L e e Y T TR

THE BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIV

ATOR. 155

From the Transactions of the New York State
Agrieultural Society.

ON Tpe CULTIVATION or DYERS'
MADDER AS AN ARTICLE OFF
AMERICAN AGRICULTURE.—
RUBIA TINCTORIA.— By I B. Bateham,
one of the Edutors of the New Genesce
Farmer.

The quantity of madder consumed
annually in the Umted States, and imported
{rom abroad, 18 perfectiyasiomsiing 10 those who
have given 1o auenuon to tho suuject. Unior-
tunately, our public records do woi give very
«xact information on the subject ; but Mr. Ells.
worth, as the nearest approximauon he could
abuain, gives the amoum a8 five thousand tons !
Estimating th.s at the low average price of ten
cents per pound, it makes the round sum of one
million of dolars paid annually to foreign coun-
tries for an articls that can be produced as good
and as cheap at hame—paid, too, by & people
duaded down with indchiedness, and disgraca by
the forfeiture of plighted obligation !

The Culuvaiion of madder has berctofore been
roprescnted us a tediousandlabouriousopsration,
Tequiring mueh caro and skill, as well as outlay
of copual, The direcuons have besn mainty
guhired fiom_ foreign works, dewling the
muethods practiced by the plodding Duich in
‘Holland and Germany. These sccounts bave
appeared 2o fnghtful 10 Amarncans, that nons of
them havedared to undertake the busminess ; and
Jabour-ingonuity have never been cxercised upon
1t

It is trne, the crop requires three or four
years to arrive at maturity, and necds consider-
able labour and somo knowledge ; but the
quantity of land it occupres, and the amount of

abour 1t requures, 18 far loss in proporuon to the
value of the crop than these of any other farm-
crop that can bé named.

‘Thess asscrtions are fully corroborated by the
joxpenience of an enterpnsing American farmer,
AMr. Josoph Bwiit, of Ene couniy, Uino, who
jee been engaged in tho culture of madder for 5
yeurs past. A detailed account of Mr Swift’s
‘mode af culture, and 1ta results, was obtained at
hue remdence last winter, by the wrniter of this
ossay, and published 1u the New Genesee Farmer
for Mareh, 1843

From this accomnt it will be scen, that after
having informed lumself on the subject, and
becoming sausfied that the busmess was pracu-
cable and profitable, he 21 once planted Yacres
—a quantity that would astonish Mynheer Van
Hollander. This be allowed to grow four sea-
sons, and the crop was harvested and sold tn the
fallof 1842, The following sto some ot the

esults of hio experience,. The prodact of us
st Jand was at the rato of 2,000 Ibe. per acre ;
and ho iscerlain that, with his present know-
ledge, ho can obtan 3,000 Ibs. per acre—which
13 more than the best average crops of Hotlznd
ot Germany. The, ual«:!y was superior to Lhe
average of imported madder.

The labaur reqmired, including the whole tme.
with the digging, clearning, threshing, &c., was
from eighyy to opo hundred cays® work per
acre. lho outlay for buudinrs, fixtores, Stc.,
did'not exceed, 1n sll, fitty dollars.

‘The valuo of thp crop was at the rats of fifteen
conts per pound, at which price he sold most
of it—notwithstanding the circumviance of its
being unknown to purchasers, and all tho pre-
judico thet usually exists in such cases.

The resolt, then, in figures, fairly atated,
stands thus, for an acro of good land properly
mansged :— -

Alr. Swift, woa one of the earliest setilers of
that section of tho country, having residod nearly
thirty yeare on the farm he now aczupies, which
Sonsists of abont 300 acres of choice land, mostly
alluria), it_: s yaliey of the Vermillion niver,
ceven iiles from Lake Erie. At myrequest, he
Tarnished mo with the following practical direc-
uons {or_tho cultivation of medder, which ho
remarked muet'be understood as intended for
thoso who wish to cultivate only a few aerce, and

cannot afford much ouilay of-capital Thoso
Ty nish to ongago in ths buriness on en

extensive scale, would nced toadopt a somewhat
different practice.

