
las£ of their charges. He thius showed thuat hie
considered thesa ail as invented.

Jesus inquired if this wera bis own question,
or inercly a repetition of %vhat the Jews bail
said. (Johin 18: 33-38.)

Pilate disowned any parsonal inquiry, and
tauntingly remar<ed that Christ's own nation
hand batrayed hira.

Jesus admittad beiug a king, but sho%ýce
that his kingdom -%vas not of this world and
was not defended by the strength of mani, and
therafore could not conflict with Coesar's ; that
it -%vas a kingdlom of the truth, and secured the
allegiance of the truth's adherents only. This
ivas a complete refutation of ail the chargea
of the j'qws, and se, Pilate understood it.

12-94--Pilate then went out and told the
Jews that ha found no fault whatever in Christ.
Thxis meaut the acquittai of the accused, and
therefore ail timeir proceedings were cancelled.
The plain course of duty was te liberate Christ
at once.

But as tha Jens reiterated their charge.,
more fiercely than ever, Pilate bagan to waver.
Hie feared an insurrection which w'ould ha
frauglit witb great danger îvhen sncb inulti-
tudea were in the city. He dreaded a comn-
plaint to Tiberius, wvhose suspiejous nxadniess
would seakz the blood. of anyona who sbeltered
a pretending king. His past crimes mnade himi
'afmaid of an investigation into his administra-
tion. And se goaded on by cowardly fears, by
the rage of Jewisbi fanaties, and by the con-
scious guilt of past crimes, hie baga n to seek-
soe excuse for disobeying the Stern comniand
of duty. And this was the first stap down to
bis own utter rmin.

Whila hae ias listening te these repezsted and
amplified accusations, Christ xnaintained an
unbroken silence. Ris innocence 'was so,
clearly establishied that lia needad no further
defence, and by no word nor sign would hae
sanction tlie prolongation of the proceedings.

1-is silence -%vas a condamination of boLh
Pilate's hesitanoy and tbe Jews' hate. Yet
Pilate could not understand it. 'Nothing lass
than tlieprisoer' life was ut stake, and stili
his majestic coniposure was unrnffledl. And
Pilate xnarvelledl greatly.

It is probably between verses 14 and 15
that we are te place the trial before Herod.-
(Luke 23: 6-11.) Iii cama about in this way.
Pilate noticed the word «'Galilee " >among the

outcries of rage that greatcd bis declaration of
Clirist's innocence. %vhenaver hae found out

%htat Jesus balonged to Herod's jurisdiotion,
lia detarmined te send the case to, hira for judg.
ment.

This seemad a greatstroka of policy. Itwas
a recognition of Herod's authority, and %vould
patch up tht±ir broken friendshîp. It would
reli.-va hini of the necassity of deciding a bard
inatter for lia fait sure that Harod would settie

Harod ivas pleased both at Pilate's deferenca
and at saeing Christ. But ivhen Christ would
not gratify his curiosity by aven a word, lia
mocked hM, nmada liglit of the charges, and
sent hiisa back to Pilate.

15-I8.-A compromise was now suggested te
Pilat . At that time the frequant insurrec-
tions of tha Jews against the Riomans lad te
the arreat of niany of thair national leaders.
No matter what thair character or past conduct,
the niera fact that tbay suffarad for fighting
the Romans endaarad thein to the Jeivish
heurt. To conciliate tha people at a dangerous
tirne, it ivas the governor's custom to release
unto thani their choice of thesa captives at the
Passovar.

Now hae knew that the chia! prîasts had deli-
vered Jasus te hlm bacause they anvied his
influence in the nation, which was dastroying
thair owà authority. So ha offerad theapeople
their choice batwean B3arabbas, an insurrec-
tionist, robbar and murdarer, and Jesus the
Christ. He fait sure that they ivould
select Jesus, and thus Christ would ba savad,
wbila hae would avoid the danger o! dalivaring
Min. 'rîus hae batrayad his conscience te the
.popular vote. And hae leanad on a broken
raed.

19' -Whila Pilate wus thus digging the pit
into %vhich hae was te fall, a rascning baud -%vas
stretcl>ed ont teave him. Ris wife, te wom
tradition gives the naine o! Procula, LÀ~ just
bad a dreain, in which shie suffered niany
thiugs bacause of Christ. Se sha wariied Pilate
te, bava nothing te, do îvith him.

The way in 'ibih she refers te Jesne, would
seem te inxply that aia and Pilate had spek-en
about bini t<e one another before. Probably
Edersheim is right in saying that Pilate nmust
bava kniown o!. Jeas's arrest belote lia was
brouglit bafore him, since the seldiers who


