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T7HE OLD 1TESTAMENlT ANM THE NEW SCIENCES.

v.-TiHL AŽCTIQUI'x OF MAN.

\Vhile discussing the antiquity of mnan ini the last paper,
passing rcfcrencc wvas made to the fifthi and eleventh chapters
of Genesis as giving the generations fromi Adani to Abrahiam.
witlî figures tlîat seenued to furîîishi the data for a possible
chronology of t he early w'orld. It w~as found, howcî'er, that
owving, to the more or less-artifical structure of ail Biblical gene-
alogie s, tliey could be use(1 for tlîat purpose only -with consider-
able hesitation and reserve. AnN systeîn, of clironology .SC
upo01 tiei niust be hield only tcnitatively aîid subject to 'Cor-
rection fromi otiier sources of information.

Altogrethier apart froil the question of chrolnology, !îmwever,
these two genealogies present a scientifie difficulty of another
kind, -whlichi lias hardly received the attention it deserves, ini

tlî-C extraordinarily long lives wvhiclh are attributzd to thie patri-
archis reprcsenting the successive generations. Roughlly speak-
in-, thev are assigned ten tinies the average duratî.an of Iin;î;anl
life at the present tinie. This is particularly true of tiiose wl'ho
fioturisliedl before the deluge. After thiat cvent tlîe% gradlually
din'.inish;, as -we corne dowNv to hiistorical tinies, uîîtil they reachi
ages which are nornial ini our exI)erience. The statenients
are nmade in ail sobriety, without~ any surprise, as if it were a
niatter of course, and the figures are given withi great minute-
ness of detail, as if the writer feit perfectiy sure of bis facts, and
expected thiem to be receivcd without question.

Now, it would certainly .bc going too far to say that science
lias proved such, long,,,evity, under any circuni stances, to be ini-
possile. Not a few plants actually live longer than the perio-ds
here assigned to antediluvian mien, aîîd it is proverbialiy dfi
cuit to prove a universal îîegative. But science cannot hieil 1C-
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