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order, if possible, to avoid pnssing through
Rome on their way to their cestinntion,
%0 great was their hotror of breathing,
even for a duy, the same atmosphero with
the “man of sin,"—that is, the Holy
Father ! But a little —indeed, very little
—well.directed inquiry might have on-
abled them to satis(’y their minds that there
1s not in the world a community of human
beings, their numbess and general sita-
tion considered, so free from vice as are
the Roman people. Bxceptions to this
representation no doubt occur {rom time
10 time, under the form of robberies and
assassinations, But, on the other hand,
il the corruption of the femnia sex extead
to any considerable degree—which is he-
lieved not to be the case—at least it is
Indden (rom the oye of the world—ahom-
nge to wirtue which we certinly cannot
boast of with reference to London, Edin-
burgh, or Dublin. One nced only go into
the churches on Sundays to see how well
they are attended by both gexes, from an
early hour in the moraing to midday, and
at vespers in the alternoon.  During the
week-days, also, mass is celebrated in
aumost all public churches of Rome every
half<hour, from sunrise until noon, Dur-
1ng those hours hundreds of the faithful
may be seen kneeling on the bzre floor
round the side chapels.

( {'o bo continued).
e e emnim

117> Alt leners aud remittances are 10
be forwarded, free of postage, tothe Edis
tor, the Very Rev. Wm. P. McDonald.
Hamilton.
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RELIGIOUS SWINDLING.
This may be traly designated the age
of rebigions swindling. The villany began
m Englands the most speculating country
ot any 1 commercial enterprize, carried
on by joint stock companies, and partners
ships, to a prodigious extent, in every
possible wey of acquiring wealth ; though
all this in 2 mercantile sense, or where
value is tendered for value received, may
be strictly honest, honourable and praise
worthy. But, in this same country, we
find another set of speculating jobbers,
a0l so blamelessly intent on betering
their temporal circumsiances ; thowe evi-
dently alluded to by the chiel Aposily,
who, ** through covetounsaess, with fe:gn-
cd speeches, make merchandize of you™
(2 Pet. 2,3.) Thesc are oue Tract and
Bible mongers: a set of hypocritical
vhurpers 3 wha, some thirty years ngo,
were shrewd enough to percetve that i
the Protestant’s gh-prized rule of faith,
the dead letter of the scripture, or the
printed Rible; they could onginate a most
luceative speculation ; and one, which
could not but be clierished, supporied, and
promoted by the zealous miembers of uil
Protestant sects; whose common principie
it 1s to reject the authoritative interpreta-
vor of the church (Maw. 18, 17), and
abide every one by his own opinion,
The bait teck. The Protestant public
of excry denomination gave headlong inte

the anare laid for them. Subscriptions
and donations came pouring in from
every quarier, to the inventors of this
press-made - prper- Apostieship. A dver-
tisements in all the putlic journalt ; and
placards posted up in all {requented situs
ations, did for them, in their Bible traflic,
what such had done for a Solomon in the
snle of his incomparable nostrum, his all
surpasssing balm of Gilead. This, in n
word, was the hopetul origin of that mock
evangelical delusion, so craftily grounded
ou the vital principle of universal Protes-
tantism: a thing struck up to raise the
wind by a fundless firm 3 now known as
the Bible Socicty. To preclude all sus-
picion of misapplication of the casly con-
tributed towards the support and further-
ance of this printer’s bubble, carly care
was teken by its interested inventors to
solicit, and get ingralted into their Firy,
not the persons, but the names of the
most iNustrious and high-ritled individuals

in the land. These they incessantly

trumpeted forih as the approving patrons
of their pious proceedings; nominal part-
ners in the undertaking ; not such as
wauld trouble themselves in the cash de-
tails; whose coveied meed was praise; not

pelf; with which last they were supposed |

abouuding, some droppings ol which they
would vather let fall into the treasury, as
a further inducciuent to the blazing forth
of their fume. Besween these and the
Tormer, pay and puff was the order of the
day. The party, however, more imme-
diately concerned in this nefarious specu-
lation thus effectually sereened their vils
lany from the public mistrust. For who
cauld cver suspect dishonesty in those,
whose scheme was sauctioned, lauded,
supported and promoted by all the great
and learaed, whom Protestantism could
boast of 7 Yet look in the pro forma
statemett of this joint stock, bible-making,
money-begaing company; at the cnormous
sums annwvaily received by them from
their well-meaning dupes of every Pros
testant persuasion ; aud then ask yourself
{in the absence of all informers, but the
very receivers), what becomes of all this
gratis-gsowing treasure; augmented vastly
as it is besides by the extensive sale
(amounting to ar least nine-tenths) of
their ten times peid-for printed Bibles ?
This much we can tell the mueh imposcds
on Protestant public (for Catholics arc
placed beyond the delusion ; huving purer
Biblical versions of their own ; and the
church, assigned by Christ, as their sole
and sure expounder. Matt. 18, 17), this
we cn assure the dopes ol their bible
quacks, that of the millions of Bibles, res
poried as sent out yearly for distribution
i0 forergn countries ; not s many thous
sands (and these too for sale, wherever
they can be so disposed of), are over ac-
tuslly exported. In our scaports there
are apents apponted to receive and for-
ward, us directed, their tract and Bible
packages ; containing what numbers the
senders choose w0 specify.  ‘These are
wmerely idenufied, but sever counted over
at the custom house ; and a boua fide cer-
tificte is 1eturned to0 the directing party ;

which is carclully registercd at their

office, as proof positive of the cortespond-

ing outlay with the reported incomc.l
Wo have beeu assured, in u way not to
doubt the fact, that in Liverpool one of
their trusty agents, as in the habit, after
puesing his packages at the custom..ouse,
of embarking them in his bous, ns if to
be shipped on board some outward bound
vessol in the offing ; and then of sinking
them ns spolled teas, or stores, in some
uafrequented part of the river Mersey.
The export ticket however proved to de-
monstration that his pious cargoes were
duly forwarded to their places of destinas
tion. Should any wish to be moro parti-
cularly informed as to the swindling
tricks and traffic of the Bible socioty ; let
them rvead, wo think in the Edinburgh
Review, the disputes between the Scoteh
end English Bible Socicties, for and
against the publication of the Apocrypha;
and there they will see how the cat was
let out of the Jag, in the unguarded
ozgerness of the contending parties.

