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tueini of Dr. Geddic. It is date July 19,
1867. After stating that the prospects of
the Mission arc on the iw'Iole enconraging,
bic )rOCcecds:

'<1For varions rensons our annual meeting
lias hCCîî poqtponied titi September. On1
Tanfna dyscutery had broken ont some
montlîs ago, and liadt been severe -a
maniv cases fatal. Tihis, as uistal, rcndcrcd
thc natives avorse to Chiristianity, and the
teachers wvero simply holding on. Thev
baad heen thrcatened ; but as the epidemic
wvas abating, no feiirs %vero entertainedl for
their satcry. At Port flesolution the na-
tives were afraid of an nttack fromi thc
inland trihies, and did flot wisli any mission-
agrv se ttled amiong theni tilI thoy conld cal-
cuilate on peae. On Fate matters were
aiso iii a soinewvhat unisatisfiictory stata.
The Christian settlement of Errakor wvas
th rcatened %vith an attack froîn the heathen;
and it requircd ail Mr. Morrison's patience
and firniness to guide the counscîs of this
interrteting community, 50 that thecir present
diftlculties nay bc safclv tideti over. At
Pango appearances are very cnconraging,
and MIr. Coshi's p lace of tvorship is fllledl
every Sahhath. On E rromanga tha natives
are fightingamong themsclvcs over n9 great
part of tue isiand; but their antngonismi to
Christian ity and the mission lias ccased, and
miore ot thiem are rallying round Mr Gordon.
On Fottna Mr. Copaiand docs not report
mieh progrcss ; the natives k eep shy of the
missionary; but they are quiet and offer no
xnolestattion. 'fli island is very healthy.
Tîtere is little sickness and fewv deaths
among the natives. 'rte population is at
lcast 900, whielh is 200 more than tie nuns-
ber at whvlîih it lias always liceu estimated.
The accouns froin Aniwa are very cnconr-agiiig. Thc population is scarcaly (0 but
tlîey aie nearly ail professcdly Christian.
Tlîey have built a new churel since Mr.
1'aton settlcd among them. There is a
large attendance on publie worsliip, and
Mrs. l'aton lias about thirty-six woîaen wlio
coma to lier to be taughit scwving and sing-
in,-. Mr. Paton lias prepared and printed
a small primer, and reading tvill follotv. A
party of tea of tha leadiag moa of Aniwa
caine over liera witlî oae of thc Aneiteum
touchuers, to sec the Christianity of Aneitetim.
14r. Patoui is not only doing mor-e for Clîris-
tianity on Aaiwa tlîan if lie baad been set-
tied on Tanna, but lie is, perhaps, doing
more for Tanna iLýeif titan if lie had ocen-
pied his former situation nt Port liesoin-
tion. 1 have licea long of opinion tlîat, as
a general rule, tliesa tsmall islands, like
Fotuuîaand Aniwa, sliould ha taken up ho,-
fore thc larger islands. Smail numbers
can be far more easily deait with tiîan large
masses; anid tlîcy formn new centres of in-
fluence for good, aad ncw bases of operations

Ifrom wliich to act on tua largar commuai.
tics. Besids, a large field is flot an esseuitial
condition for great uscftîlness. David
Braierd, wîo still stands, anti pcrlîaps aver
tvill stand, in tha furst rank of modern mis.
sionaries, began with ten niatives. and lîad
nover more tlîan a iîundrerl anti fiftV linier
lus instructions. It ivas the clinravc of
luis converts, îîot thiielu- tmber, tliat asuon.
islîed tia Clînrelies. On tha otiier biand,
look nt Chinîa, wvith its tlîrc hiunicrcd unait.
lions. After tifty years of missionary toit,
carried on by missionaries of tha lirst class
-Morrison, and Mliln, and Mýedlîurst, antd
a iuost of others, scarcciy if at ail iferior,
-with one tvrittcn laîguuagc for tbe whlol
empire; withi the wvhole Bible trauislat.d
many ycars ago ; ivit a «'million Noiv
Testaments for Chiina," ard everv ather
available applianca; anti yat, ouît of this
dense mass of hcatluenism, some tvo thoi..
sand are ail tua converts that liave lucen
wvon to Christianity. Of course a vast
nînount of preparatory tvork lias beîî ne.
complislied, and otlier men will enter iuîto
tlîa labours of tliose wlio have sown so long
and, se diiigently in faith of the fuiture
liarvest. I alîtîde to thiesa tlîings sinipli- to
show tiîat liiulc isies and sm-ail eommnilies
are flot to be uadervalued, despiscd, or ne.
giected.

On this island, fromn January to Jane, ive
warc hiolding on theciroen tenor of our v,
there tvns scarccly anytliug notewortliy
ocenrring. The somrmer months tvcre un-
usnally dry and hiot, the tveatlucr often
oppressive, but the publie heaith tvas gootI,
and ail tîte ordinary tvork of thc mission
went on in the uisual way; lut, about tlIuý
beginning of âmen, whlooping-cotielIi ap.
pearcd. It wvas bronght liera by a trading
vessel fromn Sydney, tvhicb, on 1cr wvay
luither, called ant Maré, wlierc thc wlîooping
congli lias been prcvailingfor înauîy mndeti,
It is also supposcd that it mayr have huceai
brouglît by another trading vessel froin
Fiji, one of thîe quasi slavcrs-a class of
vesseis tuat, îunder the pretence ot enugaingp
natives of tlîis group to ivork for five years
on cotton plantations iii Fiji, are realty car-
rying on, 50 far as ive ea leara, a syseni of
motiified siavery. Tha wlioopiiig-cougrh
stili contiues; it is making soinerliine likeo
a dlean swcep of the yotîîîg childreni; it is
telling severely on1 intf-grown boys and
girls, and weakly adults of aIl ages. The
epideunie of hast ycar tvas conflned almost
cntirciy to the strong., ani vigorons; duti.
drea entirciy esc.gpcd; any of thîcîn tliat
dicdl duriuug its coitnancv, died from otlier
causes; lut nlîis 1uear tia chldraa aie tho
cluief sufferers. Alitnostecvery famili,,wliero
thera werc -vouing cliildu-an, are monrning.

Under tlîe blesbing of God, and witli tl:c
means at otîr comimanid, tva can mako somt
hcadtvay agaiast the ordiaary diseases of


