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sonal jealousy, armed with the threat
of political influence at a general elec-
tion! The new Council which virtu-
ally succeeded it, the present Central
Committee, was of very different com-
position. It was, and is, almost alto-
gethier composed of the school inspec-
tors ; there was no more to be any
representation either of the teaching
profession or of the public literature
of the country. The Central Com-
mittee is composed of men who Aad
already other functions to perform—
those of inspection. To these they
were to add those of executive gov-
ernment. John Hunter, the Physio-
logist, remarks that if an organ is
called on to perform a two-fold func-
tion it becomes less efficient in either
direction—thus the foot of a water-
fowl is not very effective either for
walking or swimming. The function
of inspecting schools was not unlikely
to be interfered with by that of choos-
ing, or advising the choice of, text-
books ; a matter in which the money
interests involved, and the temptations
held out by not too scrupuloiis pub-
lishers, might lead to scandals dis-
graceful to the Department and disas-
trous to the teacher and the people.
It was evident that a wholly indepen-
dent organ of educational criticism was
needed, not less so in the other Prov-
inces. It was also desirable that the
educational organ, while-it fully repre-
sented the teaching profession, should
be independent of mere professional
technicality, and of the narrow and
sometimes acrimonious spirit with
which the technical interest tends to
regard public questions. The latter
should be looked at also from the
point of view of the general public
interested in education. And this
independent position towards the De-

partment, the profession and the pub. '

lic we find to have been well sustained
by the new EpucarioNAL MoNTHLY.
It has treated the Department with
impartial moderation; itspagesabound
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with essays, some on professional,
some on literary and philosophical
topics, by the leading minds among
our teachers; it forms a means of in-
tercommunication for' the ablest of
them, while its columns are closed
against the fault-finding of the lower
class found in this and in every other
profession. The editorial depart-
ment, besides a series of essays on
school questions of immediate impor-
tance, contains a valuable selection
bearing on school work, from the best
foreign sources, and original articles
on new books, which are a marked
feature in~this able review. As in-
stances of the excellence of these
articles, original and thoroughly
adapted to Canadian conditions, we
would refer to the review of Matthew
Arnold’s “Johnson’s Six Lives,” in the
March number; to that of the “Litera-
ture Primers,” which follows it; to
“English Men of Letters,” in the April

! number,and to theunpedantic scholar-

ship of such articles, to take one
among many, as that on Harper's
‘“ Andrew’s Latin Dictionary,” in the
November number.

It may best fulfil the motive of this
article, which is to shew fully the kind
of work that is being done- in the
Canapa EpucATIONAL MONTHLY, if
a short account is given of the con-
tents of this, the first, volume., When
the same topic is treated by two writers
in the course of the volume, they will
be considered together. The Editor’s
articles on educational questions of
immediate importance will bereserved
for separate review.

The January number opens with
“ University Consolidation,” by “Al-
pha.” This article is ably and tem-
perately written ; it chiefly refers to
Oantario, where there are no less than
six denominational colleges to the one
non-deriominational university. “Al-
pha” urges the evil, likelyto increase,
of multiplied degrees deteriorating the
educational currency,as in the States.



