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Preaching ond vome praying becamo the
promincut excreises of Protestant wor-
ehip. Instond of coming to adore God,
men came o church to liston to addresses
tho clergymen} Though it is good to ox-
hort and to reprove, oven these good ox-
orcises may, and—you will hardly blame
wo for adding—did, and yet do, obtain an
unduo prominence. The celebration of
tho L acharist in the mean time has be-
come an occasional oxerciso of dovotion,
rosorted to twite or threovimesa year in
some churches, and amongst those who
are vory devout, oncea month.
Thochang of faith is impressed on all
tho forms, in which your church appears
before tho world; the very stones from the
wall cry out aud proclaim it aloud. The
bellef of the nncients pointivg to Christ
really present on the altar made them look
with reverenco on tho temples in which he
dwolt 3 and os soon us the cessation of
persccution allowed them to emerge from
their hiding-places, mognificent edifices
were raised in which the holy sacrifices
could be offered. Christian urt caught
the spirit that animated the christian world
and erccted the superb piles which form
the wonder and admiration of modein
times. While the commodious halls
which Ptotestantism has furnished to ac.
commodate andiznces that listen to a
reacher,and the gergeous pulpit risiog up
fn the most prominent part of the building,
clearly show the most important partof
the worship that is practiced thore ; the
ancient church of Catholic times in its ar-
rangement and vast dimensions entirely
useless for Protestant purpores as clear]y
proclaims that it was reared by another

faith.
In. England where the Protestant Epis-

copal Church bos seized on those monu-
nients of other days, and of another faith,
or erected ono other of her own in servile
iritation of what she could not appreciate,
sho has been obliged to confiue the clergy
and people into a small corper of the vast
cdifice, and leave the immense mole out-
side to tell the curious who admiro its
parts, and the profane who irreverently
parade its outstretghed aisles, that the
spirit which gave it birth is departed,

I have now considered the doctrine of
your ¢ Prayer Book” regarding the Eu-
charistic sacrifice. In my noxt I shall
consider the spirit that presided over the
various modifications of the book, until it
. roached ite present form.

I remaim, Rev. Sir, respectiully,
Your obedient servant,
Catuoxicos.

Prom the Dublia Rezitw,

PID THE ANGLICAN CHURCH
REFORM HERSELF,
{Continued ]

From the convocation which sat during
_ the same time as the parliament, the bish-
ops were equally absent.  Of the proceed-
{ogs in the upper house we have no ac-
count. ‘To the lower was proposed, by
order of the king, the following question ;
“Hasany grester ambority in this realm
boon given by God in the Beripture to the
bithop of Rome, than to any Rkeign bish-
0@!"  The reader will okmerve e antful

structure of this question. Avowedly
there is no direct montion of tho bishop of
Rome in the Scripture, no specification of
the spiritual authority givon to tho suc
cassor of 8t, Peter in particular § no, nor
oven of tho autharity given to the success-
ors of tho apostles in general.  On those
subjects the Scripture is silent, Not ono
of the sacred writers has thought of de-
scribing in dotail tho plan of Church go-
vornment which tho apostlos established,
to bo observed after “their desth. For
that wo must havo recourse, as tho Ox-
ford teachors admit, to tradition. Hence
it was nalural to expect that to confine
tho question to the doctrino expressly
taught in the Scripture, would servo to
the same purposg, as tho introduction of
the qualifying clause, *as far us ullowed

by the law of Christ,” had served in the

recognition of tho king’s supremacy,—
Mony o man of timid mind, though be
might 1n reality admit the authority of
the Pope, might reconcile the deninl of it
with his conacience, by contending that

he had only denied that it was directly
taught in the Scripture. It was not, how-
ever, beforo tho last day of the session,
aftor the bills abrogating the papal juris-
diction had passed the two bouses, and

when the king made them the law of the
land by giving to them the roynl assent,
that the lower house made its report to
the archbishop, Thirty-four members
answered negatively, four affirmatively,
onp doubtfully. The same question was
subsequently put to tho two universities ;
and from both were abtained such answers
ag tho king required 3 from Cambridge on
the 204 of May, trom Oxford on the 7th
of Juane.

Now in the last session of parliament
an act had been passed, entailing the suc-
cession to the crown,on by the king's issue
his lawful wifo Queen Anne, and compel-

treasor, every Englishman of full age to
swoar that he would support that succes-
sion to the utmost of his power. The oath
exacled of ths laity was confined to this
sole object; but in that offered to the
clergy were added both an acknowledg-
ment that the king was the supreme head
of the church, and the declaration respect-
ing the papal supremacy which had been
subscribed, in convocation, and afterwards
in the two univorsities. That nooze was
compellabie by law to take the oath with

dared singly to dispute tho royal pleasure?
Gue acquicscense was fcllowed by an-

winter, this improved form of oath bad
been administered 1o almost evesy body of
clergy, ‘whether regular or secular in the
kingdom.

