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pointed for the purpose, the rules aud regulations
for conducting public business, contained in the
Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Fng-
land, were mutulis mutandis, manimonsly adopted
for the government of the Convention.

The objects tor which the Convention was call-
ed were introduced with exyplanatoiy obsetvations
by the Cha.rman, who invited the breihien pre-
sent to expiess their views ou the subject betore
the mecting freely and at leugth.

The convention was addressed by many of the
brethren, and the several points of alleged griev-
ance were very fully considered and discussed.

In the course of the debate it was urged, that,
however willing the Grand Lodge of Enzland
might be to concede all the points embraced
the petitions of the Provincial Grand Lodge, the
serious inconvenience aiising fiom the distance
(near 1,000 nules) between Great Biitaw aud
this Province, could not thus be avuided, whilst
the establishment of a Grand Lodge of Canadu, i
addition to remedying that incuis enienice, would
unite as one family the Fiaternity of the Pro-
vince, identify the interests, and assimifate the
workmyg of the vanous Lodges at present belapg-
1ng to thiee distinet jurisdictions, and establish hai-
mony throughout the Craft.

It was furcher urged that having a Grand Lodge
in the Province would affoid the Lodges a conve-
nience of communication which would greatly fa-
cilitate the business of the Cralt—that (he amnouul
of dues *hat would be saved by haviug Lut oue
Grand Lodge to support would mati1ially lneiease
their beravolent 1esources—that a Giard Lodge,
with oflicers annually elective by the Vasans of
Canada, would sccure due attontion to the interests
cf the Fizternity, and elevate Freemasonry in Ca-
nada to a pomtion of prospenty, mfluence, anu uti-
hty. undei any other chrcumstances far beyond its
capabiltties,

It wasalso urged that amongst the nunierous and
intellizent Lody of Masous in the Provanee, the
1¢quisite talent and devotion tu the welfuie of the
Craft may at ail times be fown! 10 conduet an
efficient administration of the affairs of Freema-
soary in Canada, and that the necessities of the
Fraternity required that they should assume a posi-
tion of self-government.

‘The fechng of the Convention being mamitestly
8o strongly in favor of the establishment of an m-
dependent Grand Ludge, a Comnuitice, compused
of those brethren whose Masoute huowledge aud
general ability had disunguished them as the best
qualified for the fithful and efficieat perfornsance
ofso important a duty, was appoiuted to investi-
gate all available Masonic authorities for precedents
appheable tothe peeuliar circumstanees of the
case. ‘The result of their researches was a1ecom-
mendation for the immediate formation, ofa Grand
Lodgeof Canada. “I'misrecommendation, with the
full and explanatory report ¢f the Comunttee, hav-
ing reccived from the Brethren that calmand grave
consideration which the serious iuportance of the
snl)ject demanded, it was felt that, however pain-
ful itmight be to them thus tosever the link which
had so Iong bound them to their parent Grand
Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland. and sincerely
as they felt, and readily acknowledged, the daty
they owed to those paent Grand Lodges, they felt
that they owed a still higher duty to Freemasonry,
whose interests were at stake, and whose prospe-
rous existence in the Province inperatively requir-
ed that immediate separation.

It was thereon solemuly resolved—

That in order to apply a remedy to these evils
~—t0 form perfect fraternal union, and har-
mony, establish order, ensmie tranquility, provide
for, and promote the weneral welfare of the Craft,
and secure to the Fraternity of Canada all the
blessings of Masonic privilege, it is expedient,
right, ‘and our bounden duty to form a Grand
Lodgt of Canadi.

* lt'was then on motion unanimously resolved.

‘That the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Ac-
septed Masons of Canada. be and s hereby torned
upon the.. Ancient -Charges and Constitution of
Masonry.

A. Commiltec was then appomnted to prepare
rules and regulations. for the goverument of the
Grand Lodge ot Canada; and a temporary cude

having been submitted and approved, the Grand
Lodge proceeded to the election of Grand Master
and Grand Officers. V. W. Bio. W. M, Wilson, Past
Grand SemorWarden of the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Upper Canada, and W. M. of Nafolk Lodge,
Simcoe, C. WV,, No. 500, R. K., was elected Grand
Master, and V. W, Bro. A. Bernard, Past Grand
Juutor Deacon of the Provincial Uraud Lodge ot
Muntieal, and Willtam Henry, Lower Canada,
and W. }. of St. Geosge’s Lodge Montieal, C, IS..
No. 613, R. E.,, was clected Deputy  urand
Master, and Bicthien of Masonie abiity were
electad and appointed Grand Officers.

Cammiltees were then appointed to conduct the
general busiuzgs of the Grand Lodge, and the Con-
vention was adjourned wath solemn payer—its
deliberations having occupted three days,

The requsiie arangements having previously
been made, on the 2nd of November, the Giand
Lodge was duly consecrated, and the Grand
Mastei cleet regularly ausialicd, 1 due and ane
cient form by the Most Waotsinpful the Honorable
IL U, Bachus, P. G. M. of ihe Most Worshipful
the Grand Ludge of the Stale of Miclugan, assisted
Ly otlier Brethren of ewiuence and distction in
the Crait,

The Grand Lodge of Canada was thus reaglaly
formed and maugurated, m the bame of the Great
Architect of the Umverse, v conformity with the
custom which has prevatled in the establishment
ot Grad Lodges, and we confidently belteve that
the ciicumstances which cailed 1t 1o existence
weie as tuch strouger. as the _umiber ot Lodges
by whom it was foimed was greater than had eves
befoie combiued fur the cieation of auew Grand
Lodze. From the time when the Four Lodges of
London renounced their allegianee to the Grand
Loige of York, and formed themselves mito an in-
dependent Grand Lodge, up to the pesent penod,
the greatest numnber on record of Lodges over as-
soerated to erect a new Grand Lodge was seventeen,
ninlst forty-one Lodwges, and holding warrants,
o, tiom three different juusdictivns, were har-
wonnously uinted 1 the establishinent vt the Grand
Loiize of Canada.