We have shewn in England the origin
and progress of that vile, hypocntical,
swindling speculation ; the Bible society;
a thing imagined purely on the trade or
mercantile  principle ; and reared and
resting o the broadest basis, of Protess
tantism. It soon proved a mine of wealth
to its contrivers and their retamers® who
had thus wilily enlisted on its side all the
ignorant prejudices and anti-catholic zeal
of Protestant scctasianism ; together with
the vanity of all the self-deeming, angd
would-be.deemed, godly and charitable
of our race.

The profitable nature of this mammonic
delusion was soon spicd abroad, as well as
at home ; and universally hailed as a new
und overflowing source of gain, by our
refosmed and reforming gospellers of
cvery caste : whose only object, after all,
is but to secure 10 themselves, their wives
and fumilics, a genteel and easy tempo, 21
living ; for they are evidemly of those
wio, as St. Peter says, “leaving the
right way, have gone astray; following
the way of Balaam, the son of Bosor, who
loved the wages of iniquity.” (2 Pet. 2.)
These all over our colonies, cast and
west 3 and in the United States of Ame-
rica, where sp many kindred spirits
abound ; have industriously spread, and
carried on with unusually joint accord ;
among their blind and bigoied dupes, this
money-making Bible traffic, to such an
extent, and with such stceess, as, accord-
ing 10 their own statomeants, to have real-
ized cash sufficient 1o have more than
cancelled their national debt.  And yet
all these prodigicus collections vanish
quite, as soon as made; without producing
one single visible beneficial effect, or dur-
able advantage to the community. Nay,
the prowling hydra that swallows all, is
as hungry and clatnorous for more asever.
The Bible traflic alone cannct minister
1o the monsterk cravings. Aand though,
1o recommend its sale, the prinied Bible
is proclaimed all and sele sufficing ; and
all other word or writing profane and in.
aduissible; set (besides other furnishing

shifts to cram the ravenous monster’s maw,
g'ich as sabbath schools, revtvals, camps
ineclings, rag-bag and mite socictios; and
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for what i3 called the Lcerd's treasury),
the tract peddling speculation is super-
added to the Bible one; and vogrant
evangelism to boot, with the most gluring
possible inconsistency.

Quo non mortnlia pectora cogis aure
sacra fomes ?

So that the whole DProtestant gystem
has ended at last w @ printer’s bubble ;
a tract and bible peddling apostleship ;
and « paper reformation !

No lcarning in this now religious sys-
tem ; no iastiuction whatever is required,
but just-as much a9 may enable one to
tead.  Alt kuowledge of the past, present
and future, derivable from our fellow
creatures, and the testimouy of mau, s
utterly discarded, as fallible and falla-
cious. The Bible alone (that is our Eng-
lish Protestant version of it ; full of errors
purposely as well as ignorantly mades and
disugrecing with all previous and subse-
quent translations, bLut sanctioned by a
British monarch, and his infallible Puthia-
ment), this British bible (rcad, understand
end interpret it, as you please), is your
only sure and soul-saving monitor and
instructor. All preaching, or teaching
besidas, is but the word'of man; Tracty,
too, and all written or unwritten testimony,
as essendially fullible, must never be reli-
ed on. This is every Protesiant’s pro-
fessed belief; and ihat, as we observed,
on which the Bille Sociely has built its
money-making speculation. This is that
loudly lauded, and much admired mode of
upiversal conversion and. modern evange-
lism. Why did not the all-wise {ounder
of christianity 1eveal 1o his followers this
Bible scheme? It would have spared
them a world of difficuity and danger in
propagating every where his holy religion.
‘Their only duty wonld then have been to
print off, and cavs to be generally ciicu-
lated,, a sufficiency of Bibles in every
language. Such o mechanical methad of
instruction would have rendered unneces-
sary all their toil and risks by sea and
land; and saved them cven the cx-
pease of their journeys. Nav, it would
have proved to them, as it has doge to
our Bible Society men, an mexhaustible
and easy wrought mine of treasure. Tn-
stead of carrying the Saviour’s ignowi-
nious cross they might have weilded the
golden rod of mammon; and made, with
the monopoly of a Bible press, all the
nations ©f the earth their tributariea.
What a glorious spectacle it would thes
have been to behaid thus evangelised and
colightencd the whols family of Adam
all at Jength becomeo Bible readers, serip-
tare searchers, truth explorers, free ex-
pounders, random gucssers, bold nfiirmers,
loud protesters, and tireless scheming rew
reformers. Then would have taken place
at the beginning what we have buere
blessed with in our day—

A godly thorough reformativn ;
Which alwaya must bs carried on;
And s}l bo doing ; never done:

Aps if religion wete iatondoed
Fur nathing elss, dut to be monded.

(G We cannot account for the ray-

‘recdipt of the Chippawa papers 7 they ate

daily beggin gbrother and sisterhoods, ol

sem from our office regularly,



