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Poultry on the Farm.,

The ordinary farmer has this advantage
over the professional poultry keeper~his

fo'wls cost him little in the way of foed, and |

almost nothing for care.  He usually labors
under the disadsontage of not givirg his
fowls enovugh care, and wmanaging suiie
things about them with a great duregard for
tras economy.  Ilis fowls, daring wmuch of
the year at least, live on feod that woeuld
otherwise been aasted, or on that t e eating
of which is a pocitive advantage to the
owner. Thismakes the c¢zgs and poultry ob-
tamed almost a mwatter of net gawn,  but be.
ca se the fowls cost little, furnishes no good
reason for keeyiog those that are uselesa—
and such are kept onmany farms,  In wasy
cases, the stock is never r-duced by sale—
oily by deaths f.om old age, disease or ac-
cident, and by Lillinga good share of tae
young for home w~e.

We imagine thav quste a 1umber of our
readers, if they wouid take tue trouble to

oo az their sto k o powstey, woald tud ne

Game Fowls Classified.

Game fowls are the highest in blood, the
noblest, the most beautifal, the mest prolitie,
, the hardiest, healthiess, and beast table fowls
. of all poultry.

é dumber of sorts classed by the eolows of
f the youny chickens :

L N NI T T 72 E AP YOI (FTRAN A P
P Wistes, 5 Braek-bee sted Peds 10 Brown Resds
3 Likes 6 Hodabreassol Ganger 11 Dark Grogs

12 Darh Birch-

e

e
3 Bine Duns 7 Dackwines

t Rad Dans S Yollow Birehiens 13 Biashs
2 Mealy Greys,
Uncommon-colonred surts, not much

]

koowa—1, Ked Furpaces; 2, Cuckoos; 3,
Spangles, 4, Polecats.

Cne original wild coloured sorts are these
three—1, black-breasted Reds, Partridge
hiens, fawn breasts ; 2, brown.breasted Reds,
dark-brown (oot black) hens; 3, Red-breast-
ed Gnger beds, yellow legs, hight partridge
heus.

All the other sorts ani eolours were orig-

to half a drzen Lk waon had better be jally bred from these three colours, th se
disposed of, ot avvoant ot o.d age, guarrels uatebing the dark chichens from the Browg.

sume disposition, or bicaure tuev are In

cvery way inferior towis, simply L=ft over, , the n.azh-Breasted Refs, and the Ginger )

having Aveidentally escaped laling when
young; and also a gnodly nuaber of venera
ble hexs, or thes2 hobbling on ‘rozen feet,
et To keep such foals over tne winter wil
¢ost something,and alt tms wost will bz a loss
for, even if they do not éie, such fuwls are
almost useless 1t will be much better to
dispose of them now, seading these fiv for
eating to market or to the hume table, and
killing and burying the others,

Many farmers would.do well to thas re.
dace their stock one half. Better careof the
remainder might follow with advantage in
many cases. 1t possibly will ke ceither ad-
visable or necessary to build a pouitry heuse,
but some comfortable place could be p.ovid-
ed, where the fowls may be protected from
storms and cold winds, by day s2s well as
night. Every cupsiderati n of economy wili
dictate good feeding auring winter, so a8 to
ptevent the foals becoming poor. Fowls
with insuflicient food, or exposed to severe
storms, will not lay well, while it is eqnally
true, that very many persons do get a goodly
numeer of ezgs during the winter months,
by giving good food and comfurtable quar-
ters to young, healthy hens,

We eertainly would not advise farmers to
vuwrchase large numbers of fancy poultry ;
bat on many farms, the old stock has run
down by long interbreeding, poor care,and no
selection. In such cases, a change, i3 cer-
tainly desirable, and this would be had -by
obtaining a good cock, either from a neigh-
bor’s yard o1 from some fancier. For our-
gelves, we should decidedly prefer to have
fowls of some established breed, and would

not feel satisfied with a stock widely vary-
ing in size, color and form. But whatever

class is kept, soms care in selection will be’

necessary to keep them from degenerating. —
Western Farmer.

Keds, vr Dark Reds, and all the orhers frun

j aeds

5 nute legs are probably tae result of long
domesticatton: ali other colours of legs are
found witd.

The most common and papular sorts at ea-
fbitions— I, Black-Breasted Reds, dark.red
eyes. wil'ow-legs, silver.grey hens, Part.
ridge hens ; 2, Brown.Reds, dark eyes,
dark legs, cark browa bens; 3, Duckwings,
dark red eyes, willow.legs; <4, Piles,
bright red eyes, white legs, nails and
beaks; 3 Blachks, black eyes, black lege,
entire black colour.