Soil and Preparation.—The sod should be a
deep, riuh, sand joawm, irce frum weeds, roots,
stones, Ac., nnd containung a good purtion oi
vegetable carth.  Alluvial * botiom” land 13 the
most suitable ; but 1t must not bo wet. If oid
upland is used, it should receive a heavy coaung
ot’ vegotablo carh, (Irum accayed wood and
leaves.) Tho Jand should be plowed very deep
i the fall ; ond early in spring apply sbout one
hundred loads of well-rotied manure per acre,
spread eventy, and plosghed in deoply; shen hor-
fow uii quuo finc and tree trom lumps.  Nexi,
pluagh tho Jand into beds four foct wide, leaning
alleys betwveen, three feet wide : then hairow
the beds with o five light hatraw, or rake them
by hand 50 as to leave them smooth end even
with the olicjs. Jhey are then ready for
planting.

Preparing Sets and Planm:{,r,-—\indder-sols,
ar seed-roots, aro best sclected when tho crops
is dug in the foll. The honzontal uppermost
roots ( with eves) arc the kind to be used ; these

‘| shouid be separaica fiom ihc bottom root, and

buried in s2nd, 10 2 ceiler or pu. 1 not done in
the fail, the sets may be dug early in the epring,
beforo they begmn to sprout. 1hey should be
cut'er brokean into pieces, contamning from two
to five oyes cach—1. e. thgee to fourinchies long.
The timne for planung is a8 early 1n spring as the
ground csn be got in good order, and severe
{rosis are over, which, 1o tlus cirmate, 18 usualiy
about the middle of Apnl. With the beds pro-
pared as direcied, stretcha line lenghwise tho
bed, and with the coraer of a hoe make a drill
two inches deep along each edge and down the
mddle, 80 2510 give threo rows to each bed,
about two feet cpart. Into these drills drop the
sets. ten inches apait, covering them two nches
deep. Eight or ten bushels ol sets are requisite
for an acre,

After Culture.—As soon as the madder plants
can be scen, the ground should be carefully
hoed, so as t0 destroy tho weeds and not wnjure
the plants , and the hoang end weeding winst
be repeated as often as tho weeds moke their
appearance. If any of the sets have faled to
grow, the vacancies should bo filled by taking
up parts of the strangest roots and transplanting
them , this is best donein June. Assoon as
1o maddes plantsare ten or twelve inches high,
the tops sre (o be bent down to the surface of
the ground, and all except the tip end covered
with carih shovel cd from the middle of the
alleys. "Bend the shoois ouiward and inward,
in every direction.

When ready to take out af tho ground, put
half & bushel of roots at a time and sur ihem
about 1n the water, pulling the bunchea spart so
as to wash them clean ; then, having a plattoym
at hand, lay them on it to dry. To make tho
plattorm, take two or three common boards, so
as to be about four teet in widih, and nail clects
acrosssboundertoc. On thesgspreadihe roots
about two nches shick for drying n the sun.
Carry the platforins‘to a convenient place, not
far fromn the houte, and place them sido by mde
n rows east and west, and with their ends north
and south, leaving room Lo walk beyreen the
rows. Elcvate tho souh cpds of the piniforms
about eighteen inches, and (ke north endsabont
aix inches from the eround, putling poles or
suicks to support-them : this witl greauy faciti-
tate drying. After tho second or third day
drying, the madder must bo protected from the
dews at night, and from ram, by placing the

latforms ono upon another to a convenient

oight, apd covenizg the uppermost one with
boapds. Spread themn ontagain in thomorming,
or as soanas danger is over.  Five or six days
of ordinary fine westher will dry tho madder
suffimently, whon it may be put away till it is
convenicat to kill-dry and gnnd at.

