
irte 3Lkcriv anb ffortççn Utcrrb

tinmn tiirec ni ontlis aftcr John's circuni sion.j
V. 69).-Ilor-ati cmhlcmn of stren-th

au1(1 houmnur ;still worn iii the Eaist. J>salin
cxx xii. 17. Jesuis is relèrred to, not John.
Ilouse of 1)av idI-fimnily. dlescen iahn ts.

V. 70.-Att the prophets spake of Christ.
V. 71-Our haters and encmics are sa-

tani, iieath and sin, and iroin these Christ
retitenis lis.

Vv. 72, 73.-fIoly C'orenaut-thc gospel.
Cxod remenib'red it %vben he complcted it,
andtl jroclaiied its fiull freencss. TJhis cove-i
auat is the oath of the sevcnîyv-tluirdl verse.

Vv. 74-75- Withotfear-i. e. the fear
of enemnies. It is always righit to look to
Uodl wilî loly, loving tear.

Vv.. 76.79.-'rlie destiny and the work
of the tener babe arc narkcdl out. God
knows the end fromn the hcginning. .John

was thte last prophet of the ohi covenat
and the irqt of the new. Hie was the Elijah
epokei) of h)y Malachi. Darkness :-as liurlit
is used as a symbol of wvhat is pure, holy,
loving, God-Iike, so is darkness the svmbol
of i-jnorance, im purity, hatrcd, and everv-
thing satan ir. Shadow of death-ani awful
figure! Pcath is rcprescntcd ns standling
bletween us and "Id, and %ve resting in its
haleful shadow. " The dayspriug fromi on

John titi lie was 30 ycars of age. Showtig
iiiito Jsçraei-hiis entry on lais public ministry
as a prophet.

Li&ssoNs.

1. From. God's denlings with Zachbarias
and Elizabeth we may learn that he is faith.
ft and merciful, and at the samne timne that
hie marks unbelief with stern displcasure,
even in those who, love hlmn.

2. Zacuharias used his restored powcr of
8peech to, praise God ; go should we use ail
our powers . esperially when God gives us
lîealth after sieknes8, wealth after poverty,
&c, should wc use our advantages at once
10, his glory.

3. From the prophecy we learn that
Christ is the only redeemer, the horu of our
salvation, and that he tan save us from our
enemies. Holy prophets spake of him since
the world began, and wo should think and
speak very often of him.

4. From ver. 74 and 75 we have to learn,
that Christ gaves us in order that we may
serve him ail the days of our life, in holinesa
and righteotasness.

5. The forgivencas $,of sins is throtigh
the tender merey of God, for the sake of
Christ. Without Christ we shail be for-
ever in darkness, errr and death.

6. Froru this much of the life of John
we learn that childreu should bcoset apart
to God, and that lie can dwelU in them by
his spirit and make them holy. John was
circumciscd when eight days old; therefore

ilimfaiit chlldren may amiff siaouid bc conse-
(ritced to God ýmy blaptismni.

FOURTIL S.AlBAT1'1.

SUBJECT: T3irilh of .1eu. Mat 1-25.
Jesuis Christ, onir Saiiouîr, %vho is Cod

over aIl Icssed forever, i>tl>.o a muan, aua
wvas boni of the viria nayt Beti lt-elîcui,
near the end of tht, reigun of lcrod the,
Great. The precise <late of hiis hirth is
unknown ;but the glorious (elint probahîly
ovcurred four yvars hefore time date îîsîîailly
griven-luat is about 1 S70 ve ars a,-o, flot
1866. Matt. i. 1-16 gives the cene:aloi.v of
Joseph the lusbatîd of 1linii the liue,
not of actuat deseenit, t)ut of scsioas
licir to the kingdoîn. It is no uIluh an
cxtract from a pulîlir dIoviument, and it
proves cleariv tîmat Jesîîs, bv his îeputed
/cuither was ricglitful licir to tihe timrone of
J)avidl. If vou turn to Luke iii. 2.3, &c.,
you will find auiotiier getienlogv of J; seph
given which difflers vîŽry rnch fons Ilht one
in Mattimew. Thîerc are several wmmvs of
cxplaining the dlifferences, but we hlieve
the one wve have Iiinted nt is the most satis-
factory, viz. : timat Matthie% gives the pub-
lic gencalogy of Jonseph as heir ro the
thîrone, and that Luke -ives lmis private
geneaIo-gy shOWing2his i-cal birth anmd paren-
tagc., l'he gcnealogy of Mary was nearly
the same as thiat of Joseph, shie beiug pro-
bahly lais cousin.

V. 1.-- Book of t/id geizeratioi,"-thiis
phriase originally mneant the gemrnaloqica!
tables, but it here ineluîles the bis tory as
-well as t'he genealogy of our Lord. Chirist
is called Son of Darid andl ýSon of Aloulmam
hecause he %vas m-t11 special emîîhasis pi-o-
mised to both. They both believed in tht.-
great Deliverer. Jcsîîs is the propcr miame
of our Lord ; Christ lus suruame sig-,nifying
his office as Aunoiuted, King. 1e wàis* not
ordinarily ealled ",Jcsus Clirist" tilt after
his ascension.

V. 18.-Espoused-hctrothed. After
hetrotlaal (or ais we would say cniqa.qemett
the bride remained in her father's hourse,
often a long time. " Before they came 14-
gether" means, before Joseph look her to Ais
own house.

V. 19.--Josep'h suspects that Mary was
guilty of the crime of adultery for whicm
she would if exposed bc, put to deuath.
But his kind heart led him to form the in-
tention of putting ber away without a pub-
lic exposure.

V. 20.-God connesto his reief, "Dream"
_-Matt. alone in the New Testament re-
cords dreams. Mary-the Greck form. of
this word is litre M1a-iam, which mneans
Rebellmon.

V. 21..Jzsrenn avto.The
auget explains tihe fuil sigraificarce of ths
precions namne. «'<He" '(that 1$ Hie only)
?c shall save bis people from their sins,"


