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Cliristianity they asail, and also whiatever spirit of earnest truth-seeking thiere
is in thteir d iscip!es and advocates ? If %vu know whoiîî and what we have
believed, kntotw our bclief as a personal experi"iice and possession-and of
wlîat value is it unless it is a personal experience and p)ossession-
why should we fear? " Ventas prevalebit," and we caui await with calinness
and confidence the end. Trhe Father bath worked hitherto and still works.
God is îîot dead, and He will acconiplish His great purpose of truth even
through teniporary errors. I cannot prove by logic to any mari that there is a
God ; niuch less can any mari prove to nie or to himself that ihiere is no
God. There tîîay be difficulties and mysteries lu the way of Belief: tiiere
are graver ditificulties, and darker nîysteries in the wvay of Un.1-elief.
Wherever there is real Faitli there will bc courage and cbarity. Whilst

-science bas done much to underniiine soie foundation on whicb faith ivas
insecurcly resting, the spirit of inquiry suie lias awakened lias done untold
good. It lias taken us back to the Bible in a spirit of humble, lionest
searching, back to the sirnplicity of the Gospels. It has bielped us to seek
and to show our faith of 111e instead of the faitlî of forais and formiularies, to
stand more confidently because more intelligently on tlîe Word axîd Work of
God.

This question bas a very practical side wvbicli 1 cati do little more
than touch. How are we ini our nîinistry to deal, flot with the general rest-
lcssness of belief, but wîth actual and individuai cases? When any onie
conies to me whose sole object i5 tu throw discredit on what 1 believe and
wbat pcrhaps lit once believed, cornes only to, cavil, to put ugly conundruis,
and suicer, who lias iîo real love of truth, no real desire to0 seek or find it,
lbut on the contrary a secret fear, Nvhich be ende-avours to concual in scofflng,
that he would be ill at case if he did find it, it is not difficult to know how
ta) answer such an one. The gospel provcrb about «"peanîs"1 will guide nie
ibiere. But Mien one conies iu ail good faith and earnestiness, wvith the oId
crCC(l shaken and with mind restiess and unsettled ly ncw tboughts and tiecw
thenries and secks coutîsel and guidanîce, wvbat shall 1 do ? Refuse to listen
or repel hlm by angry prohibition of bis enquiries ? Or seek to, satisfy lus
spiritual huriger by a inere dogniiatic repetition of old articles of faith wvhich
for lii have been conîpletely shaken and wlhich lie cannae se his way to
accepî ? No, surcly not, but by synipatlîising witli hlm;i by a frank admis-
sion of tlîc doubts and dioeiculties witli whicbi nuy own falîli lias lîad to
wrcstle; hy spcakirig togellher of the new facts of 111e and science and history
anîd thie perpiexities these have engcndered ; by spea king, tiot as an infallible
or authoritativc pniest, but as a humuble, weak, yet believing and hopeful
brother. Shall we accept a nian's adhcsion to Christ so far as lie is able
horaestly to give il, or shall we dcmiand froni hlmi acceptance of cvcrything we
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