Kiln-drying.—~Thesize and njode of constract-
ing the kiln may be vancd to enit circamstances.
Tho followingisa vory cheap plan, and sufficient
to dry one ton of rools at 3 time. Place four
strong postsin the ground, tivelvafeet apart one,
way, and eightecn thoe other , put girts rerosa
the botiem, middle, and top, a:d naid Yoards
perpondicniariy on the outmde as lor a common
barn.  The boprds mpst be well scasoncd, and

all cracks or holes should be plastered or other-
wiro stopped up. | Make a shed.roaf of common
boardr, In the inmde, put uprght standerds
abou five fceLapart, with cross-pieces, to support
the scaffo'ding  Thefirst cross-pieces to be four
feot from tho floor ; tho next two feet higher,
and 8o on to the top. On thess cross-pieces,
lay amall pules abou six feet longand twotnchea
thick, four or five inches apart.  On these scaf-
folds the wadder is to be sproad nine inches
thick. A fluor is laid ot the bottom, to keep all
dry and clean. When tho ki 1s filled, take
8x o1 oght hetiles or band furnaces, and place
thein four or five feet apart on iho floor, (first
securing it from fire with bricks or stones,) and
make fires in them with charcoal, being careful
not moke any of the fires so large as to scorch
the madder over ihein. A person must be in
constant aliendance to twatch and replenish
the fires  The heat will ascend through the
whole, and in ten or twelve hours it will all bs
safficiently dricd, which 1s known by ite becom-
ing britle hke pipe stems,

Breaking and Grunding.—Immedintely after
being dr.ed, ihe madder must be taken to the
barn and thrashed with flaile, "ot broken. by
machinery. (a mill might be consiructed for thia
purposo,) so that it will feed ina common griat.
mill. Ifitis noibroken and ground immediately,
it will gatlier damnpnesaso ns Lo prevent its grind-
ing freely. Any commoa grist-mill can grind
medder properly. \Vhen ground finely it isifit
fur use, and may be packed in barrels like flour
for market.

Amaunt and ralus of Product, &c.—~DMr.
Swift measured off a part of his ground, and
carefully weighed the product when dried, which
he found to bs over two theusaud pounds per
acre, notwithstanding the scasons wera mosily
very unfavourable.  With his present knowledgo
of the business, ho is confideat that ho can obtain
at least threc thousand pounds per acre, which
is sn1d (o be morc than is often obiained in Ger-
many. The wholeamount of labour he estimates
ot from eighty to one handred days® work per
acre.  The value of thocrop, ot the ueual whols.
sale price, (about fileen cents per pound,) ia
from threo to four thousand dollars. In foreign
countues it is customary to make several quati.
ties of the madder, whick is done by sorting the
roots ; but as only one quality is roquired for
tho western market, Mr. Swiftc mokes but one,
and that is found to be superior to most of tho
imported, and finds a ready sale.

Ifany pcrson desires instruction for making
several qualities of madder, ar further information
respecting any other point, it mny be obtained by
addressing, post paid, Joseph Swift, Birming-
ham, Eric connty, Ohio.

—_———

Blackberry Syrup.—We are indebted
t0 a fricad for the following receipt Yot making
blackberry syrap. Thisayrupissaid tobe almost
o specific fur tue summer complant.  In.1832
it was succesful in moro than one cags of
choleras—

To two qnarts of juice of blackberries, add ono
pound of loaf sugar, 4 oz nuumegs, §°oz. cinna~
mon. puiseiised, § 0z. ciuves, § oz. ailspice, do.
Bo.l all togethor fur a shout time, and when cold
add =z pint of fourth proof brandy. From a tea-
spoountul to a wine glass according to the age of
tho pauent till relioved,.is to be givon.

For cleansing brass, take 1 oz. oxalic
acid to a quartaf alcobol. Rubd with a woollen
rag uil dry. 1 hasbeen testod, and with great
satisfaction to many.

—Gr—

It1s said that nngworms may be, in
mast caser, simply cared by scratching sround
the auter surfico with tho point'of o sharp neadle.
The disease will not pass the lino, of 1ho skiu is

thas cut.
—_——
The blood of a white hen, (saya the

'Ndm,saglaad Farmer, ) smeared on o freckiod

{ace, and sulfered todry thercan, and afterwards
#wiped awsy, cloariy akca away all spow fram

"the samo.



