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PLEASANT HOURS.

THE SCHOOLBOY'S TURN.

TYJOU'\'E quizeed me often and puzzled
Ao me long,
You've asked me to cipher and spell,
You've called e a tutic et Lanswea D wrong,
Or a dolt if 1 fuiled to tell
Just when to say lio and when to iy lay,
Or what nine sevens make.
Or thoe longitude of Kamschatka Bay.
Or the L-lorget-what-its-name luke,
So I think it" about my tuwrn, I do,
"To ask a question or so of you.

Can you tell what **phen-dubs” means* 1
catl.
Can you say all off by heart
The ** onery twoery ichery anu,”
Or tell ““alleys™ and ,*commons™ apart
Cun vou Mling a top, 1 would like to kuuw,
Till 1t hums hike a bumble.-bee ¢
Can you make a hite yoursdf that will go
*Most s Ingh as the «ve van see,
Till it sails and soars like a hawk on the

wing, ) ) )
Aud the littlo binls come and light on its
stniug !

TO YOUNG MEN.

HE lesson to Lo learned by
every young man is that if

the Lrain of Robert Burns or
the brain of Daniel Webster could not
stand the wine-cup neither can theirs,
If the socrcery of the bottle overcame
the mighty =en, what chance is thero
for weaker ouest For the especinl
damage which slcohol works is wrought
in that one vital spot—the human
brain. That it is which makes all in-
dulgence in intoxicants so dangerous
and druonkenness to be so fearful a
crime agaiust God and our own lives
The only honest word to be applird to
drunkenness is not misfortune or dis
exse or infirmity ; it is voluntary
crime, It is a self-ioflicted blow at
the vcry seat and throno of manhcod;
it strike« tho brain and overthrows the
reasou, and dewmoliahea for the time
that moral sente which !ifts maun above
the brute. Alcohol is really that devil
which has the power to * cast hoth
soul and body ite hell "—2Dr. Cuyler.

-

BREVITIES,

A TEACHER asked his class, ¢ How do
you pronounce sti-ng-1" A smart
boy stood up and said, * That depends
a great deal on whether you mean to
use it on & man or a wasp |”

AN inquiring man thrust his finger
into & horse's mouth fo see how many
testh it had, and the horse closed its
mouth to see how many tingers the m:n
had. The curiosity of each was fully
satisfied,

ResoLvE not ¢o be poor. Whatever
you bhave, spend lees, Poverty is a
great enemy to human happiness. It
certainly destroys liberty, and it makes
gome virtues impracticable and others
extremely difficuit.

J=aN Pauvt RtcHTER once said that
he “ wouid rather dwell in the dim fog
of superstition than in air rarified to
notbing by the pump-air of unbelief,
in which the panting breast expires,
vainly and convulsively gasping for
breath.”

BackpoNE.—An old lady in Iowa,
says one of our exchangns, was asked
what she would do with all the corn
if it could not by made into whiskey.
She replied: “I would muke it into
starch to stitfen the backbLone of many
of our temperance people.” The old
lady in a very homs!y way expmesed &
great truth. What is wanted, and
wanied moaet, in this great cause of
temperance is not wore friends but
more courage,

j N

Oxe of Mr. Moody’n favourite
maximg i8 that * God cannot work
through a discouraged man.” 1t is as
bad for & violinist to attempt & sonata
on a discouragod violin, or fora pianist
to try a mocturne on a discourrged
pisnoforte,  There is u flatness, a lack
of vigour and resonance, which will
destroy the best of good iutentions or
of skill.-—Sunday School L'Smes.

“No,” sid Mues. Howespun, “1
haven's seen thoe * Light of Asia,’ nor I
don't want to, vither,  I've just been
bthered to death ever sit:co I began
keeping house, forty years ango, with
your new-fangled lights, and lamps,
and chimblies, and burners. Kharry-
sene's good enough for me, ¢ Light of
Axin'" No, I don't wunt nothing to
do with iv.”

ARTEMUS WaARD told a sto y about
1eading one of hin lectures to President
Lincoln, und asking the President’s
opinion of it.  According to the
showman's version of the interview the
Chief Mugistrate answered, with grave
deliberation, *“For those that liked
that kind of a lecture, I suppose it is
just the kind «f a lecturs that such
peoplo would like.”