No time was now lost in taking advan«
tage of this submission on the part of the

Fclorgy. Onthe 3rd of Noxember, the

parliament met, and passcd a declaratory
act, that *the King, his heirs and succes-
sors, kings of this realm, ghall be taken,
uccepted, and reputed the only supreme
head on earth of the Church of Eagland,
called Anglisene Bcclesin; and shall
have epjoy anoexed and ubnited to tho im-

ling, under the penalties of misprision of |

ties, pre-eminences, jurisdictions, privi-
leges, anthorities, immunities, profits and
commoditics, to tho said dignity of su-
premo heed of the same church bejouging
and appostaining 3 and that ho, his hoirs
and successors, kings of this ronlm, shall
have full power and authority from time
totima,to visit,repress,redress,roform, or-
dar, corract, restrain, and amend all such
contempis,errors,heresies,abuscs,offunces,
and onormities, whatsoover they be,which
by any menner of spiritual authority or
jurisdiction, ought or may lawfuily be re-
formed, reprossed, ordered, redressed,
corrected, rostra:ned or amended.” Of
this statute it may be reraarked, 1st, thet
it differed greatly from the recognition
originally extorted from the clergy. That
recognition confined the royal supremacy
within the limits prescribed ¢ by the Jaw
of Christ 3 1this declaration affirmed is
absolutely, and without qualifiention. 9nd.
That, by giving to the king all the pre-
eminence and jurisdiction belonging to the
dignity of the suprems head of the
Chureb, it invested him with all tha

authority which the Pope had hitherto
claimed ond exercised in England, for no
other supreme head had hitherto been
known in the English Church. 3rd. That
it alsoinvested him with episcopal power
and jurisdiction ; not that he pretended to
administer the sacraments,—he had not
made such progress injthe new doctrine,
as fo beligre with archbishop Cran-
mer, that ordination was ubnecessary 3
~but ho chimed the right of directing
those who had been ordained to such
ministry, of supermntending their acts and
teaching, and of correcting and redressing
all their errors, abuses, and offences,
which by say manner of spiritual authority
or jurisdiction ought to be corrected or re-
dressed, that is, all ouch as were commit®
%d by any overt act 3 for such as were
committed sine scandalo must be left to
the justice of God.

these appendages, was evident. But who

But the safest way of ascertaining the
‘real object of the minister by whom ihe
‘statute was framed, will o to observe the
.mabner in which it worked. 1st. It was
impossible that the king should attend in
person to all the duties which his new
dignity brought with it, and he was glad
1o impose the heaviest part of the burthen
upon one of his officors.  The reader will
of course infer that this officer would be
no other than the archbishop. Notso;
a layman himeelf, he chose for his spirit-
uel condjutor, another layman thé origi-

other, and before the commencement of nator of the whole scheme,~—Thomas

Cromwell, his first secretary acd master
of the rclls.  Him the king eppointed his
vicegorent, vicar-general, and principa]
official, *¢ with full power to cxercire and
execute all and every that suthority and
jurisdiction oappertaining to himself aa

head of the Church, and to appoint others
his delegates and commissaries 1o execute
the some under him ; awhorising them to
visit all dioceses and churches, to sum-
mon before them all ecclesiastical persons,
even bishops and archbishops, to inquite
into their manners and lives, 10 punish
with epiritual censnres, to issus injusc.
tions, end £o exersise all tho fenetions of

perinl arown of this Toalm, as well the titlo

[and atgla thereof, os, &}l honours, digni-

tho eeclesisutionl cyrie.”

2nd. A royal iphibition was then issued
to tho archbishops and bishops, ordering
them to abstain from all exerciso of epis-
copat jurisdiction, till the king had mado
thy visitation of thoir diocoses; which
visitation was commenced in difforent
parts of the kingdom by the vicar-genera
and his delegates, Tho object of this
measure was to prove the sincerity of tho
bishops in their submission to the king’a
supremacy. If they laid claim fo any
authority os inherent in their office, they
would now it wes argued, advonco thay
claim, and seek to prove it; or would own
by their silence, that it was indefensible,
and by suing out the rostoration of their
powars from the king. would furnish a
practical acknowledgment that he was tha
fountain from which they derived theis
spiritunl authority. ¢ If they claim it oa
their right, lot them show their evidence.
If they take it as a benefit of the king’s
liigness, let them sue for it again by sup-
plication, that they and all others may un«
derstand him to bo the head power within
this realm under God, and that no juris-
diction proceedeth within the same, bud
from him.” ]t happenedas was foreseen.
The bishops submitted in silesce, and ono
after another petitioned for the restoration
of their ordinary juriadiction ; which was
doled out to them by piecemenl, to, be held
only at the king's pleasure, and with an
admonition,that they would haveto answer
for their exercise of it before the supreme
Judgo hereafter, and before the king’s
person in the present world.

3rd. Butthe humiliation of the bishops
was not yet completed. Xn June 1536, the
convocation met.  On the 16th, Dr. Petre
came and alledged, that of right the first
place in that assembly belonged to the
king, as head of the Church, and in the
absence of the king to the vicar-general,
the Honourabie Thomas Cromwell, the
king’s vicegerent for causes ecclesiastical;,
that he himself stood there as proctor for
the said vienr-general,as would appear by
the commjasion which he held in his hand,
and therefore he demanded that the place
aforesaid should be assigned to him in vir-
tue of that commiseion, It was read ace
cordin&ly. the claim, was allowed, and
Petre taok the first seat, At the next scss
sian, Cromvwell himself appeared and pre-
sided; as he did afterwards on several
important occasions,always occupying the.
same place, and subscribing to. the resolu~
tions before the archbishop.

Thus it wasin convocation ; and the
same honour’ was paid to him in parlia-
‘ment. By the.act “for placing the lords,**
it was ordered that the Lord Cromuwell,
“the king's vicegerent for good adminis«
traiton of justice in. causes ecclesiastical,,
for the godly reformation and redress of
all errars, heresies, and, abuses in the.
Church ; and that every, person having.
the said.office of grant from his majestyor
his heirs, should have place on the same
form with. but aboge, the archbishop of
Canterbury, and should have voice to as-

‘sent or dissent as others the lords of par-

liament” Thus the vicar-general took,
the procedence of ovory poer both spirituak
sud iemporal,whatzver might be his office,

ja Charetior ghate. Could there ke ampte



