(OAPIELR I

THE BELLE OF THE BALL.

Muuster 10 all alive, simmering, bubbling |

«vel wila esc.tetuenut , the mugnates or por-
cclain ol Xmiuster are adjusting ribbons, fit-
Lug wroatbs, socnted  pocket handkerahiefe,
otreliuny pluves, tyig white necnoluths,

auld utherwise preparing lor the momontous

vvening.  The iuforior olay of Xunaster
g y

L.ver about tho gateway of ** The Geurge "

L.tel ia all that eshilaration of spirits that
awebg the multitude, and while away the

Lad.uago. Itisbut a mumenta
«fsvme hundrel or su ot ladies and gentle.
wen iu oveniog attire that is destined to bo
tho ruward of their paticnee , but  then, you
we, Xmins'er is a town in which the stream
« { Uifo runs sluggisbly. Circuses, conjurors,
lecturcrs, monclugue entertainers, ete., are
rather by of Xwinster , the little town is o
thoruaghly habituated to retiring to rest at
un carly hour, that evon tho visits of some
of thege talented and advonturous beings
Liave farled to tempt the inhabitants to fore-
sv tLur beds or to expeud their silver. Buch
pecple speak disparagingly of Xminster as a
tvwo with no artiatio tastes.

Bat tho dellest mllagein England recog-
nizes some two or three occasionsin the year
ou which dreary unrth takes tho placo of
welancholy stagnation. It was not, there-
fore, hkely that Xounster, which in a quiet
way labored under the impression that it
was rather a bright, lively, go-ahead town
than utherwise, shouid bo without its aar-
wivals, They were two : the tair, on which
vieasiun thoe inf nor clay and 1ntc:mediate
carthenware got drunk and did business at
intcrvals for the week ; and the dispensary
Lali, &t whioh the

tuuablo privilege of, for two or threo hours,
Lreatlung the samo Lieated air as the country
families.  Itis the latter carnival which is

| bis name when introduced "to me.
| noted radical, or murlerer, or what ?
{ was ratier more amusing thau some of the
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he was by no meoans tho least agreeable

was by her sido.

cxclanmed, * My dear Maude, how could
you daunce with that man ?'

rou, smiliug. ¢ T bave danced with a gool
wany to v'ght, ivcludivg your sweet self,
cousin, mne.’

* Don't be absurd, Maudo:
very well whow I mean—that dark® man—

I your last partaer.’

* Aud wherefore saould I got dance with !
' bim ?* inquired Miss Denison.

¢ For a hundred reasons. His namse aluno !

sratuitoas siglt-sueing 18 wont to producetshoum bave sutficed to prevent it.

¢ Dear me " laughed the young lady,

osity. Do tell me who this wonster ot
imquity is, tor, truth to say, I did not
Ishe a
°

:men I bave chanced on this evening.'
Inot. That's g'onug Pcarman-—the unmtiga-
!ted oad ;' aud Grenville Rose polled his long
yellow moustache, as some slight solace in
lus irritation of mind.

‘Sothat was Llr. Pcarman, was it ?' re-
marked Maade, musingly. * Well, uren-
ville, I don't think I should bave dapoed
with bim had I koown who he vas; but,
you ges, I didn't, and I cannot see that it is
of muok consequence now. Qne is not
obliged to recognize the partner of a quad-
rillo again unless one likes. you know ; and,
though I'll plead guilty to finding him amus-
ing, I don'v tinnk I wish to proseoute the
acquaintance.  Bnt don't yon think it is
getting timo to leave ?—MMrs.” Learmont, you
are as good as geld,' said Maude, turcing to
ber chaperone, ¢ waiting in this resigned
manner for me. However, I am quite at
your disposal now.’

* Pray, don't think of me ; I want you to

’ | thoroughly enjoy your ball, and I am quite

I willing to” look on at your valsing for an-
lother hour T Lave lots of pesple to come
and talk to me, you know.’'

back: to her ohiaporone, she cortainly thought '

you know'

catch !

‘You didn’t know who he was ? T thonght !

A RACE FOR A WIFE !

partner shoe had had that evening. She bad L
! just rosumed her seat, when a tail, fair man tremely nice girl, and that lie would baa
His brow was slyhtly!
knit, aud his oves sparkled augrily, as ho'

the lady’s present ; in the second, I think I
morely obsorved that [ had the good fortune
of danocing with Ler, and she wasan ex-

fortunate man wuo should win her. The
supposition that a yousg lady will be some
day bo martied oau bardly be deemod 1.