“ Herks a neat toast,” said an old
gentlemun, a8 he read from a volume
in his hand—**In ascanding the hill
of prosperity may we never meet a
friend.'” “What iy there neat about
that 7" asked his wife, *“I don’t see
any point to it."” “Don't see any
poini!” exclaimed the husband: «why,
if you're going up the hill of prosperity
und meet & friend, he muse be going
down, muetn't he—must be on the
down-hill path, unprosperous—must,
in short—" * [ gee, [ see!"” interrupted
the old lady.

LESSON NOTES.

—

THIRD QUARTER.

B3.C, 1084.] LESSON V.,
DAVID'S REPENTANCE,
P, 51, 1-19,

fAug. 3.

Committ Lo memory vs., 9-12.

Goupey Texr.

My sin is ever before e, Psa. 51, 8.

OUTLINE,

1. A Confession, v, 1.5,
2 A Supplication, v. 6-19,

Tiste.—B C. 1034,

Exvravarions —~This psalm was written
by David after the prophet Nathan had
rebuked him in God's name for & great crime.
He had caused Uriah, a brave soldier, to be
slain that he might obtain his wife, whow he
wished to marry.  When accused by Nathan
he confessed s guilt, and sought forgiveness
of God. This psalm is his prayer for mercy.
Loving-kindness—God's love is our only hope
for forgiveness. Imiquity—The guilt of sin,
from which David longed to bo made clean.
Aguainst thee, thee only—Not that he cared
little for the wronyg done to man. Hut all sin
iy really befure Gud, and agaiast God's law.
Justified—That God’s action in punishing
sin may bo shown to be right, Skapen in
i quety  Born a sinwer, and & stuuer from
birth,  Hyssop—A plant like the broom used
to sprinkle the sacsifices amd the peoplo who
offered them. Creats in me—God only can
creato heartx anew,  Free Spirit—God’s Spirit,
which gives the joy of frecdotn from sin.
Blood-yuiltiness~The guilt of shedding blood.
Destrest not sarrifice—David felt that offerings
of beasts could not take away his sin. A
broken spirid—A heart sorry for 1its sins.
Wa.ls of Jirusalem—David had begun the
city, and he feared that God's wrath for his
crime would fall upon it. Bullocks—These
were buraed upon the altar at the sacrifice.

TracRINGS O THR LESsON.

Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. The prayer of tho penitent}
2. The confession of the contritot
8. The acceptable sacrifice ?

Tir LxsxoN CATRCHISM,

1. What is Davids pmyer? “1ave
merey upon me, O God.’ What docs
David usk of God 1 **Cleausy mo from my
sin " 8, What dues God desitet **Tiuth
in the anward parts.” 4. What are the
sacrifives of God T A broken spinit. 5, What
does God not despise? A Lroken und a
contrite heart,

Docimixat
ance,

o
-

Stuukstion. —~True  repent.

CaTECIHISM QUESTIONS,

77. By what means were our first paronts
led to commit 8o great « sin agninst God 7

By the subtilty of the devil, who mude ke
of the serpent to buguile Evo,  Geness i, 135
2 Corinthians xi 3.

78. Who is the devil or Satan ?

I'he chief of the fullen wngels, who, before
man’s fall, smoed aganst God, aml were cast
out of heaven, 1 Petorv. 8. Jude 6,

79, What i the employnent of the fallen
ungels ?

They tempt men to sin, and thus seek to
Lring them to their own place of wnsery.

{Matthew xxv. 41, Ephesians vi. 12
1 Thessalonians iit. 53 1 Tiwothy iii. 7.)

13.C, 1023.) LESSON VI,
ABNSALOM'S REGELLION,
£ Nam. 15, 1-14.

GoLDEN T'EXT,

[Aug. 10,

Commit to memory 3. 4-6.

Honour thy father and thy mother: that
_y days may be long npou the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee.  Exod. 20 12,

OUTLINE.

