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ions have been advanced as to why the Red cross Order convince mie that he wa.
Templar systeni was introduced into F. and aware of the anoient system preserveil by
A. M., and doubts expressedl on the subjeet, the Order of St. John.
that I feel it b-uc right to lay before you ail While the progress of tho Templar Ordler
the reliable information that cau be coileot. was advanoing mn retirenhent and seorecy,
ed. 1 have alrady shown thatbthe Ancient the Builders' branch (Masonry) was pro-
Templar Order ana the Builders' (Stone gressing in the ereotion of religious houss,
mI8Bofl5 Guiid> took their rise froni the preceptories, monasteries, colleges, etc., for
sanie source and in the sanie century,- two or three centuries, during which tinie
-promulgating the sanie dootrines: - The the early membera were removed by deabli,
Bacred ir Holy Mysteries.* and their places filled by "lBuilderel or

On the suppression of the Templara, blasons of the common Order; s0 that ini
xuany of the brethren took refuge and the early part of the fifteenth century, the
iinited -with the Order o! St. John of Builders were forme jute a suil,"an
Jerusaleni, afterwards "KInighta of Malta," the characteristios cf their sacred doctrinal
and there pres;erved their secret doctrines. mysteries, which bhey had inherited, were
.lu the progress cf tue, the Earlof "Tor- forgotten aud lest, partly from motives of

pichin,", in Scotland, became the head of prudence, partly £romi indifference and for-
the Order in that country, 'who, at the IRe. getfulness. The earliest record we have cf
formation, resigned bis connection with it the mechanical Guild growing ont cf the
and surrendered to the Crcwn the Lands Bildiiers froni the Cloisters. together with
and Lordship cf bthe tnited Orders, 'which their ritual, isA. D. 1549. On examinabion
ceased to be (in Setland> a Sovereig cf theni, lb wiUl be found that they had but
Body; but bthe doctrinal rituel, ib is claimed, one deçrree, and that purely mechanical or
'was preserved, and carried te the North cf operative, aithougil fuily Christian (vidie
Europe, principaliy into Denmark, whdre Steinbrenner's lliBtory) in its teachings.
it has beeu kept and practised (though in When thle revival and revision cf 1717 teck
qecret) under bthe protection cf Royalty. place, bthe Christian elenient cf Masonry

r an persuaded that bthe Order cf St. was eradicated, and Free and Accepted
John, after the Union with the dispersed Masenry declared a universal doctrine and
Teniplars, had sucli a ribual; iudeed, por- ne longer sectarian. There cau be but
tiens cf it, I have every reasen to believe, little deubt that the desire on bthe part cf
1 had in my possession, and found it an easy many cf bthe old members te preserve iba
matter te obtain evideuce cf its truths. early Christian character ledt to the intro-
Several private papers cf ,Tudge Walter duction cf the Modern Tezuplar system
Redwell Wright (whom R R.H. bthe Duke heing attached te Freeniasonry, showing
c! Sussex succee eas Grand Master cf that botil eriginally sprung froi bthe saine
the Englisil Templars in 1812>, given te seurce, and were in possession cf the sanie
ime in Malta, with mauy 'valuable docu early teachinga cf bile Christian faibli. We
inents froni other sources, 'were lest can, ilowever, only conaider our Templary
chiefly in the fire cf 1882. au imitation cf bthe Ancient Order, rather

Judge Wrigilt's original papers on bthe as being appropiated than inilerited.
-This, thon, would seeni te be bile true

*The 'word, "Mystery" in bthe Scriptures, reason zohy thle Templar Ordler han, bean
is -weil defined as simply meaning, "A re- clos.ýqly associated wlth Medern Free ana
-vealed trutil, a truth wilich man could Accepted blasonry, but our Engliail Lystem
net discover,but -which God niakes known." has been always kept separate and distinct

The Sacred or Hcly Mysteries, preserved froni the Craft degrees, ferniing ne part cf
in bthe cloisters cf bile early Ghristian theni, and, conferred after the Royal Arch
Churcil, are anterior te tile Christian re* degree, considered the climax~ cf Masonry,
ligion, being the spirit cf prcpilecy. "'Tiey bthe completion cf bthe second part cf bthe
saw Christ by faibli and represented E[im Master's degree, separated froin it and ecm-
and Ris doctrines by symbols." They are bodied in a ceremonial oi Jewisil legends,
in existence te day, as biley -were then. The -thc production cf btle Iast century.
Advent cf Christ confirmedl theni in their The Templar systeni, with us, la, tilere-
full glory. They beach that none can clai.m fore, nothing more than a Christian asso-
the riglit Qf etemnal life beyond the grave ciation cf Freemasons, who represent and
but thorze wilo 1Blieve on Hlm that livetil follow the traditions cf the Ancient Re-
aud was dead, and is new alive for ever Jligicub and Military Orders cf bile Crusad-
imore," and follow bthe LowIy One iu the ers, imitating, as nearly as possible, their
-narrcw patil 'which la marked eut for pil. usages aund custonis, and strictly adhering

grma in their sojon here. Tilcy are dog to their teachinga and doctrines.
mtic: bliey discard ai] metaphysical rea UIntil cf late years, in ail thc discussions

soninga and apeculative theories, and de. which have baken place as te thle history
clare with a trunipet bongue the "lfail cf and ebject cf Templary, its purely ortho-
sin"-tilc innate corruption cf human dcx Christian character was neyer disput-
-nature and the uecessiby cf regencration. ed. Why, tien, la there se mmci difficulty
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