' gulting.’
* Which, Gronville ?* inquired Mies Doni. |

Grenville bowed, mutterod somethung
about thinking it best tv anuonuce uis kin.
ship ero more should be said, and left the
apartment discomfited. Mr. Pearman’s
modification of bis tivat speech was tngenious
though there was nothing really tangible
even in that. Grenville's kauckles literally
tingled as he descendod the staircase, and he
thought vindiotively how 1t would have con-
duced to his night's rest to bave knvecked

i Poarman down. A burst of distaat laughter,
mer- ag he lit a hu

t.me with pipes, fl.rtativn, al fresco jigs, and : rily. * You have piqued my womau's ouri- |inty  the dog-catt,

ry ghmpse

ge cabaua previous to stopping
was not calculated to
soothe his irrtated feelings. He put that
laugh down a3 at his expense, as men will
do whether or no uoder such circumstances,
He muttered to himself as he drove off,
* Right or wrong, Sam Pearman, I bold my-
gelf in your debt, andif I don’t pay it re-
ligiously, should the time ever cume, my
name is not Grenville Rose.” She was & free
goar, that little bay mare. Seldom d-d
driver have to call ngon her to quicken her

jpaco; as a rule, she trotted as quick us she

honestly knew how, but mors than once that
oventng did Grennille Lightly draw the whip
aoross her. Sue could not, yoa see, trot
away {rom the refleciions just behind her,
whioh was, in trutu, what she was being
aeked todo. Many a good horse has hed
hard justics raeted "out to him after this
wise. Quick as hie came, yot Mrs. Learmont
had dropped Maude at Glinn, and the latter
had retired to Ler own room, before Gren-
ville Rose, in a far from genial frame of mind
lit his caundlestick in the hall. * Shan't sce
ber again,’ he muttered, ¢ vefore I start. I
must go by that oursed early train, hours
before there's a chance of any one being
down. Made a fool of myself with that beast
Pearman iato the bargaiv ;' and closing his
door with an aungry slam, Grenville preparod
to seek his pillow.

It happrns t, ail of us w oar turn. There

are mauy cuanced of doing so. Yoa've

at pregent oausiug the pulso of Xmunster to| , ‘ Yes,” laughed Maude; I am quite aware n;gle?e%%k::i saotra w{:(':::—lﬁgg o ees:aru}—
buat with teverish rapidity, and tho popala- ) that you have lots of old friends, only tov {mh Miss Smith—or o8 bave ool don o
tou azo already waiting to display tueir on- §18d to Lave tho chance cf u quiet obiat with ortunity with reuy " Muss ’j"“e azi‘op-
Lical acumen on the belles of town and coun. | 04, and know, aiso, that you would sit bere ﬁ\tber hgs fonnd gnt {he old al zn::, :v ‘;"8
try. A noted Leauty once said that, though | 8td pinch  yourself to keep awake, Sooner |, v and is transmittin ar cle tow p ‘:'
wussy a cowplimont bas been pard Ler 1o than debar yoor goddangliter of five munates | p § Pig-iron unto ingots

Ler day, nuno ever equalled that of the mur- | gratiication , but I also have & consoence. |

ssat Whick ran through the crowd around
‘ Tho George' as sho descended frum her car-
r.ag0 fur the Xwmuaster ball, while above 1t

X Perbaps my motives are interested ones, and
; {am thinking that you mu
timo I demand your kund offices, if I try you

camo the sbrill exclamation of * What's the | t00 severely now.’

woo of iamps with euch oyes as hern 1 tue

af1a8ge 2

‘Tho dear old counutry fiddles aro playing
therr Fomewhat superannuated dance-music
with ail the wonted animation aud Jisrgard

of the niceties« t tuno which is 8o much the!
Thl‘l‘\‘ is ! ed
dressed, :

charsctanistic of provincial bands.
o lack of pretty girls, tastefally
dmag their dovoir in valse aud quadrille, in
the queer old room with its still queerer at-
tewpts ut decoration in those gaudy festoons
of artificial flowers. But a stately youug
lady, drosed in white, with green-aund-gold

trinuangs, scems to bear away the palm and ¢

utterly cclipso her sster Pleides. More than
one murmured tnbate to her beauty escapes
the hips of the lookers-on as she whurls by
it tho valse or ghdes i front of them 1a the
Lnueers,

My dear Maade, vou don's gorely—'
* Yeos, your dear Maude does sarely think

J

that you and she have had enough of this.— :
:Uu agd seo aboat the carriage, gurenw!le— you trast will introduce totae public the
 will gen, please 2’

And, despite mangy as-
saults from young men, who produced cards
vn which ber name was poncilled, and plead-

Maude Denison steadily refused to dance

180y more that evening. Grenville Rose saw |

them an therr carniage, and laugiingly de-
clined tho honor of the tack seat, saying that
ho should retura as he came, in the dog-
cart, 50 that nc destructivn of Auunces counld
be attributed to him.

