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and challenged us to enter in and possess tho land. What
are we waiting for? All things are now ready. A united
movement all along the lines—more men and womea. to
the front, and the Church of God backing them up with
more money and prayer and sympathy; more Godly
paronts giving their childron to God and v Misaions from
the cradle ; more enterprise for God, pushing the con-
quests of the cross as we push secular and scientific
endeavor for objects infinitely less important™—who can
tell what glorious and speedy results may follow a true
awakoning of the Church of God to the duty and

riviloge of proclaiming the goapel to every creature!—.

iss. Review.

Lost Opportunities.

Some of the membors of the suxiliary in the Central Church
in W did a good' deal of thinking on the afternoon of
the last Sunday in December. Surely it was not an accident
that the regular time for the meating should come on the same
day that the earnest young pastor preached o searchiog 4gr-
mon on the close of the year, taking for the toxt, ** Inasmuch
as yo did it not ye did it not to me.” The sermon
created quite an impression—not to say quite a breeze-~among
the self-satisfied ones, who did not approve of the way in
which the ein of omission was pressed Kouw upon them.

Whother it was the offect of the morning sermon, or the
bright Decomber day, or the fact that o ** real live mission-
ary " from India was to address them, or u little of the three,
therc was certainly o yery encouraging attendsnce st the
meoting in the afterncon. The president, continning the
thome of the morning, epoke catiestly of the plana that had
been made at tho beginning of the year, which had besg
carriod out in Bome measure, but which would have been so
much more effective {f more had entered heartily into them.
Mrs. H , the missionary from India, followed with a
thrilling talk on the many apenings for work in India, telling
how the hearts of tho missionaries sank within them as they
saw one opportunity after another go by unimproved because
of the inadequaocy of the force of workers The meeting
was one of unusual spiritual power, and at the closa the presi-
dent mode another tender appeal for more carnest work for
foreign missions in the church, eaking that each one presont
uhou?d honestly try to find the might-have-dones of tge past
yeor, and mako them into the shall-be-dones of the year to
come.

Almost everyone in the church would have said that if
there wore any ouc who did not need such an lojunction as
thie it was dear Mra. Fostor, whose heart and sou! was thor-
oughly in the foroign missionary work ; but, as is often the
case, eho took every word that had been said to herself. As
she sat down in her cozy sitting room in the dusk of the win-
ter evening, the haunting thoughts came thick and fast, snd
the might-have-dones loomed up like goblins in the darkening
room. After awhile her thoughta ran on like this: ** I be-
lieve the trouble with me ia I am afraid-of what people will
think. I oftenimegine them saying, ‘ Oh, that tiresome Mrs,
Foster, with her foreign missions! I wonder if she ever
thinks of anything elsc ' I often fancy I see such a resigned
expression coming over their faces whon 1 introduco tho aub-
ject, as if they thought. ‘ 8he is riding her hobby again ; we
must tiy to boarit!" This has kept my mouth shut dozens
of times. How sorry I was wo lost John Mason's dear little
wife in our nuxilisry. When we wanted a new treasurer, 1
sturted to ask her ever so mony times to take the place;
bat I knew she was a rich society girl from New Yorl‘c,. and
[ didn’t dare meation religious things to her, least of all
foreign missions One day I went specially to ask her, and
she got to talking a0 earnestly about hor European trip I
camo away without having said & word about {t. How dis-
appointed I was when { went into tho Ladies’ Aid Boociety

e very noxt day and found she had heen made Seorotary,
and wos really plessed, as she snid, ‘to be set to work.’

-of town, although I raa.

me; and so it might.

And I waunted her so much for the auxiliary ! Then to have
her say, aa she did afterward, she would have much preferred
foreign missionary work, and that she didn't say anything
about it because I hadn't meationed the subject, and she
thought I was not intereated in it ! B8he is making almost a
now thingof tha Ladies' Aid, and wo have lost a fine worker.

**Then there was dear old Mr. Hamilten's monoy. 1
heard he was going to give something na a memorial for his
wife, and I immodiately thought how nice it would be if he
would have a memarial room in the Bombay Home. I hadeo
many things on my hands at that time I couldn't got to aee
him for nearly two weeks. To he sure, [ did meet him on
tho streot one day, and walked three or four blocks with him,
but I dido’t want to speak of it too suddenly, it seomed
so much better to bring it about in tho course of con-
vorsation. I met himat church and at Mrs. Wood’s tea, but
when T got my courage up to the point of askiug, he was
called away, and the opportonity wes gone. It was hard
when I did get to tell him, $o find that he had promised a
window for the church. How my heart sank when he said :
““My dear woman, why didn't you tell me this-before? I
could hardly make up my mind which Mary loved best, the
church or the Waman'e Board: but Mr. Blake was very
anxious for tho window, and he was 8o kind in her sickness,
1 thought she would like to please him.’. How disappointing
it was to find, too, that Mr. Appleton, a man who is not a
member of the church, but is very proud of the new building,
would haveput in the window if Mr. Homilton had not. I
think I shall have to confess to ono thing.—that, above all
thiogs, [ disliko to nsk for money, and o very small excuso
keoeps mo from it. R

1 can console myself with ane thing,—I have attended
every meoting of the auxiliary except the two when [ was out
not have done what I might in the
meetings. [ wish 1 had written that paper on Japan that I
was asked for at the September meeting, eapecially s Mrs.
Hartley made her appearance there for :Ea first time after our
wmany invitations. 1 know that I'had some materisl on Japan
that would bave astonished her. As it was, the programme
was made up at the last minute, and it wns the Jeast inter-
esting meeting of the year. She was*too polite to say so, but
I kiow Mrs. Hartloy thought it waa stupid, as she has not been
since. It was too bad, too, to refuse to lead in prayer two
mootings in succession. The first time I thought I couldn't
because I was not well, snd the last time was the day that
Bridget left at an hour’s notice, and I was too worried and
flustered to compose my thoughts. Good Mrs. Bacon sug-
geatad to me afterward that it might have calmed and helped
In any case, when I saw Mrs. Rlake
ask four other ladies and finally do it hoyeelf, I made np my
mind I would never refuso again.”

So Mrs. Foster’s thoughts ran on till the might-have-dones
scemed to her sensitive conacience to bury outrof sight the
really efficient service she had rendered, and led .her to o
Eruyerful reconsecration of hereclf to the work asked of her

y her Lord, whatever that might be. Ob for many Mrs.
Fosters in our churches 1 * } o

Among those specially roused by the services of the day
was Mrs. Meenwell. Ever sinoe the moining sermon she had
had o hounting sense of duties left undome which rested
henvily upon hor as she sat indulging in ber favorite oconpa.
tion of finding piotures in the bright wood: fire. The after-
noon meoting was still in her thoughta, and the pictures she
recnlled were conneoted with the miseionary society. The
aonual meeting in February was at Mrs. Sanford’s “lovoly
home, and the charming surroundinge came vividly before
her,—the ploasant social ten that followed, with the conser.
vatory and other rooms open to all ; the meeting itaelf in the
olegant parlors, filled with well-dressed, intblligent women,
all more or less intent on the subjeot of the hour. She saw
hereell sitting in a quietscorner receiving a revelation as to
tho great missionary movemonts of ho age, and remembered
with a pang of regret the resolutiona she had made to inform
herself about their progress, to attend the manthly mestings,
to glve genoronsly, SE; had thengand there snbacribed for



