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cant during the past few years. In
1851 there wvere only somie.8,000,000
acres of land under cultivation, wbere-
as the census of 1870 shows the total
acreage occupied tiien in Canada was
some 36,000(>00, of which nearly two-
thirds wvas iniproved. 11Y 1851 the
population that nom, tilleci the country
raised some 16,000,000 hushels of
wheat, a p)roduction not largelv ex-
ceeded in sulisequent vears, as the
aggrnegate yîeld does not now go be-
yond 25,000,000 bushels. Buit froin
1851 the people began to turn their
attention to othet' CI-ols, so that the
ont crop of 25,000,000 busiiels in
1851 rose to 50,M0,000 in 1,S71;
potatoes from 15,000,000 Lushels to
50,000,000; and barley from 1,500,-
000 1)usbels to 12,000,000. The yield
of wvbeat per acre in Ontario is, as a
rule, in excess of that of niost States
of the American Union ; and it is
said that in the North-West forty
bushels is flot an unusual return per
acre on the rich alluvial lands whose
power of production is certainly re-
markable.

The revenue, which) did not; exceed
a million of dollars in 1840, rose to
13,000,000 in 1864, and is now sonie

$2 2,0o0,000, whilst eachi Province bas
a local revenue of its own to meet
provincial wants, and a large suai is
also annually raise(l in ail the munici-
pal divisions for local puî poses. The
(lebt of the country lbas also equally
increased ;but this debt, large as it is
in the augrregate, instead of represent-
ing w-ar and famine, illustrates tbe
energy of enterprise of the peole in
providing canals, railways and other
public works absolutely necessarv to
the development of the Dominion, and
assuming in many casus Ixnperial im-
portance.

In181 the total value of the
trade of Canada was not in excess of
$60,000,000;but,with the construction
of canals and railways, the stim~ulus
that wvas given by the constant influx
of population and capital, the trade,
in the course of the next twenty years,

assu med maignificent proportions. In
18 68S- 9, th e total trade of im ports and
exports was valued at over $130,000,-
000, and in 18'73 it went beyond
"_200, 000,000 ; and then Canadian
commerce Legan to recede before that
wave of commercial depression which
spread over the wbole of this contin-
ent, until in 1878, the value of the
imîJorts and exports in the aggregate
did not exceed $ý172,000,000. Per-
lîaps no statisties more cleai'ly illus-
trate the niaterial progress 'of Canada
tlîan tbose which are devoted to the
(levelopinient of lier bipping industry,
and lier railway system. It is the
pi-ide of Caniada that the people of ber
M~ aritinie Provinces bave tbat love for
thue sea wbich is the natural lieritage
of tbe men of the N orth. The little
Province of Nova Scotia owns more
sbipping in proportion to ber popula-
tion of sonie 400,000 soiuls than any
other country ini the world ; and ber
shil1 s are to be seen in every port to
whbich commnerce wings its fligbt. Inl
1806 aIl British North Anierica only
owned a total tonnage of 71,943 ; in
18S79, sbe possesses some 1,350,000
tons register, representing some 7,470
vessels, valued at -ý-0,000,000, and
entitling ber to rank witb Norway as
a, mercantile powver, after England and
the United States. The valuùe of the
sbips sold last year was over a million
of dollars, but a small sum, howeVel,
conipared. witb sonie years ago, when
th ere w-as a greater demand for woodefl
sbips. Tbe tonnage engaged, inwards
.91d. outwar(ls, between Canada and
foreign ports, reacbed 12,054,890 tonls,
and adding thue tonnage employed in
the coasting trade, wve bave a total Of
23,100,000 tons re(1uired for the trade
of Canada-an aggregate on11 sur-
passed by the Britishi Isles and the
United States.

The era of railway construction Inl
Canada dates from 18,50. In 1847
there were only some 40 miles in oper-
ation, wbilst in 1867, tbey bad beefi
lengtbened to 2,253. At the presefIt
time there are some 7,000 miles of r2il's