1t is very curious to watch what tnfling
affairs intluence the tenor of our lives.
Maude D:nison has deomed 1t of little con-
sequenceo that sho has danced a quadrille with
Samuel Pearman; and yet that dance is

*Who s she"—theres not a gurl in the

w can bold a candlo to her !
-« 18 handsome! Thorough-bred to the
s of her fingers 1 Sho raovesliko a queen
among the rest, and they are gooa-looking .
grls too, someof them.” Anl the spesker,
arather coarse-looking, dark man, a lhttle
the wrong side of tbirty, turoed for informa
tien g0 the kuot of wen ho was Inunging
with at the door. H

* Haven't you secn her before, Pearman 2,
N, L ouppuso yua bardiy coud bave dune.,
SLogees vut bt atlio~ikat s Maude Denu-,
sen’ |

*What I—daughter of old Demson of
tihnn ¢

i 4

. i
“Justeo furmer onuer of ail thuee fat

"«iacees which bavo sinco fallen 1ntv yous

-«spected progemitor’s possession,” and a

< wht "Lileetion of voico jaet italicized the

¢ bt for Gas Brisden was of & good  wid
1, vl M N .

By Jove,,

! will be

fated to draw many a tear {rom the proud
gray eycs—to occasion many a hitter tug at
her heartstrings.  Grenville Rose has refas-
ed the back seat in the roomy old csrriage,
yet, ere turty minutes are over, his nerves
tortured 1n a way wlich bie 18 power-
less to resist; hie wiil take lus seat in a dog-
oart,
wads a tool of lnwself, thau which noting,
perbaps, is moro galling to tho vauity of
maun.

Tuo ballis welt nighi over. Meu are con-
gregatwug about the refreshment-buffet for
avother sherry-and-soltzor, winlo their vehic-
les aro getting ready. They aro talking
over the evoming, m tho careless way men
are apt to on such occasions. More than one
veauty 18 discussed. It was not likely that
the beilo par excellence shounld be left ont of
such converse.

* Wit a clipper Maude Denison is I° sajd

Lt hesitate noxt |

bard for tho falfillment of the contract, ,

one vorng gentlewsan, somewhat gone in

with marvellous celerity ; you've quarrelled
with your dearest friecad—wounded your rich
aunt on he. tender point—talked “rampant
Radicalism beture the Contervative member.
whose interest you were especially anxious
to obfain—nawitiingly subdued an unknown
gentleman who turns ont to be the editor of
the magazino or maunager of the theatre that

last spirited effusion of your pen.  Ab me 1t
is always so. Ruchefoucanld tells us, *‘There
are people fated to be fools ; they not ouly
comamit follies Ly chooe, but even constrain-
od to doso by fortune.' It is n sad moment
thut, Iaying the head upon the pillow with a
viﬁjd consetoas of having made & foo! of one's
self.

It beliooveth now that I shonld give some
slight description of the Pearmaus of Man-
nersloy, the younger of whom we bave on.
ootntered at the Xminster ball.

The sirowf the dark-featured young man
who bad -expressed such admiration for
Maude Denison, had begun hife as a solici-
tor's clerk, from which i~ dae course of time
ho blossomed forth 1nto an attorney, and sat
himself down 1n phe little town of Bary St.
Edmunds, with a view to the Dergecution of
mankind or the redressing of big fellow-
men's grievances, as circuwstances and tho
presentstion of sis and-eight pence might
direct. But it need hardly be observed that

with a prevalent jmpressivn ot having | tUe ancient town was already adorned with

two ur three of she fraternity, and the oider
practioners found no moredbosiness gowng on
that they were perfectly competent to copo
with. Consequently, Pearman serior fonnd
himselt in possesion of a business very mucb
of the ¢ Sawyer late Nockemorf type, tho
avnual recoipts of which, it may be remem-
bered, could be placed in a wineglass and
covered up with a gooseberry leaf—a balan-
ciog of the ledyer which Tepresents more
portability than profit.

