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that the court of France was not obliged to give-
Great-Britain an‘account of what fhe did.

The king mide a promotion of fea oficers; com-
modores were appointed, captains and old lieutenants .
were promoted, and there was fo much buftle made
about the ftate of the marine, that the court of Lon-~
don bezan to take umbrage at it. o

A foreign embaflador told :me one day upon this-

-occafion, that he difcerned a great error in the French
government, that is to fay, *¢that we make a fhew
“of ourfelves to all Europe and our enemies. He.
% added, theie are no fecrets of ftate at Verfailies.; all-
“ Chriftendom is :nformed of the defigps of France, .

“ long before fhe is in a condition to execute them,
“ whereby they are fruftrated.”

An affsir that no way related to France, excited

the attention of the king for a fhort time. The Ge- -
noefe (an unfteady people, and who have never been
in a ftate of tranquillity fince the foundation of their..
republic) had carried on a war for a long time a-
gainft the Corficans, whom they ftiled rebels, whilft:
the Corficans gave them the appellation of tyrants.
‘There had been feveral engagements between them,
which ferved only to protra& the war, as peace muft
ever be the refult of a reconciliation of fentiments.
Hatred and antipathy had barred all:the avenues to a
mediation. Their -averfion to each: other furpafled
their reciprocal dread. If religion itfelf had fomented

a divifion, it could not have been.more animated.

Marfhal Belleifle, fpeaking to me of this war, often
teld me that the Genoefe would never be rulers over
the Corficans ; for which he affigned this reafon ;.
* When the principal ftate combats with its fubjets,
“ the firft battle muft decide the quarrel, otherwife it
* will remain for a long time undetermined. Rebels,
‘“ who by fieges and battles, poife the fovereign au-
* thority, no longer bear the name of fubjeés, but*
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