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It was you observe, that he might bind up the broken-hearted. " He
hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted." Carefully give heed, thet
you may see whether this belongs to you. Are you broken-hearted be-
cause of sin; because you have sinned often, foully, grievously ? Are
you broken-hearted because your heart will not break as you would de-
sire it should break; broken-hearted because you repent that you cannt
repent as you would, andgrieved because you cannot grieve enough ? Are
you broken-hearted bacause you have not such a sense of sin as you ought
to have, and such a deep loathing of it as you perceive that others have ?
Are you broken-hearted with despair as to self-salvation; broken-hearted
because you cannot keep the law ; broken-hearted because you cannot
in& comfort in ceremonies ; broken-hearted because the things which look

best have turned out to be deceptions; broken-hearted because, all the
world over, you have found nothing but broken cisterns which hold no
water, which have mocked your thirst when you have gone to thern ;
broken-hearted with longing after peace with God; broken-hearted be-
cause prayer does not seem., to be answered; broken-hearted because
vhen you come to heai the gospel you fear that it is not applied to you

with power; broken-hearted because you had a little light and yet slipped
back into darkness; broken-hearted because you are afraid you have com-
mitted the unpardonable sin; broken-hearted because of blasphemnous
thoughts which horrify your mind and yet will not leave it ? I care not
why or wherefore you are broken-hearted, but Jesus Christ came into
the world, sent of God with this object-to bind up the broken-hearted.
It is a beautiful figure, this binding up-as though the Crucified One took
the liniment and the strapping and put it round the broken heart, and
with his own dear gentle hand proceeded to close up the wound and make
it cease to bleed. Luke does not tell us that he came to -bind up the
broken-hearted: if you examine his version of the text, you will read that
he came to cure them. That is going still further, because you' may bind
a wound up and yet fail to cure it, but Jesus never fails in his surgery.
He whose own heart was broken knows how to cure broken hearts. I
have heard of people dying of a broken heart, but I always bless God
when I meet with those who live with a broken heart because it'is written,
"A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thon wilt not despise." If you
have that broken heart within you, beloved, Christ came to cure you ; and
he will do it, for he never came in vain: "l he shal not fail nor be dis-
c'otiraged." With sovereign power anointed from on high he.watches for
the worst of cases. Heart disease, incurable by man, is his speciality 1


