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_that of the whole ; at the saue tne a dicovery of the msrrmentali
ne of prodducinig the Paabng severaly, 1 fived 1o belp
st nuderstaridingg of then,
= And Biere it i= proper 10 advert to gome flebrew teemd swinels in onr
~translanon are retmned afong wils the tithea of the Pajms, Sane
“Paaling aw cotiticd Miehtan, that iz, gablen, and are supposed to he so
fed heeause it o thought they weee ovgmallye weittea i golden tetters
nn nccount of their pariicalar exesfience,  Qthers ate sipbed Wazedil,
Decaner wnch Parlma are especaaily eatealated o give nstruetion, ad the
“word dgmfics, Shigzaion ieun leratosd neindieating n Paatn ot copare
detinn; ve an clegy, Hizzsion wmenny medetatian, denntng that the
Panln fusuishies rpecial wintter for that exereise.  Hespreting the wonl
o s Selak; which occura very feequently, thete has been a vanety of opinions,
. Soeue consider it a mwecal note pointing out sote change w the singing
“of playing 5 others egant it as marking something emphatie, and wogny
T of being specially aneaded 10, In the ticeek transhations of the (fd
- MPestament, the Septaagitt, ot s remdeeed by nwond agmiying a rest or
~.pause, -1t ie plaunly not o companent part of any <entence whese we meet
with I, aud adits preciee eaning or uer Fanpnt now be foind oty we
‘may just let italone,  Neginith, Neluiul, Shemmnh, Gittnh, seem to
tefer to patticular nmeical 1natsuments, some played with the- tingers, othe
---eea with - the bremb, which were used afong with the Pealmato which
they are nefized. .

‘Flie Paalis ate all of that species of poetry called furie, that is, adapte
ed 16 musie, from an invtrument anciently in contimton wee, the yre —
Among the Jews, and aleo the first Clinstiang, they do got s » have

-~ been rung just ns we do, but eather channted, that ie, tepented in & slow,
soleans, musical manier. ‘That they were intended 10 be used mudically,
while the patticalar mode of dving it i4 nnt preseribed, jaevident.  ros

~pee mnsic conjoined with sutalile wordle, is a powerlul assistant to devae

.- tional-feeling amd txercise, pnd to_piety in_the heart. It composcs,

_ pleaser, aud elevatés the sonl, - giving greater- effiet 1o the -sentimenta

*which are expressed, and to thé emntions they should exeite;
= Mhe-Paoctey i the: Pealms §s of vanons character,  Rome aof then are
Nighly lmpasmoned, others more gmve and composed,” Same of them
. give uiterance 1o the atroae fooings ol sorrmw, or of joy, of apprehens
~ aiun or of “dedire, and aot unfrequently dn we find a geeat intermixture in
= the samn Paalin. “Llhe connnencement of It espressing the. weiter's nae
= tutal feelings undee. the. ntlience,of the circumstances in_ whicl lie la
placed ; ol she Tatier pan of it eontaining the language of hit faith and”™
spiritual confilence, when looking to the miolty and gradinee Jehovaly
‘a8 his God'and Fricad.. Sonc: of the Paiine are-didactie povtry, that
+ Ay they luve st tnore pacticularly fur thewr olyeet 1o teach rrathy, * delise
enny great maxuns o bie, or the procepte of weligian, jn salentr, bt for
the most part simple, strnma  For ecample, the lonpest of them all,

“'the 319, ‘and- hkewise the ather alphahotieal - Panting, 50 éntled hieeanee .

eacl veree or etanza bogns wath a_letter of the Hebrew alphabet,
suecowsive opder.  Of these, inclwluut the 119th, there arc cight,  Abont
oncseventh of the Pealiny are elegial, or pathetie, being eamporitione on

