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gEAlR Enater is the crown of apring,
: When winter folda lus icy wing,
And hurries away bike o bnmshed king.

:l'hcy sather the flowers ae rich amd rare,
Nu v tring the altara, atnd o et spnte, |
And the women paton their garmontsta

To greet the glary of woul and sense,
When sature, striggehing from long defend,
Walka furth m a rich magailicence

And out of the old-tume doubt and fear,
lake n guide with a votee of holy cheer,
The dear Chnst tells us that God is near.

Better than lowery wreath and crown,

Than feathered bonnet and sitken gown,

Is the heart that lays ats own hardness
down,—

The heart that, grieving for sin and pride,

Feels the bright hope-angel near its side,

And thrills with the promise for which
Chlirist dicd,
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EASTER DAY.

Y. N Easter morning, in primi-
tive times, Christians sal-
uted each other with an
impressiveformula. “Christ
is risen!” exclaimed one.
“Christ is risen, indeed,”
replied the brother suluted,
“and hath appeared unto

Simon.”

This beautiful custom is retained in
the Greek Church. In Russia one
may still hear these words, which reeall
the morning when the surprised dis-
ciples first listened to tho joyful
tidings.

There will also be joyfulness
throughout Christendom, next Sunday,
for it will be the anniversary of our
Lord’s resurrcction, Churches will
glow with flowers and vibrate with
carol and jubilate. Paschal eggs,
dyed in the sacred red, or violet, or
blue, will be exchanged by thousands
of youth. So Christians did centuries
ago, using the Pasch, as the egg was
called, to aymbolize life bursting the
bonds of the sepulchre,

Until the Council of Nice, A.D.
325, there was a diffurence of opinion,
as to when, not as to wAy, Easter
should be celebrated. The ocouncil
decided that the great feast should be

observed upon one and the same day.
It fixed the 2ay as the first Sunday

| -

after the full noon which happens
upon or next after tho 21st day
of March, tho vernal equinox.
If the full moon happens upon s
Sunday, the festival is to be ob-
served the Sunday after.

Enster iv, therefore, a movable
feast, hut the event which it com-
memorntes s & tixed fact of his
tory. It is also a fundamentul
fuct of Christianity., For ho who
denies the literal resurrection of
the human body of Jesus Christ
should, to bo logically consistent,
deny the verity of the Christian
roligion,

The Apostles bused their up-
peals to Jews and Gentiles to
becomo Christians upon this fact.
Tbey were plain men, accustomed
to observe facts, though slow to
apprehend doctrines. Thoy spesk
as sober-minded witnesscs testity-
ing to what they know,

“We affirm,” they say in sub-
stance,  that after Jesus of Naz-
areth had died and been buried,
He appeared to us on several
different occasions. Wo could not
have been deceived, for we saw Him,

with Him, and ate with Him.
obeyed His commands and saw Him
perform a miracle. We met Him by
sppointment, and heard Him bid us go
and make disciples of all nations. We,
with our own eyes, in broad daylight,
saw Him ascend into heaven,”

Their evidence cannot be rejected
on the ground that they were deceived,
by sceing only a vision. A vision is
not handled, nor does it eat or work a
miracle. The slternative is to believe
their testimony, or to reject it as the
falsehood of wilful impostors. That
supposition is demolished by the char-
acter of the Apostles, by their zeal,
their success, and their fate.

Thoy were lhonest men whom the
death of their leader had disheartened
and scattered. Thoy did not expect
to sece Him aguin on earth, Their
cause was lost, so they thought, when
they saw their dead Lord buried.

But their senses forced them, in
spito of their despair and their skepti-
cism, to confess that they saw Jesus in
His own body. The sight gathered
them again in one band, and filled
them with enthusiasm for the *lost
cause.”

They went everywhere testifying
that Christ had risen trom the dead,
and that they had seen Him. In all
places and at all times they witnessed
to this fuct. In prisors and in courts,
before the people who derided them as
fanatics, and before the rulers who
cursed them as fools, they asserted that
they knew their blessed Lord had
risen from the dead.

They sealed their testimony with
their blood, aund the fact they pro-
claimed revolutionized the world.
‘Wero they martyrs to alie? Did a
falsehood change the history of the
world?* Is the Clristian church, the
most practical and powerful benevolent

founded upon an imposture ?

