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fied that God only hae the power of killing and making alive. To admit the lat-
ter would he a very scrious infringement upon the rights of' a Tanna man, and a
robbing him of a glory to which he feels himself justly entitled. 1 have just lieard
that they do not expeet the child to survive to-day, and Namaka has suspected
another young man in addition to the former, both of whom he has ordered to he
killed npon the death of his cluld.  This son, il spared, was to have succeeded him
as chief, consequently his death will cause more excitement than if he had only
been a common child.

The artendunce at worship on Sabhath day is steadily increasing. Yesterday
there were twenty males present, which was an increase of some four or five upon
any preceding Sabbath. In the morning we have worship at our own station,
after which T itinerate during the remainder of the day.  In gaing inland we bave
no stated places of meeting.  Sometimes we go in one direction, and, if’ we are
sufliciently fortunate to come upon gome theee or four persons unvbserved, have a
short service with them, and proceed until we come to some other vallage or fall
upon some vther party—all of whom we generally find as busily engaged on the
Lord’s day ason any other day in the week—sowe feneing, some housebuilding,
some preparing yam mounds, &e.  The shore women spend the Sabbath fishing
and the inland women making plantations. 'Lhis is still the day of small things,
but in the midst ol our trinls and our diflicultics we have our encouragements and
our hopes. The work is of God and must succced. Iiad we hut two or three
davoted teachers—God-fearing men—persons capable of sowing the gsod seed and
of watering it by their example as well as by their precept—discouraging though
the past has been, we would hope that, by the blessing of God, brighter and het-
ter days may soon dawn apon this henighied people, and that even upon dark
Tanna blessed Jesus may soon see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied.

You would, T presume, naturally infer that several teachers have already been
Jahouring on this island. hut you must remember thut the term teacher out here
differs very widely from that given hy the majority of Lexicographers, and, per-
haps, if sowme of the terms employed—such as teacher, native agency, nstitution,
eonvert, and professedly Christiun—were understood by readeis ag defined hy wri-
ters, those who read would be better preparved to form more perfecily correct ideas

of the lnmentable condition of this people, and these who in the providence of -

God may yet visit these davk isles of the sea would experienee less digappointment,
they wonld come prejpured to find that these Ithiopians have not as yet begun to
streteh out their hands to God and thas these isles have yet to beg w leain to
wait for God’s faw. The fullowing is the New ITebridean definition of the term
teacher :— A man who leaves home, goes to 2 heathen land, builds a house, makes
a plantation, assists a missionary in building a house. and sets a good example
befere the ratives.  There have heen seven families from Aneiteum living on ths
ride of Tanna. with their relations, all of whom before leiving home have proba-
bly heen requested to fulfil the above duties.  Four of those faumilies have recently
gone home.  Two others huve left their stations and are at present living on the
mission premisee, and one only remains at his station.  Consequently nothing bas
yet been doae in the way of establishing schools, and our prospects in that respeet
are anything bat cheering.  Many thanks for the eopics of the ¢ Witness” sent
by Mr. Johnston. The hale of goods came safely to hand, for which we feel truly
grateful to the donor, or donors, though unknown. 7The medicines, too, were a
very valuablé acquisition to our stock; the sclection could not have been better,
and we trust that the many kind friends who hawve thas voluntarily contributed to
the supply of our wanss may find in their own experience that it is indeed more
blessed to give than to receive.  Trusting that we still have an interest in your
prayers and in the prayers of dear friends,
I vewntin, yours truly,
J. W. MarnzrsoN.

ENCOURAGEMENT: A CONGREGATION OFFE 5 TO RAISE HALF
THOE SALARY OF A MISSION.:RY.
We are at times apn to feel discouraged when we contemplate the great work
which is before us as a Chureh, and the nunerous demands that press upon our



