas, in filet, in love with 13ttrtit',
pretty grcy-cyed qister, whom lier brother rCsenblo(i as intich a-,; il
is possible for a min to resonîbie a wvoman ; and tbore n'as 1 his l'là
common bctween hlmi and Coclîrane, and tho grey-cycd, goldvii.
haired beauty flirted %'itii therri bohl niost npartiaily, and ilue
and snubbed them bolli wvith iSe strictest and nozýt tincomiprobiigm
oquillit>'. But thon site %vas anl hoirc"s, amnd pre<ty heiress;es arir
-tilt to bo w~iliul.

IL %vould serve hier rigbt, anîd would renlly bu anl excellent
joke," lau-flied Reggiie 'Montiord, who did not im1agine <bat ler lie
ît'as speaking seriotisl>', or that Ronny Cochbranc hadl taken hîini iti
earnlest.

IThe niotmor would boc<lie roui1 diflictilty," ob,,crved ltrîtà
reflectivcly.

4Surely an old womnan would do for that," stt-zgested Cochaîmi'
W'»itlh a new golvn and a veil, and tho striciet injunictions tu saýr

verv little, and leave everythung t> lier brazen daughter. Aftur ail
silo bas only oe appenance tu make. Are yen stvr- of ilit
daughiter? Tient seemis to ie tho weak part."

4Oh no," rplicil Bertie confiderilly. "4 I nill back îili
daugliter urginst tho motber any day. Don't yon rerneniber Il-,e
cclnpletely Miss Scott took in aIl tho men at tho Christ Climmîcti
ball last year, aitid bon furious ail tIre woaîen wvere? Weoil,der'
you thinI, that il any of themn huîd suspected %v'lrat site really 't'a-.

thoy wvould have been only too gilad to say so omît of blieur spitc
Il ell. <bore is sornctbing in thuirt," repl'îed Cochrane. hir

bis becart did not ver>' much likie thc i(bOa iv'ieh Berdie bad era'
poscd. lie thotught it rather Il rougit on ai lady," and îîerlmap, a
trifle Il Iow " in itsoif', but lio nover had been able te shake il] ih
curionus ascendancy wlîich, I3rtic liad alwnys held ov'er hlmt (>1

the %vhoie, hiovet'er, lie %v'as glad that hoe vias going to Scotlawîl l'il
the folloving day, and would tberef'ore neot bc able to render aera
practicai assistance to tho seheino.

"4 1< will probib>' bc a more question of iiioney," said faiI
wvith a sneer. I daresay <bat the 4 lady ' wvould proscrit a N'ark<tv
chorus-girl if site tlmouhit, fliat site could do 1<. %vithout de:tt.n
and Ile chorus girl prîid h.itdsoinely."

The number of answvers te Lady Mary Cattiline'r3 ad vert i,t'ue lit
wvas net very excessive. One was froni an Anierican persi>n, W ice
wrote in rather a tastelcss mariner, and refcrrod to tho fit) eecll
portion of tho arrangement ia a blunt fashion which soundc'1 v'ery
coarso. The second came frorn Mancher-ter, and containcd a je'
as to how muchi tho lady of' title Il charged " tor preontmîilees.
Tho third ptirported to cerne Irom Il Tottie (le 'Vere," andl wîts
couched in a very familinr and offensbive strain. The addre-~ %V'1
St. John's Wood. This Lady «Mary decided zýt once te hoe lobeas,


