B.C. MINING CRITIC.
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CRIPPLE CREEK.

]
Thke gold-bearing i
Creek ig practically limited to a tract !
of ground measuring about six mfles |
north and south by four miles east and ‘
l
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west, comprising a group of rolling hills
on which the minss are located. Out-
side this golden circle the ground is
staked in claims for miles in every direc-
tion, and it fs on this ground that the .
worthless or bogus company is floated.
It Is a fact, and ono that should be pro- ‘
fitably heeded, that practicallp no ship- i
ping mine has beon doveloped outside
this circle. Inside it the ground is of I
course limited in extent, and for years
past inflated and prohlbited prices have
movafled, and done much to damage ;
legitimate mining. I
Among geologists and mining engin- ’
eers the consensus of opinfon 1s that the {
.dlstricb, whi. » permanent as & big gold-
producer, is of volcaalc origin and pecu-
Marly erratic. In othior words, certainty
“or continuity of veins and ore chutes |
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cannot be assumed oithor laterally or
with depth. The result is—and this
.will surpriso 8 great many—that mining
is more of a lottery in this district than
elsewhere in Colorado, and that a wmere
‘novice fn mining may, by pure chance.
run acress a rich vein, while an experi-
enced mining man, after the most care-
tul fnvestigation, may utterly fail to
‘find a pound of ore. It is also common
for & vein to terminate abruptly, leav.
ing no clue to the probable direction of
its continuatien.
-7, Outof a dozen typical cases of men
selected at random, who have made for-
~tunes varying from £5,000 to £500,000
- out of mining in Crippla Creek since
1872, two were painters, two farmers, |
two plumbers. one ticket-broker, one
schoolmaster, two druggists, one grocer
and one carpenter. There will un- |
doubtedly be a number of new fortunos i
made In Cripple Creek within the mnext
year or two from gold actumnlly taken |
aut of the ground ; and durlng the same {
perind a very largo sum in tho aggre-
_Kate will doubtless be lost or dissipated
in ill-concelved or poorly managed enter-
prises. Such is the famous- Cripple
Creek gold field, which fnterested en-
shusiasts have declared to be the richest
#nd greatest gold field in tho world,
socaliy it Is known as a3 ** geological
gamble,” o term not altogether inapt
wherewith to describe jts unceltainties.
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A MINING DISPUTE.

.The courts will bo appealed to to Ae-
elde the questfon of ownership of the
winerals on certain lands on Texady
d¥land, the property of Capt. John
Jyving and Mr. J. J. Palmer. The lands
\ which the mineral clajms in Question
o situated are beld under crows grants
d were purchased from the provincial
vernment many years ago, that of Mr,

crown of the precious motaly, the owner-
ship of all other minerals belng vested
fn the purchasers. Some months ago a
boud was socured on some of the clatms
by Victoria parties, and arrangemints
had almost been comploted for disposing
of them at & handsome profit, when the
claims were restaked by cltizens of the
terminal city. This move effectually
put a stopper on the former project, and
the bond was allowed to lapse.

While willing to admit that the crown
grants did not cover tho gold and silver
which might be found on the lards, the
parties who held the bond disputed the
action of the restakers with respect to
the baser metals, and law proceedings
were about to be instituted when the
time covered by the contract expired
and thelands reverted to thelr owners,
Capt. Irving and Mr. Palmer.

Among the claims in dispute may be
mentioned the Volunteer, staked fn D.
McPhée’s name; the Copper Chief. the
Gladys C, the Texada and the Ironside,
held respectiveiy in the nameé vof Messrs.
Blanchlield, W. A. Clarke, Robinson and
Rev. Father Eummelin. The tota] num-
bar of claims staked Is between thirgy
and forty; but the above-mentioned are
the best known, and some of them have
been proved of very great value. TLegal
talent has been retained on both sides
angd Capt. Irving and Mr. Palmer hay ¢
joiued thefr Interests, and purpose to
fight the matter to the very end. Al-
ready injunctions have been issued, so
that for the present not a pound of ore
can be dealt with by the restakers of the
claims,

LICENSES TO SELL STOCK.

The tollowing are two sections from
the Companies Act of Ontario :

4. No extra-provincial mining, mill.
fng, reduction or development company
hauing its office elsewhere than in this
province shall, either directly or indi-
rectly, sel or otherwise dispose of within
this province any of its shares, stock.
stock certificates, or other securities by
whatsoever name known, unless and un-
til it shall have received from the len-
tenant-governor-in-council a license an-
thorizing it te sell and dispose of its
shares and other securities, and any por-
son who, in controvention of this section,
acts for an unliconsed company, on con-
viction thereof, be liable to a fino of $20
per day for every dav while he so acted,
and, in case the fine be not paid, shall,
in the discretion of the court, be impris-
oned for a period not exceeding three
months.

10. No license shall be issued to an
extra-provincial mining, milling, reduc-
tion and development company having
its head offices clsewhere thay within
this province unti] the company shall
bave satisfied the director of the bureau
of mines that it has been duly tacorpor-

ated and that it possesses the real estate,

the public, aud for this purpose the di-
rector shall have the power to require of
the compauy such sworn documentary
and other ovidence as he shall deem to
be requisite In tho premises, and upon a
report that he Is satisfied that the com-
pany I3 one which may be licensed Wnddr
this section, and upon the retofimahda.
tlon of the provincial secrotary, the
lioutenant-governor-in-council may dfr-
ect the fssue of a license upon such terms
and conditions as to him shell seem pro-
per.
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EULOGY ON THETPROSPECTOR.

As the snow disappears and tho ground
18 getting into shape for the progpector,
we hear many pretty things satd of this
pioncer on the minéral' borders. The
following from the Chautauquan, Is true
to life, and one of the best desc riptions
of his toils and successes, the riches
mwade and squandéred, that we have
seon : **To the brave and rugged pros-
bector, with his cheap outfit of minfng
tools, his ompty stowmach and hopeful
heart, Is due the rapitd development of
the west. At the tap ot his pick the
door of nature's treasury vaulis open ;
but thefr wealth Is not for htn. The
stock sharks, the speculator and the pro-
moters rob him of his interest, anyl the
snow Is no sooner sinking from the
slopes of the foothiils than the poor fel-
low is wending his course into new ter-
ritory. He appears in the rocky fast-
nesses of mountains, and with no com-
panions but his pick and frying pay, is
lost to memory. Sudeenly comes the
news of another dispovery, and a city
rises like a pillar of famse in the wilder-
ness.  *Lucky BHI has struek it rich,’
gambled away his pile, and pushed on.
‘The bones of hundreds of the advance
courfers of civilization blaze the path of
brogress In the west, or moulder in for-
gotten graves, while In thefy wake are
teeming cities they have fotnded and
the ceasless murmur of thé money seok-
ing multitude, whose fortunes they have
builded.” The steadfastness of hishope
under many disappointmonts, his wili-
ingness to be fleeced for 2 little woney,
the zoest of his shortlived dissipation, and
the cheerfulness with which he returps
to the rocky trail, are characteristic of”
many of the old-time prospectors.

‘It seems like child’s play,” sal@a pro-
minent Canadian, *for the Roverhmeént
to diseriminate againse foreigiiers, who
Lelp to develop the resources of the coun-
try and prepare the rich harvest which
the governwment itsolf will reap. This
country is not like the United States.
There all the land is taken up and theo
government hasno need for more setflers,
Here there are vagt wildernesses to dev-
clop and every shaft sunk in the ground
and every ton o! ore taken out means
added wealth to the country. If the
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