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TORONTO, JANUARY 16, 1880G.

Piga.
8Y THE FDITOR.

Ty wnciont city of Piea ypresents
probably the most wonderful groap of
buildings in the world—the Cathedral,
Leaning Tower, Baptistery, and Campo
Santo, tho general relations of which
gro indicated in the engraving. The
Cathedral i3 & vast structure, dating, cx-
copt its restorations, from the eleventh
cenfury. Its alternate bands of black
1 and whito marble, with its magnificont
facado of enlumned arcades, gives it a
umquo and striking appearance, The

whoso awaying to and fro is sid to
have suggented to Galileo the idea of
the pendulwm, I visited, in an obscars
back streot, the houss in which the
great astronomer was born,

Tho Baptistery is u ciroular masble
bnilding, o hundred fest in diameter,
surrounded by columned arcades, and
surmounted by a lofty dome. The
pulpit and’ large octagonal font are
mervels of fmarble fretworl—Ilike ox-
quisite lace hardened into stone. That
which, to me at loast, gave its chiof
interest tofthe building, was its exqui-

gito echo, My guide saug over and

place where he is going to fall, for to
fall seoms for the moment inevitable,
Yet for five hundred years and meore,
this lovely “leaning miracle” has
reared its form of beauty to tho won-
dering gaze of successive generations,
The Campo Santo is a large quid-
rangle surrounded by spacious arcades,
with Gothic tracery of exquisite beauty.
The enclosure contains fifty-three ship-
loads of earth brovght from Mount
Calvary, in order that the dead might
repose in holy ground, The engraving
is one of several illustrating some of
the most striking, scenes jin Europe,

abominations ; and see if they conld
not bring the work of Gnd into com-
petition with the work of Satan; for
he could give no other appellation. to
that sonsational literature which was
g0 enormously diffused. Ho belioved
it was corrupting the morals of the
population—young and old—not a
branch-—more especially the yeunger
portion. He belioved it wonld sap the
very foundation of domestic life, and
introduce & new system of feeling on
the poirt of morals. It was not con-
fined'{to the lower' classcs, but wag
found also in the higheat classes of

sffect of the interior is of unusual
wlemnity and awe. From the vast
and shadowy dome looks down, in act
of benediction, s motaio efligy of Christ,
by Cimubue, in the austere Byzantine
stylo, of date A.D. 1302, The gilded
roof is supportod by sixty-eight ancient
Greck and Roman monolithic marblo
or porphyry columns, captured by the

itans in war, No two of these col-
umns are quite alike in height or
thickness ; but a sort of symmetry i
given by adding capitals and bases o
difforont heights, The effect of the
¥holo i far from unpleasing. In the
have hangs the larga bronze lamp,

f | It cauges & stranga

THE CATHEDRAL, BAPTISTERY, AND LEANING TOWER AT, PISA.

over again a geries of notes, and the
geftoned sounds fell back from the
lofty dome, faint and far, yob clear and
distinet, and with an unearthly sweet-
ness, like elfin notes in fairy land,
More famous than any other build-
ing of the group is the Leaning Tower
—a structure of remarkable beauty.
It consists of oight stories of marble
colonnades, risiog ono hundred and
goventy-nine feet high, and leaning
thirteon feet out of the perpendicular.
gengation of fancied
ingecurity to look down from the over-

henging edgo of the siry structure.
Onog;n%olmfturily begins to pick out the

which will appesr in early numbers of
the Methodist Magasine.

*

Printed Poison.

SpEAKING of vicious literature, Earl
Shaftesbury says: Could any man
Joubt that in the day in which we live
thoe press had acquired & power of such
ngmitude that it raled the destiny of
tho nation? Could any one doubt that
it was their duty as well as their in-
terest to do all they could to purify it?
And if they had a powerful press on
one side, thoy must have on the other
a press that wovld meet all the other

unless corrected, it would

society and, .
gubvert the whole system of morality

in this great empire, Ho was not ex-
aggerating the matter, ho had been
obliged to look into it, and could give
them proofs of the way in which it
was working upon the public mind.
The literature, like the amusements of
the present day, wero not like those
which prevailed when he was s young
man, snd which were rife among the
messes of the people, There was now
a cortain amount of refineraent among
the poorer as we.l ag the higher classes;
many would now be disgusted with the,
literature and smusements that were

prS——




