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hcr. Shc has been taken fromn among ber
conîpanions, and set on higli as an object of
adoration, the intellect of man bas been humbi-
ed beforo, and ber very caprices have been laws
to him. Is it to be wondorod at, if she cannot
at once resign her qucenly station, and become
the gentie and submissîve antd forbearingr wo-
nian?! Is it strange that the reproof or the
cold rcbuke of bim who once taught ber that
she was ail perfection, should sound strangely
to ber car, and faîl with bittorness upon ber
heart 1 The change whicb takes place in the
moere manners of bim who was once the de-
voted lover, is bard to undorstand. IlI cannot
describe," said a lady, who was by no means
rentarkable for sensitivcness of feeling, I cari-
flot describe how unhappy 1 feit the first tinie
after my marriagethat my husband put on bis
bat and walked out of the bouse to bis daily
business, witbout bidding nme farowell. 1
thought of it ail the morning, and wondered
whether be was displeased witb me, nor until
1 liad questioned him on the subjeet, did 1 dis-
cover (what ivas perhaps equally painfil to me
then,) that ho was so occupied with bis busi-
ness, as to, have forgotten it." Many a mis-
understandingr in married life has arisen ont of
circumstances as trifling as the one just record-
cd ; for when a woman bas been made to be-
lieve tlîat she is the sole objeet of ber lover's
thoughits, it is difficult for ber to realize that
the act whicb transfers to bim the future guar-
dianship of bier bappiness, exonerates bim from
those minute attentions, wbicb have hitherto
contrihuted so much to ber enjoyment. Do
flot mnistake nme, gentie reader ; I do not meart
to say as somec have ventured to assert, that
ilCourtship is a woman's Paradise, and Mar-
niage ber Ptirgatory,' for nîy own blessed ex-
perience would quickly give the lie to any such
false theory ; but 1 would merely suggest
wbether this exaltfation of a mistress into some-
thingr more than woman, hefore marriage, does
not tend to, produce'a reaction of feeling, wbicb
is apt to degrade lier into sometbing less than
the rest of her sex afterwards; and wbcther ho
who saw no fauîts in bis Illadye-love" will not
be hikely ta sec more than she ever possessed,
in bis icýfe ?

Charles Wharton had certainly committed
this common error. Loving bis mother and
esisters with the most devoted affection, ho had
learncd ta regard them as models of feminine
virtue and grace, yet there was something of
sombre and grave in their characters, wbich
did not cxactly agroe with his beau-ideai of
woman,

IlSkilled alike to dazzle and to please."

He was therofore peculiarly susceptible to tho
charms of pîsyful wit and gaiety in bis belov-
ed Mary, and finding ber thus in possession of
the ouly gift which was wanting in bis homec
circle, ho, by a very natural error, attributed Io
ber ail the other qualities ivbich ho found therd

in sucb perfection. He had created an imagi-
nary being, wbo should unite the lighter graceS
witb the nobler virtues, and, fascinated by tIse
beauty, and tbe sunny temper of Miss Lee, hg
found no difficulty in embodying in ber fori
bis ideal mistress. For a time hoe was perfect'
ly enchanted, but the familiar intercourse 0t
married life at lengyth discovered sorte defeetO
in the eharacter of the yuung and ligbt-hearted
wife, and Wharton, feeling as mon are apt to do,

IAs charm by charm unwinds,
'Iht robed their idol,"

was almost tempted to believe that hoe lad ut'
tonly deceivod lîimself. But in this opinion lhe
was as fan wrong as when hoe lad fancied ber
ak perfection. Mary possessed all the mate'
rial for forming an estimable woman, but shO
was young, thougbtless, and untaught. SbO
was one of a family wbo livcd but for societY
and whose deportment ta each other wasai
exemplification of the old copy-book apothegnl1

elFamiliarity breeds contempt.> The self-rer
speet whicb inculcates personal neatness as 01
duty-the respect towards each other, whicli
should ho as carefully cberished between brO'
thers and sisters, as the affection whiclb, i11
truth, will flot long oxist without it-werc 011'

tinely unknown among tbem. In society, tbcY
were models of propriety, but, in the domestiO
cincle, thene was a ivant of rmethod, and a ntc'
gleet of neatness whicb could flot fail ta be il"
jurious to every member of thse family. mEsY
be mistaken, but, it seems to me, that hbituS1

slovenliness cannot fail to have its effeet upOi1

thse mental as weil as the bodily habits. To 9
well balaneed mind, external order seems g
essential as intellectual purity, and howeVet
great may be thse genius, there is suroly sonie'
thing wanting to a perfect equilibriuma of tIse
faculties, when tIse body-through the mediuie
of wbich ideas must nocessarily be conveycd
to the mind-is babitually neglected, and col"
sequently exposed to disgustf,îl rather ths5

agrecable images. But whatever may be thO
effec t of a want of neatness on onc's individtt$l
character, there is no doubt as ta its influenclO
on others. No man can have a proper respect
for femnale purity and delicacy, when be h8s~
Iscen accustomed, froma childhood, ta witi0s5


