
Vaqa.bond %inettes.

-%ith great jars over their shoulders, fulIl of the sweet mixture,
supposed to be cooled wvith ice, from Lebanon; and they rattie their
brass cups between fingers and thuinb, as they cry continuously,
"O0h, cheer thine heart; oh,eheer thine heartù!" Here-are the bread
sellers, crying out, 1,O Allah, that sustainest us, send trade." fiere
are sellers of nuts, fruits, liquorice water, sweetmeats, indeed, of
e-verything that can be hawked around the street, and their pecu-
liar cries sound above everyting else.. And such a crowd, sucli
varicty of feature and expression, such brilliancy of colour in
dress. «White turbans, kumbazes of softest texture and colour,
kumbazes of vivid stripe and shade, loose outer robes of blue or
lemon yellow, mingling and commingling in ever varying com-
binations. But it is thé, men .who are thus brilliantly and
gracefully dressed. Look at those bolster-lik e--bjects, ail in
white-shapeless, moving bundies-those are the women, and those
other striped bundies, and black bundies are also women. .They
are without grace of form or motion, and utterly without dignity;
these they possess, no doubt, but the' are so securely tied up in
these wiaddling bundies of Oriental propriety that you cannot
.even guess at their existence.

flere is a group of wild Bedouins from the plains corne on their
-camels to make purchases, and the huge beasts paee gravely under
the dark arches and through the crowded street naking room for
themselves and their great panniers. 'Yond-?r is a -%ild-lookiig
liorseman, a sheikh, evidently. Look at the gay tr-3ppings of bis
spirited littie mare, bis fine striped :fiowing abba, bis gay licefiye7z,
bis huge inorocco boots. There, in tail brown conical cap, a
dervish stalks solemnly along, utterly vnxnindful. of what is
passing. ."'Darac74 darac k!"- (Your back, your back!) you
hear beiund you, and yrou step aside quickly to let a carniage
pass you, driving some tourist around to the sights of the city,
.a.nd looking -wonderfuly ineongruous in this Ara.bian-Nigbts-
looking street.

The most interesting sigbt lu Damascus is tle bazaars. Imagine
long avenues roofed over, lined on botb sides with oren sbops, or
rather stalls, for -your eastern sbop 1$ -very like ,.square packing-
,case, -with a fiat board in front as a couniter, bjhid %vhieh the
proprietor sits i solemn patience for the custorners Allahli nay
-send him. These stails ,are filled, sbeif upon shieif, pile upon pile,
with the -warcs to the vending of -%vich tbey are devoted. In
bamascus eacb trade or manufacture bas a 1lazaar of its own.
<lhere is the saddler's bazaar filled with the gay trappings, and
cumbersome saddles wbich the Arabs de]ight in. There is the
:sllk bazaar, with piles and piles of g*orgeous silks, brilliant in