avavian Presvntecinn. Pagasine,

“follow

[ March,

durd the history of the Jewaiea
Many were, probably, poeed o 3 ol passages in
Daseda b, hie dangers, his afilienoon, Dia deliverances,  But of thowe
which relate to the public Justory of ihe natural Issac), there are fow in
which the {artunes of the ayetical Ismael, the Christian Chuteh, are not
adunbrated, and «f tho<e wlich telate to the hfe of David, there ate hone in
shicli the 3on af Darid is not the priacipal and immediate subject.  Dae
wid's afthcrons are Meesal'e sufl nugs, Davil's penitential supplications,
ate the supplications of Mexeiah in agony, David's songe of triumph nnd
thanksziving, are Meseish's songs of triumph: and thauksgiving for his
victoty over m, death and bell,  In 2 wotd, there fs not a page in this
ok of Pealuis 1 which the pious reader will not find 1he Saviour, if he
rend with & view of tading hun, amd it was a just encontlum upon it that
cane from the pen of one of the carly fathers; that it-is a complete syae

tem of. Divinity for the use and_ edification of the common people of the

fandamental part of !"'"fitd religion,

Chnstian Claach.” : R
‘There ¢an be no donbt that there in muek of Christ i the Pealna g

they are cited more feqaratly in the New ‘Uestament as referting to hiny
than any other book in the Ot Testament 3. but whether they oll apply
1o Iun, digeeddy o sndiceetly, is another manter, ‘Fhere docs nnt seem
Seripuute teasons for thinkine that thiey do, Ol may the Hloly Rplrit,
by winee suggeetion nud qaid re adinirable compositions were
peanied, 08 & most sich and tnsatuable donation to the Church of God in
alf nges, upen oue -untferstandings to vaderstand them tealy and extens
sively, and enahle ue to make that uee and improvement of them by
whish they will be fraught to us-with spiritunl benefit and enjoyment,
for whirh we sliall have cause to praise God fervently, world without end,

There remntks, which have been lengthened more than was intended,
bt which su far from exhausting the nich subject, only throw & few faint
beama upon ity shall now he cladbed by a brict etatement of some rules
which they who wislito stuldy the Psalins to advamage will-do well to

1.- We should endeavout. 1o id out the general seope and design of
each PPaatin, 1d this we may obtain zome ald from the title which js pre.
fised, when there jsone,  1lat as iese Inseriplions are not alwaya to be
depended on as gennine and necorate, we should set ourrelves-to 8
diligent and. nttentive consideration of the Pralm fieelf, and thus try to
Ascettnin na clearly ne posaible its leading inport ; and by humble and pa-
tient tesearchr, and seeking divine teaching, much may be done, indecd,

ol that i neccseary for profitting 1o vur soula.-

mournful sibjécta.  Sueh are what are called penitential Pealms, ar tliose |

which telate to the distreaccs, geivle; fearn, and mennl depression of the
Pealmist, whatever they niay b, “Some Pealms are enigmatie, ar pagae
bolie, stating imporiaat feligions docttine fn a siriking Gcorative manner,
yet easy 1o be understood by those who are willing to leara. In short,-
this book presents to us a wide diversity of composition and- topics, and
thus it is tichly. fitted to afford the Christian sant both thought and fans
guage, well suited 10 lus éonduion whatever it i, whether prosperans or
adverse, joyous ot gricvous; and especially when hie situation i teying.
‘The Psalnis, iherefure, indeendent of their poctical ‘heauties and oxcels
Jeacica, which ate ancqualled both in- respeet of siyle aad patticularly of
- sent itute an ample ) + 0 preeiong and {nexhaustible
treasusy, from wiich we may derive all that we need for instsuction and
comfort; fot the direetion of our faith and hope, fur rai<ing ue above tlie
world, and enabling ue to make God avr grand dependence and our por
-tion for ever.