I shall not 82y, ' 1t may bo remombered
by zh.o reader,” becausp the facalty for ignor-
anoe ' that wo will displav with referenes to

any lack of supply rogarding the sarticle,
Gradually members of * the upper ten,’ wuom
more sanguine thun praduent speculaticns
bad reduced to this category, 1omnsulted tho
attoruey anent their neocssitice. Tuoy [ound
him the treasure ho had been described. Ho
could not alwuys prevent theustrer olauming
his bond, it is true, but he ulways managed
to temporize ; and when the pillhad to bo
awalloved, it was nicely gilt outeide, |
atter the manner of tho cuemusts of St,
James'.

Now, as .o the whole of all this business,
Mr. Peariasn never lor one momeut lost
sight of the maia point—that whethor the
traneaction aught be small or great, wuether
in bundreds or thousand, the first 1nterest it
was lus particular duty to attend to was that
of Samuel Pearman—I need scarcely say
that be gradually wazed rich. Tuose mer-
ciless monuy-lenders he took gaod care should
let bum have very fatwr pickings off the foolish
bones thuy so0 otien stripped clean betwoen
them ; and finaily, be actueved the pround
position of being such a necessity, that no
magnate of the Loudon world whoa * plung-
1ug’ or reckless expenditure had brought to
gael, deensed it was possible ue could be pr
stra;ght with the 1ntervention of Sam Peat-
son,

In dus course Harold Denizon, Maude's
fathur, bad passed through his hands. Deni.
son had started in life with a fine property ;

but burniog the oundle, not only at both
ends, but a little in the middle besides, he
had soon done away with that. Pearman

was overy thing he should be on the ocoa-
sion ; but when his client emerged from his
sea of troubles, two-thirds of the Glinn estate
wero in the hands of the solicitor. Stil),
overy one 8aid Denison's had been a very
bad break-ug ; that the prop-rty bad been
sold at a fair valuation ; and that, bat for
Pearman, Harold Denison would not have
been able to keep Glinn and such acres as
wero stull left to bim. By this tima Pearman
was an owner ot race-horses, and kept a stud
of his own. He had married a lady in‘some
way conneoted with usury, and, having alto-
gether acquired a considerable fortune made
the first mustake in lus career, and set up for
& ocountry geatloman.

Ho built a big house on the sstate s» re-
cently lopped off the Glinn property ; he bult
large stables ; he laid down a tsn-gallop ; he
filled Ing cellars with choice wines, and gave
Gregory carte blanohe as to furnishing. He
named his house Munnersley, after the
mauor 1t stood upon. He established & crest
and coat-of-arms ; e had his cards engraved
{*Mr. and Mrs. Pearmau, Mannorsley 3’
y be sat hunself down to wait—bat nobody I
called.

Money will do and does do a good deal,
but here and there blood respects its rights.
‘The connty were not going 1o welcome what
they designated as ‘ a money-grubbing attor-
ney, who was faltening on the necessities of
Harold Denison of Glinn.," The Master of
the Hounds, it was true, nalled upon him;
but even Pearman could regard that in no
cther light but that of a business transaction.
He aszed and obtained leave to draw the
covers, gave the golicitor a capital lunchaon
on his return visit, but had steadily refused
all invitations to dinner.

In due oourse of time Mrs. Pea~man died.
Whether, chagrined at her position not being
rroperly recoguized in this world, she bur-
ried her departure to another, I cannot say;
but some few years aiter their establishment
in Maunnersley she was laid in her grave.
She left but-one son, who at the period of
herdeath was an undergraduate at Cam-
bridge, but who, now many years older, is
the gentleman who danced that quadrille
with handsome 3Maude Donison.

