
FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

Xow, -%vlien a young insui is bout on going to the
bad, lie -%ili not find it a liard mlatter t anccomplishi.
There are plenty of pJeople wio -svilI holp 1M on,
and liellp hin down. The devii hinmsclf -%vilI bc nt
his eibow ta " iend a, biad," aud hielp hiini ovor tho
stitcs. A mnu nover lias so inany heolpers as when
hoe is -oing fast downhi. And so young Spratt
foulnd.

And, miorcover, wlien lie once begins to go down lie
gathers speed as lio goes. E very day, protty nearly,
finds 1dmii increasiug bis pace. Begiuuing slowly nt
first, ho gets up more and more steami untii tlio speed
becornes quite bowildering-.

Poor Young Spratt 1 Ho -%vent s0 Ilfast" thot lie
sliot past churcli doors, aud nover by any raortal
chance couid bring hiniself ta stop and enter thore.
.And as for reading Iiis B3ible, or kueeling dawn aud
l)rayilig as lio used to do, ho was much too fast a
youug mn for that. In fact, religion altogether was
mnuch too "lslow " for fast young Spratt. Spinning
along at sucli a giddy pace, lhe very soau partcd with
the last particlo, of anything in tho 8hape of religion.
lic ioft it ail behind humi. MaNlther, father, aud sistors
hiung on ta yaung Spratt, ta moderato, if possible, bis
pace. But it was of no good. Ho shoak theni off
anc aud ail, and loft theni weeping bchind him. A
runawvay horse wvas nothiug ta young Spratt s0
"fast" was lie.

N1evertheless, ho stopped at st, and Iîow ho did it
I arn uow going ta tell You.

There was au honest aid watchrmskor, a friend of
the family, who livod not very far froni young
Spratt's, aiýd 'who lied long beon watching tho yomng
nian's wayd. Whuilo aLlers watched sud laughed,.,he
-watc1îed sr.d( prayed, sud hoped ihat the timoc wouId.
caule ta jýut the drag ou young Spr tt's spcod.
WVel, the timie came, as it alwvays does ta thoso who,

pray for it.,! sud have patience ta wait for iL, aud eyes
ta sec it wheu i1t daes came.

Oua daý tho young man brouglit in *lais gold watch
ta bc examined and meuded. It wouldu't "lgo"
saxuehow. Thoro was something wraug w,%ith it.

The aid mn saw bis apportuuity and usedl it.
Opeuing the watch, aud narrowly inspccting iL, lie
said, IlYou're a little too fast, sir." There was miore
tiien the words, hawever, for the tone Qf voice said
infmnitely more. IlYou wvant ta bo elcaned, sir-
tharoughly cieared. lu fact, sir, you needl ta 'bo
taken ta picces aud tliaroughly averliauled. HJi
long have yau beu gaing so fast, sir?"

1I don't quite kuow," stamuiercd yaung Spratt,
who saw tho mcauing of the aid man's wvards clearly
eiuougb, but did nat wish ta soem ta sec iL.

"lYes, sir," coutiud the aid -watchmaker,
"thoroughly cleaucd, thorouglîly overhauled, and pia-

perly rcgulated ; we'll mako a good job of you yet."
Young Spratt led, leaving the watcb. in the aid

man's bauds.
B3ut while lie fled, ho also thouglit.
"Whst's the gaad of a watchi that is tao fast? ?"li

said ta huiseif. "And irbat's the gaad af a young
fellow wha goes Loo fast 7 No good ta anybody.
And I've been actually priding myseif au boing fast.

XVliy, tho wvatch, miglit as well pride itsoif oil beiuge
Loo fast.

"' Cleaued, overhauled, regulated.' Ah, 'e2, pre-
cisely so; nat rubbed up -%itlioitt, but 'lcanciid,
overliaulcd, aud regulatcd' witltin. ThaL's it. P'm
wrang insido; no daubt about that.

l'And ivlia's ta do iL?7 Tho iwatcliniiaker is the anly
oue who ean clean a watch, aud imy 31aker is Lime oiily-
one who can do this for me. Deur me!1 wliat a long
Lime it is sinco I said mny prayers or wvent ta churcli.
1 must sec ta that, indeed I must."

A fewv days afterwards yaung Spratt called for his
watcli.

It was quito, 1=eay. B3ut ivlen Lime aid watchmnaker
handed iL ta him, lie said, IlYou're nat too fast, sir,
uaw, I hope? "

Yoiung Spratt wvas nat quite, s0 shy uow, for lio
snswered, 'Ive 'slowed dowu' pretty much, sud 1
intend ta ' slow down' more stili. I've beexi too fast,
Gicd kuo'ws; but, picase God, lIl keop botter tinoi."

" Thsnk Godi " said Lhe aid mnu; "lbut be sure yau
go ta the Lord Jesus Christ. Re's the auly One ivhoý
underataude the ' workiug-s' of yout heatt, mand cari
'dcean, overhaule and regulate it.' Cleaused witli His
preciaus blood, renowed by is Spirit, you'il1 -0o
even botter than. this cieaued watch."

f.er. Chaui Courtenay'.

GOLDEN THOIJGIT8.
*-Wo must nat est ta ho idie, but cat ta labour:
labour that ive xuay est, sud caL that we may labour.
-God's refresimeuts nmust quieken us ta God's oui-
ployments.
-Mon. that will naL follow tho commands, shall
want theo coinforts af Christ. If youi -vill uaL fallowr
the light af direction, yau shall want tho liglit af
consolation.
.- Add meditation ta hearing, practice ta preching;
wheu you have heard a sermon, thon go live a
sermon.
-If Lhau hast a praying heart, thion wilt iiud a pray-
ing place aud a praying tino.
-God of ten inakes us fatherlcss in respect of creature
reliefs, timat ,wo may bo fatherless in respect af
creature reliance.
-If Christ had, net prsyed foi Peter, Satan liad Imot
oniy winnowed him. liko wheat, but blown 1dma away
like chaff.
-Unbosom, your hits ta the Lord if things go, noet
,welli; in praises sud tlianksgivings, if things succecd
ivell.
-Gods peopie have oftcn been alono in respect of
comfort, but nover alane iu respect af assistance.
-Gad would have His people judge af the lawful-
neas of tlmoir undertakçings, uaL by works, but by
His Word; not by providences, but by precepts; aud
Luis, that wo mnay learn ta livo by faiLli, and uaL by
senso.
-Thse af God's soldierstwho have been mast fearful
iii garrisan have been miost valiaut in the field ; tios*e
wlio have suspectcd their hearts most, who have becu