1. A False Prince. v. 1-6.
2, Lying Son, v 7.9,
3. A Foul Couspiracy, v. 10-14.
Time.—1B.C, 1023,
Pracks.—Jernsalem and Hebron,
Exrrasartioss —(thariols and horses—To
mako a great sbow and attract notice.  IMen
to run before—~Great men in the Eust have
runners in advance to clear the way. RKose up
carly—In the East business iy deue carly,
while the maning is cool.  Way of the gate
—The gate leading to the palace, where the
people came to sce the king, who acted as
judge.  Of what city—He talked with the
prople to get their affection. U that [acere
made judye —He pretended a deep interest in
tho peopls 1 order to make himself popular
Do him obeisance~ Bowing before him as the
prince.  Stole the kearte—Made them forget
all the brave deeds of David,  Forty years—
Probably this should be four years. ¢
Geshur—He was there in exile for the munlar
of his brother,  Serve the Lord—By offerings
at Hebron.  Sent spies—Men to organize the
rebelhion all through the land.  ffent in
thar simplicity—Nobles who wouid  give
honour to the cause, but did not know of the
conspiracy. Ahithophel—\Who was considered
the wisest man of the time. Let us flee—
PDavid saw that the conspiracy was a punish-
ment for his own sin, and bowed before the
will of God.

TEACHINGS OF THE LEssoN,

Where are we shown in this lesson—
1. That wicked ambition leads to crime?
2, That pride and ingratitude in a child are
open gates to 1ebellion 7
3. That a bad son makes a sad home 1

Tur LrssoN CATECHISM.

1. What did Absalom du? ¢*Stood beside
the way of the gate.” 2 What did he say
1o those who came to the king for judgment?
() that T wore mado judge!™ 3. What was
the effect of this? }{e stole the hearts of
Jsrael. 4 Where was the rallying point of
Absalom'srehellion? At Hebron, 5. What
did David do when he heard that Absalom
had rebelled?  He fled.

DucTiisal Svcaksrion, —Filial revereuce.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS.

80. Can they do what they please?

No; God controls their power, and will
save from their malice and subtilty all who
put their trust in Him, Jamesiv, 7; Luke
xxi. 31, 32; Romans xvi. 20,

{1 Corinthians x. 18 ; Ephesians vi, 11.}

81. What is said concermng the power of
Satan? .

Our Lord calls him *tho prince of this
world.” (Johu xii. 31.) Ephesianaii. 2.

82, And what is said concerning the bond.
age of sin ?

Our Lord said: *‘Every one that committeth
sin is tho bondservant of sin.” (John viii, 84.)

(Romaug vi. 16 ; 2 Peter ii, 19,
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BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS,

TWO NEW BOOKS.

BY J. JACKSON WRAY,
Awthor of Nestleton Magna, ele.

Garton Rowley ; or, Leaves from the
Log of o Master Mariner. Ilustrated,
12mo, cloth. Price 81,

Honest John 8tallibrass,
12mo, cloth.  Price $1.

HNlustrated,

10,000 Miles by Land and Sea.
Rev. W, W, Ross.
Price S1.

Toward the Bunrise; heing sketches of
travel in Enrope and the Fast, to which is
added a memorial sketch of Rev. Wou
Morley Puanshon, LL.D. By hev. Bugh
Juhnston, M.A. B D. Illustrated, 12mo,
cloth, pp. 438, Price $1.95,

Legends and Tales of the Harz Moun.
teins. By Toofic Lauder. Cloth, pp.
258,  Price &1.

Tact, Push, and Principle.
tor boys. By Wm. M. Thayer.
cloth  Price 81,

Capital for Working Boys.
MeConaughy.
Prico $).

By
12mo, cloth, pp. 28¢,

A book

12mo,

By J. E,
Mlustiated, 12mv, cloth

—

By W. K. WITHROW, D.D. ®*R.8.0:

Valeria, the Martyr of the Catacombs,
A tale of carly Christian lite in Rome
Ilustrated, 12mo, cloth., Price 75 cents.

Neville Trueman, the Pioneer Preach.
er. A tale of tho War of 1812, 12my
cloth, Price 75 cents.

The King's Messenger; or, Lawrence
Temple's Probation, 4 stury of Can
adian _lifa  [lustrated, 12mo, cloth,
Price 75 conte. ’
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