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cruel and blood-thirsty race, always seeking re-
venge, always invoking evil powers, will not be
disappointed that giants, enchanters, demons, and
dark supernatural agencies, should form so large
a part of the dramatis personæ. Surprise has been
expressed,* that the kindlier affections come in for
notice at all, and particularly at the occurrence of
suécl refined and terse allegories as the origin of

Indian Corn, Winter and Spring, and the poetic
conception of the Celestial Sisters, &c. I can only
add, that my own surprise was as great when these
traits were first revealed. And the trait may be
quoted to show how deeply the tribes have wan-
dered away from the type of theihuman race in
which love and affection absorb the heart; and
how little, indeed, we know of their mental cha-
racter.

When the volumes of Algie Researches, in 1839,
were published, the book-trade had hardly awak-
ened to that wide and diffusive impulse which it
has since received. No attention had been given
to topics so obscure as inquiries into the character
of the Indian mind-if,-indeed, it was thought the
Indian had any mind at ail. It was still supposed
that the Indian was, at all times and in all places,
"a stoic of the woods," always statuesque, always

* Vide Griterion, No. XXIII. p. 361.
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