In all the trustworthy facts of his-
tory, there is not one more certain
than the fact that Jesus of Nazareth
rose from tho dead with the same body
which was laid in the tomb of Joseph
of Arimathea.

On Easter morning, therefore, the
Christian church atands by an empty

StreET 1N HaMirToN, BERMODA.—(See First Page.)
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the open tomb. * His body ¢s there,”
and it sweeps its right hand towards

touched Him, handled Him, spoke|heaven, as jubilant voices cbant,
We,

* Now is Christ risen from the dead,
and become the firstfruits of them
that slept.”—XYoutl's Companion.
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“THE RESURRECTION.”

£ T has been remsarked that the
k* most eager opposers of the
Bible are those who know
. least about it. The story of
v two brilliant men who un-
dertook to cast scorn upon
the New Testament, and
ended by becoming its de-
fenders, is one of the best illustrations
of the effect of thoroughly studying
the Word of God.

Lord Lyttleton and Gilbert West,
both men of influence, but skeptical
with regard to Christianity, once made
an agreement that each should write &
criticism dn some New Testament
miracle, showing its ¢ absurdity,” and
holding it up to ridicule. Gilbert
West chose' the resurrection of Christ.
He obtained a Bible, and went care-
fully through the four accounts of the
death of Christ and His burial—and
of the wonderful sequel, which he was
to explain away.

How.should he shape his attack on
this story of the resurrection? was his
first thought. Should he insinuate
“ pious fraud,” * fictions of blind de-
votion,” ‘& superstitious mistake,”
¢ Mary Magdalen's imagination"—
what? The wore he thought about it,
the more the difficulties grew.

Again he studied the events of that
Friday's closing scens; the sealed
stone, and the Roman guard; the
mysterious opening of the watched
sepulchre ; the incidents and swift sur-
prises of that first-day’s dawn; the
meetings, the doubts, the recognitiuns
of that memorable Sunday—the whole
record, to the ascension from Mount

institution earth has ever possessed,{Olivet. Biographers end their books

with the death of their hero ; but here
he found the writers had all added a
chapter, telling what happened after-

wards, 'Was there a parallel case any-
whero?

He w=xs not satisfied. He turned
back to .the beginning, and read the
life of Jesus. When he reached the
resurrection story again, he began to

sepulchre and gazes into heaven. * His

body was there,” it says, pointing to

fear that he was attempting too much.
How could he destroy the story?

YWhat sort of man must he have been
of whom such a story could be told!
Did not a great life and character
deserve a great event? Could any
common reality explain 80 grand sn
idea, that grew with the centuries, and
made a living worship in the hearts of
millions?

Still unsatisfied, he reviewed the
Gospels. His references led him back

to the prophecies, and he put the Old |

and New Testaments together, reading
the Epistles, and discovering with
what strange power the resurrection
pervaded Christian precept and Chris
tian life,

He began to feel its fnfluence on
himself, When he finally commenced
his treatise, he was a different man,
Better acquaintance with his subject
had changed him from a hostile critic
to a loving advocate. He wrote with
increasing light breaking into his mind
and glowing under his pen. His work
was & triumph, but not at all of the
kind he had first intended. It is, in
fuct, one of the best commentaries we
have on the glorious event which
Easter Day commemorates.

Lord Lyttleton, who chose the “Con-
veraion of St. Paul ” for his subject of
ridicule, had an experience very similsr,
and the result of his first honest study
of the Scriptures was the same,

Lyttleton on Paul’s Conversion, and
‘West, on the Resurrection, are stan-
dard books that will al #avs be thought
of together—the monument of two
men who were skeptics when they
began their work, and believers when
they performed and-finished it

LETTER FROM Mz. CROSBY.

My pxar Mr. Witnrow,—Would
you be kind enough to put in your
paper an account of a subscriptiou to-
wards our Mission-boat at Simpson.
A little boy heard about the proposed
boat, 80 he said to his father, ¢ Papa,
I will send Mr. Crosby all thatisin
my bank, 20 it was sent on (30 cents),
thirty centa, I told about this at one
place and afterwards I found that six
little girls bad 4joined together and
were sewing. They told me they were
going to work as a little Missionary
Society for the Mission-boat, at Port
Simpson., Now, if all the children
would get to work like this we should
get a boat, 80 we might be saved from
mwuch of the hard work of paddling.

Ycars truly, T. Crossy.