The Brown Reds— (1), azd Black.breasted
Reds (3) are the cup birds, avd the other
three sorts have taken a few cups, aud no
other colour any cupsat all. There are sov-
entees distinet varieties of Game Fowls, and
twenty seven sub-varieties, or forby-four in
all, out of which fourteen are of the Black-
Breasted Red colour, alone, sorts with hev-
tailed cocks included,

The bes? sorts to keep are thete on the
whole 3

For high conrage and spirit in fighting- - 1,
Dark-Greys, black eyes and legs, (hardest
sort of all); 2, Brown Reds, (cocks 1ed,
brown-breasted only; 3, Red Cheshire Piles
(bright red eyes, white legs).

For beauty of colour and markings :—1,
Black-brea ted Reds, willow legs, Partridge
hens; 2, Silver Duckwing Greys, willow
legs, silver-grey hens.

For gotd laying " qualities (whito legs best
for table):—1, Black-breasted Reds, willow-
logs, Partridge hens; 2, Red Cheshire Piles,
bright red eyes, white legs.

as a rule; Brown'Reds are first for shape
and carriage; Black-breasted Reds for saperi-

ority of colour.

Yellow and bine-tegged hens Iay the best’

The colour of the eyes is the best criterion
of the difference in the blood in all Game
Fowls, as “*black eyes” show the dark blood
(white eggs); “‘red cyes” the red blood (red-
dest birds), pinkish cggs ; “yellow, or daw-
feyes, the yellow strana (yellowish eggs),
{ these being in general inferior Lirds to the
others. **Bay eyes,” and light-brown cyes
result fiom cressing.

Gane fawls ase the best layers of all poul-
try. with these fow exceptions, which do not
lay quite so well :—1, Dark Greys and Dark
Birchens, worst layers; 2, Brown Reds.
next wo:at layers in general ; 3, Duckwings,
when with willow or white legs; 4, Mealy
Greys, cot a common colour at all, Dark
Greys are, bowever, the only really bad lay-
ors of them. Grey-coloured and dark-combed,
and dark-faced heus are the werst layers in
all poultry.

In the Black-breasted Reds, the clear
hackled cocks breed the wheaten-coloured or
cionamen hens, and the atriped hackled
icocks breed the striped-hazkled hens. The
ttrue Ginger hena (not cinnamons!, breed the
But-bressted Goagr couks. The strains
fwith red eys and black eyes are the bett
! i;ll:i?.

+ The only sorta now much nsed for cock-
j ighting are 1!, Brown-breasted Reds {most
' enmum mwith cock-tighters); 2, Grey-breasted
Dark Greys, (bardest “and strengest of all);
3, Blacl-breasted Reds. white legs, dark-red
eyes, with the light wheaten-coloured or cin-
namon Butf hens  These are the three hard-
est and stroogest sorts of all.

The three quickest fightiog sorts are:—1I,
Red Cheshire Diles, bright-red eyes, wtite
legs ; 2, Red-breasted Girger Reds, bright
red eyes, yellow lega; 3, Whites, bright red
eyes, white legs (like the Piles).

Qther favorit: sortsof the older cock-fighters
are :— 1. Red-breasted Ginger Reds, dark
red eyes, white legs ; 2, Black-breasted Reds
{dark).carp-brown legs, and dark red eyes,
fawn-breasted datk brown hees; 3, Red
Duns, dark red eyes, white legs (north coun
try).

Willow-legged Duckwings atand the next
in courage. Willow-legged Black-breasted
: eds are too soft abird : and Blacks both too

! slow and toosofs to ke good. Blue Duns fight
tworst of all, being soft and weak : all yellow
or daw-cyed birés are, with a few excep-
tions, wanting in spint and courage. Dark
Greys and Brown Reds are the beat birds of
all.—Cor Cotlage Gardener.

Ducxs 1N THE VINEYARD.—It is said in
the Grape Culturist that a large vineyardist
in Illinois keeps not less than one hundred
ducksconstantly among his vines; he says it
is wonderful with what diligence they will
dart after all kinds of bugs, thrips, flies and
small snails, and he considers them among
the best of insect exterminators. Everybody
knows that nothing will exterminate insects
in a garden so well as a few coopsof little
chickens,