Young Pearman has succoeded far better
than bis progenitor in making his way 1n the
county. A generation, you see, makes a vast
difference. We hob and nob with the son, !
though we $urned our supercilious noses up !
at the horny hand of the father. It don't do
to kuow Giles the weaver who made the
monsy, and does not the least know what to
do with it ; but young wiles, without an idea
in his skull beyond the dissipation of the
hard-won gear—ah 1 that s very different.
Wo sip his claret at six guiness the dozen
with iofinite gusto. I suppoze it is a reflex
law of Nature that the accumalators of wealth |
should be generally suoceoded by tho distri-
butor. thereof—a piecs of physiological study
that might go far to quiet tho apprehensions
of the sccretary of the Poard of T'rade anent
the aequisition of large land. o34

—

CHAPTER I,

—

THE DENISONS ¢F GLINN,

A fineold plaos was Glinn, a'though j
had no preiensions to ay Very great o
tiquity : o large pile of rickwork, in g
forin of a longish parallelogram, relioved
tho entrance side by ¢ne . thoge mag
pillared porches under which carriages dn
and deposit their freight at the low door.
in luxuriious comfort, when the eastern gily
of an English spring cr the ficrco Low
of an autumnal equinux are Prevalent 1y
land. At those times one appreciates
great poroh on emerging fruw ong s ¢h
a8 much as & good fire in frosty weath
There is nothing remarkable in the Loussyy
ternally, boyond the open gallery that
round the inner hall, much ajter the many
that some hundred years ago gailerte gy
wont £o run round the court-yards of fy
great coaching inne—a descrintion of boys
now go scarce ¢hat we know thew, ons py
say. only in pictares.  But, externally, {{
place boasted some beautitul tiwber, Lo
stately avenues ot lime, elm, and boes
chestnut diverged to threo points of the gg
pass. On the western 8fde, looking over ty
#ire-fence that bounded the garden, theey
te}l upon & perfect sea ot laurels, studdel
with torest trees. Through this wildernay
of evergreen had been out n days
syno broad vistas, now perfectly torfed org,
and on which countless rabbits grazed wid
the immunity of cherished pets. And Jud
was not aliogother 80 ; for at the fall oty
leaf, stalwart beaters orashed through thy
laurels, deadly breachloaders swept thay
grassy rides, and far and feathers had acel
time of it for a day or two.

In these days of narrowness of mesags
good bit of the houss was shut up. The by
drawing-room wes rarely opened, except f
sanitary pnrposes regarding the fomilgn
Harold Denison, his wife, aud danshly,
lived in the mording-room, the billigrdxy
—now, alas! denuded of the greend
table—and the dining-room. Denison sy
an embittered, disappointed man—far ty
elever not to see how he had thrown (i
gamo of life away by tha turl-folliesarder
travagances of is early days; far too mcl
to take a reduced status in the ccunty it
which be had been at one timea ledig
magnate ; far too selfish to sacrifics an iss
of that pride to enbance the pleasare of either
his wife ¢r his deugbter. He bad mumd
early in life 4 lady of good family in hisem
county—a sweet, lovable girl, who hadsia
Zielded to his smallest caprice. It hadbn

etter for Harold Denison had she been e
otilated of sterner stuff. She nover eross
ner husband in word or Qeed. She weptal
tears in the solitnde of her own chbambe
when tne reverses came. She sacnificed bu
own fortune as far as she could. She wil
have immoiated herself if that wonld hawe
tended to the fartherance of the interests ol
tbe man she &till loved with all her ghli
adoration. That being impossible, after th
manner of such women, she sat downid
wopt again. No word of reproach et
edcaped ber lips. She gavo up herseasonia
London ; she murmered not when the poay

heton was put down. She rednced her ol
liner’s bills to the minimum power,snd ms?
dled her poor head in vain attempts o o
trol tho expenditure of an arbitrary howse
keeper. Sho was one of those women ko
seem born to suffer. Thero are manyeuh,
and a brutal husband isusually their destioy:
In {iis respect sho war fortunate, for Hamid
Denison, making all allowance for his selfd
natute, sinceroly loved his wife. It griered
him much to curtail the luxuries she bl
been rocustomed to ; but it wonid never ksn
entered big head to commence ngid econccy
on his side of the ledger. '

Mande was their only ohild, aad this ]
bapsstill more fostered the intense selis:
nees of Mr, Donison’s dispositioa. A ¢
was of oourse, sure to marry. There wis
perhaps, be soms little difficulty sboat ths
dot ; but thet wagall. Be had noze ofb¥
stock to come after him : and_though b
little relished the idea of the Denison'sol
Glinn being blotted out of the county red
book, ho conld not bo exvected to feel M=
interest for that boyish nephew he had oarey
geen. On onepoint only did poor Yn
Denison ever ventare to contradict her lord
wishes ; that was about Maude, Tho &2
was all in all toher mother. Maude's &=
wan's wit bad_ early mado ber unders

ol
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