
A WORD TO THE READER

That Isaac Brook is entitled to rank as the foremost
defender of the flag Western Canada has ever seen, is a

statement which no one familiar with history can deny.
Brook fought and won out when the odds were all against
him.

At a time when almost every British soldier was busy
fighting Napoleon in Europe, upou General Brook fell

the responsibility of upholding Britain's honour in

America. He was " the man behind the gun "—the undis-
mayed man—when the integrity of British America was
threatened by a determined enemy.

His success can be measured by the fact that it is only
since the war of 1812-14 that the British ilag has been
properly respected in the western hemisphere. It is also
a fact that after the capture of Detroit the Union Jack
became more firmly rooted in the affections of the Cana-
dian people than ever.

It must not be forgotten that the capture of this strong-
hold was almost as far-reaching in its ultimate effect as the
victory of Wolfe on the Plains of Abraham, and was
fraught with little, if any, less import to Canada.
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