‘Thete is an impottant question relat

ive 10 the meaning of the Pualms

which deserves particular notice, “Ihe question is, Wiat s their fall - -

port T Ate we 10 restrict it to the pbsious and fitetal sense 1 Or are we'
10 extend it further, secking a decper epivitaal signification T Soine, both
among ancieat and modern expasitors, parucolarly Bishop Horae, in his
ingenuous preface to I+ communtaty on the Pratins, contend for the lat-
ter mode of umilepstanding them, as”affording - the proper key to unloek
and place before ueall the nch ore which they contain. They strenne
ausly nllege that Meesinh or Christ, in his persan, life, wark, and Kinge
dom, is the gicat subject of the Pealing, that thev all testified of, and.are
appheable 10 flun, m thea full beanng, besides_their.primary,_and Lieral
sense. “Thatn consdeiable number of those relate to our Toud Jems
Christ, and ophetic of his coming into the woild, sid of what lie
Wwas {o uiderzo and accompliah, s cértain, for we have proof. of this in
“the.New: Testainen: j:
Apostles, aud where they ead without doabting we'may safely follow,
In thié 2nd, 8k} 16th,  22ad, 24, 40th, 451h;, 63th, 60th:, 72ad, &5,
89th, 30915, 110:h, 118th, 132ud-=in these, at.Jeast, we have on the
- authority of INew T ion, and application ta

P PPy P R ““7 M

tive delinéations’ of the™Reideemer, personally. and relatively, Thus far

we ean go on sate ground, pecliaps we may o fartlier, and without crre

“ingy; see in- the -following o iony. of.an able, writer, .on .this .

-book :.2¢ It is true.that. many _of the_ Psalms are_commenmorative of the
8 of God in. belalf of his chioeen - people, fof ja-.

ngerpositi

there we have his own testimony .and that of his. |-

to Christ, predice. |.

Q. We shoutd compare the Pratins lustorieally, that is, we should com-
pare_thore of thean which appear to_call for thie, with 1he narratives of
the O ‘Iestatent, e-preinlly those’ which ‘selate-to " David, and to the
Jews a general, frem the origin of their monaichy, 1o their return from
the Babvloning eaptivaty.  In particutar, the two Booka of Samuel are of
areat importance for flustrating the Paalns, to wany of whicl they may
be tegarded nxa sort of Key.

3 Such references 1o the Pealma a8 are to be-found in the New-Teso
tnment, we should carefully examine, as these will unfold to us the evane
stel-cal import of the Pealms in question, hiowever short we may be of
fully understanding others ; and as has been already hinted, we have this
great advantage witk regard to not a few - Pralms, )

4 Wherever wé can o ity we should aecertain, a8 well ar possible, the
author of the Psaln under ideraty 'his- must -evidently much-
subserve our understanding it 3 and the more familiar we become with the
historical hoaks of the Ol Testament, aud particularly with the occure
tences of Dasid'a cventful hfe, the more canable will we be to decide who
awrote ench and such a- Fsatm, and when ft was composed, - Sce, there-
fore, seflecting reader, low.valuable it is_to know the Scriptures tho-
roughly, ae a mighty help to comprehiending each part of them.

5. We should especially be concerned to sead and ponder the Paalme,
and'indeed the whole of Seriptute, in & plous and devouonal frame of
tnind, and with constant prayer to Giod,-that he would illumidate s,
opening the cyes of onr mind fo sce the wondrous things in his worde
that he would spiritualize our affections—and that he would sanctily us in
Tenst and in conduct, through- his own truth—his word is Ernl_h. Unless.
our Scrip xercises are of this they are wed, not
pleasing 1o God, and without rubstantial profitabieness and saving good
10 ua 3 and if we fuil of Lecoming wise unto salvation through faith in
Clrist Jeaus, by means of the holy Scriptures, with which we age so
highly favoured, we comse shont==of whatl OF true blesseducss here and
fereafier; and ours shafl be the - condemmation of knowing, or having
had it fully in our power to know, our Lord's will—hut we did it not, and
therefore we sliall be beaten with many-sripes.  [ow then should we

_fear aud be stirced up 20 opply -our heants unto wisdom, taking good heed

to what God eays ta ua in the Book by wlhich-he spcuks to ua, and ear-
tiesily proying-1o him that he may canse us to walk in lus truth, onward
to yonder: world of light and pute.felicity.. In his way. may all who

‘tea] what. had now becn wrinten, ¢ go forward” uito perfection.

(OB .THE_ CANADIAN TRESBITERIAN MAGAZINE.]

FAITH:
1. Paith is one of théze terms which expresscs a simple siate of the
‘mind; and it canaot therefore be defiaed. . The wotds beliel, credit, confi-,
Aénce; ion; are only terms, iig the same state
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