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T 111Pi subject is cinblarrassin-ly vague and compreliensive. LUtîbe)lif is
flot declinied, and thie area over which it sprcads, %vhether in Canada,

(cnnFrance, or clsewlîere, is not inidicatcd." lerhaps this is 'vise, silice
%vitli miodern flîcilitiLs for thie dlistribution of knowledge, thc thouights and
opinions, gî>od and bad, of an)- on(: country are speedil), disseminated over
ilie civilized îvorld. Nothing cati nuwv be donc lin a corner. Whlat is told iii

tlie ear is boon pr-cichcd on the housctops. Thus faitli and unhielief geL the
ftillest publicity, and are more widely diffused at thie prescrit day than ever
bcforc. And y'et Sir %Villiani Dawson asks, l'cani such a thiing exist as current
utintclief ? Unhelief is a purely necgttive cjnantity. How cati it be current ?

'l'lie aniswer is, negaý,,tives iniply positives. For examiple, according to an old
and niuch tieglacted manual of thcology, the nugative precelit, 1T11011 %hal.
not kili," 1' requireth ail lawful endeavors Lo preserve our own life and the life
Oif ottiers." Bcsides, 1 venture Lu sugclgest that instead of unbelief being "a

îîuircly negative q uatîty," it is an evil spirituial force in mnaî which is quite
pisitive, and imipels inii Lu offer opposition to God and His truth. In this
sinise it is certainly current everywhere, for Jesus says, "He that is tiot witli
nie, is against mie ; and lie tliat gatlîercth not with mie, scattereth abroad."

But Sir Williami adds, "there may be a rapid current ini a streani, but
scarcely ini its dIried up. bcd." Truc, but this streami of unbelief, sad to Lel],
lias neyer been dried up. It started iii Eden, wvhen thiclie of the devil was
acted upon inistead of the truth of God, and iLs bed lias been deepenied and
;videned ever sitice in its progress tlirough the ages and witlî the growth of
tie humaîî race. One of the nîiost obtrusive facts in the history of unhelief
is iLs unbroken continuity i spite of ail that lias been done to sweep iL out
of the world.

It is obviotusly vital to Luis discussion Lu settle deinitely wvlat is limant
lîy faitl i nd utîbzlicU bçcause tlîey are directly atitagonistie. It is confidently
alleged by nîany tlîat niien hiave bounidless faitlî in science, banks; railways
anid sucli like. Tilis is undoubtedly correct, but is quite foreign to the
i iter in lhand. Snicb faitlî often co-exists îvith the inost determined îînbelief.