We have now stated as briefly as their impor-
tance would admit.the whole of the circumstances
connected with the formation of the Grand Lodze
of Canada, and we submit them awith all due
respect to your august Body, to whom we have
always looked upasthe fountain of Masome kuow-
tedge, and the bnghtest example of virtue, dizmty.
ad benevolence, and trom whom the great majo-
nty of us clum, and ever wiil proudiy  boast, our
descent.

Having been entiusted with the sacred duty of
directing the affuiis vt the Crall, 1n tus Province,
and of repyesenting thum and advocating thewr -
terests throughout the Universe; aud having solenmn-
ly undertaken that charge, and 1o dissemnate the
grand principles of our Ancient and Honoralle Or-
der, and promote to the ulmost extent of our ability
the geaeral prospornty of the Fratermity itis ounr
carnest desne and wmtention to tollow and mamtam,
pure and unsuilied, the ancient landmarks, laws.
and traditions ot the Craft as we receved them from
your hands.

Jongaged in one common cause—the good of our
fellow-men, by promoting the wtcrest of onr time.
honored Institution,—and it being our first wish
and highest ambition tn establish and peipotuate a
sincere and mtimate atliance with the Grand Lodge
of Bngland, we extend o you, in the name of ou
Davine Art, the night hand ot brotherhood, and
confn.ently claim from you a reciprocation of onr
fraternal r1egard. .

Signed on behalf ot the Grand Lodge of Canada.

Wit Mercrr Wirsoy, G. M.
(1. S.)
‘Tros. Birp Harnis, G. S,

Hamilton, C. W., 10th Nov., A. T.. 5855.

Banquet and Presentation,

‘The members of the Hiram Chapter of Ha-
milton, Canada West, met vn Triday, the il
of April, for the purpuse of presenting Cum-
panicn Thomas Duggan with a piece of Silver
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Plate, as a testimonial of their appreciation of
his wotth as a man and a Freemason. The
aceasion was ono of much rejoicing with those
who patticipated.  An elegant -banquet was
provided to 1efiesh the physical man, while
the feast of reason and the flow of sou! contri-
buted to give a zest and a cliarm to the good
things.sct bufore them.  The Companions
were in full Masonic tegalia. Comp. C. Ma-
gill presided, Comp. Duggan, the guest of the
evemng, stting at Lls night, Comp. J. Harns
at his left.

After the proper atiention had been bestow-
ed, in stowing away, m the most agrecable
manner, the ¢ goodies® of all kinds, and lis-
tening to sweet strans of music during the
whole of the 1epast, a number of toasts were
drank. The fifth toast was given by the
Chairman, having immediate reference “to the
olject ol the evening, m the fullowing words :
¢ Health, long life and happiness to Compa-
niun Duggan,® at the same time he presented
to lum the testunonial, and made the following
remarks: )

« Companion Thomas Duggan, the Com-
pamons Royal Arch Masons of the Hiram
Chapter, Canada West, Leing deeply impress-
ed with, aud hughly appreciating the valuable
seivices whicl, fur mauy years, vou have so
ably and willingly rendered the Chapter, both
i the exalted posttion of Most Excellent High
Piiest, amd 1n other otfices, and duly recogni-
zing the zeal vou have alwavs displayed for
the welfare of the Chapter and ifs members
from the date of its chatter in 1849, in which
your name appears as First Principal, until
the present tiine, have unanimously deter-
mined to present you a piece of Plate, as a
testimony of theit adinirativn of your Masonic
sedly and a meento of their individual fiend-
ship and regaxd.

«“The testimunial now piesented to you,
was chusen 1 preference to any emblem of
our ancient and beloved Ovder, with the view
that the amiable partner of your life might, in
some degree, patticipate in the pleasure which
must Le cvet engendered by the contemplation
of a tuken frum so many fricnds wnd Compa-
tions.  May the Great 7 .1m long preserve
you to cach other in the emyoyment of domes-
tic cumlurt, health, happiness, amd peace 5 and
may the botds of friendship and brotherly love
now eaisting between us continue to cement
and stiengthen, so that as years roll on, many
bright links may be added 10 the already ex-
tended chain of friendship.*

The teatimonial prescuted to Comp. Duggan,
was an claboratly el sed silver jug, bearing
the following mecription :— Presented by the
Royal Arch Masous of Hliram Chapter, Haml-
ton, C.W,, to Comp. Thomas Duggan, as a
tuken of their appreciation of the valuable
services which he has iendered to the Chapter
during the many years of his officiating as
Most Excellent High Priest, and asamemento
of their fraternal regard and esteem.” The
toast was drank with much enthusiasm, and
was responded *n at sume length, in a feeling
manner, by C .npamon Duggan.

Among the Conpanions named, we find
some with whom we have been m fraternal
correspondence for a long ime.  "The occasion
appears to have been oune of great rejoicing,
and will, no doubt, be long remembered by
those who were present.  Companion E. M.
Iurris, one of the testimonial committes, re-
plied 1o a toast in langnage which does him
credit, and we cannot refrain from transferring
to our columns the excellent Masonic senti-
ment which he gaie, vie.—+May the sight
of the nuserable and aitlicted, and tho touch
of the puur ur distreasud, ever vdise sympathy




