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ROSE FROMTHERANKS
ENLISTED AS PRIVATE AND BK- 

CAME ACTING COLONEL.

In “Hone*! Hutch,”—Orpheum, next Wednesday and Thurusday.

The Story of Major John Girvan Who 
Carried the Colors of tiie Famous 
‘•Fifteenth Battalion” Into Ger
many—He Was a Real Civilian 
Soldier.

J
OHN GIRVAN left Valcartier In 

1914 a private in Company A, 
48th Highlanders. From Aug
ust, 1918, until Armistice Day 

he was in command of Toronto’s 
“famous Fifteenth.” He carried the 
colors into Germany last December, 
and he returns to Toronto as Major 
John Girvan, M.C., D.S.O., Croix de 
Guerre, the respected second in com
mand of the Highlanders' unit.

It is given to few men to “carry 
on" through four years on the fields 
in France, but John Girvan has not 
only fought through these years—he

VANCOUVER 
MAN GETS 

HJRPRISE
Fine Results he got from Taking 

Tanlac was .more than he 
Expected.

“It certainly is wonderful how 
juickly the right medicine will get a 
person to feeling right again,” sail 
'5. A. Almofsky. ol* 450 1 f»th Avenue, 
Vancouver, 1$. C., well-known motor 
mechanic for the Province Motor Co.

“About a year ago I first noticed 
my stomach was gelling out of order 
ind I kept on getting worse l ight al- 
*ng until I got to where I could hardly i 
tit anything without 
ndigeation. I couldn’t eat much, some
times the smell of food would make 
rno so sick I couldn’t cat anything, 
Mid when I did eat a little, it just 
soomed to turn to gas. I had a burn
ing sensation from the pit of my 
stomach clear up into my throat, and 
the gas bloated me up until I could 
hardly breathe and caused a terrible 
pain in my side. I had headaches 
-.early all the time, sometimes was 
Almost blind with them, and I was so 
nervous 1 couldn’t get a good night’s 
-deep. I always started the day’s 
work so tired I could hardly move 
tad sometimes I was constipated for 
several days at a time.

“Hearing so much about Tanlac, I 
decided to try it and the way it help
'd me was the surprise of my life. 
After taking only one bottle my in
digestion was gone and now I seem 

'm eat enough for two men and never 
have the least pain or distress of any 
kind. I never have a headache, am 
not nervous any more, sleep like a 
"og every night and get up mornings 
ready for a hearty breakfast and a 
big day’s work. In fact, Tanlac has 
-elelved all my troubles, made me 
**eel just like I wanted to feel, and 
l want to say Tanlac is the medicine 
I intend to use in my home from now 
on.”

Tanlac is sold in Fernie by A. W 
Bleasdell; in Glacier by A. E. Morris, 
and by the leading druggist in every 
town.

(Advertisement)

COMETS
^RETURN

AFTER 5893 YEARS, COMET 
COMES IN JUNE AND MAY 

CONTAIN BIG SURPRISES

LONDON, Jan. 10—A waning is 
issued by Dr.. Andrew Crommelin, an 
eminent astronomer, assistant at the

Greenwich Observatory, of the danger 
to the earth from n comet next June. 
This Comet’s orbit is being pushed 
nearer the earth in each of its appear
ances, due to the influence of Jupi
ter. It makes an appearance every 

j 5893 years, and its pathway extneds 
from about the sun’s ecliptic orbit to 
a point where Jupiter performs its 
revolutions.

Astronomers are expecting its ap
pearance in July this year, but Pro. 
Crommelin says June. It is now 
travelling hundreds of miles a min- 

head-on for the earth.
“If the actual date of intersection 

if the paths of the earth and comet 
v.erv June 2V>, there would be a colli ~ 
in” lie say-. “We wouldn’t be wiped 
iut, hut there would be the biggest 
.bower of meteors ever seen, with 
lors'ble damage to property and life.

Crommelin thinks the chances of 
are not great. He smiles at 

beleif of layman in a collision 
f a comet and the earth as being 
'atal to the earth. Scientists point- 
J out years ago that comets arc 
imposed largely of gases, while a 
dlision is the cause of tremendous 
tmospheric disturbances. Yet the 
imet in the mass docs not penetrate 
arth’s atmosphere.
Even as it is, with the comet com- 

lg so close to the earth, astronomers 
re preparing for new discoveries re- 
arding heavenly tramps, and laymen 
cpects an unusual display of meteors.

The Muek Rat.
The muek rat, as its uame would in

dicate, la a species of rat. It Is found 
nowhere but in America. Its body Is 
shaped like that of the ordinary rnt, 
but Instead of the short, dose halt 
ef the land species, it I» covered by s 
thick reddieh-brown fur, and became# 
it liras much »n the water it hM 
webbed toe». Although very awkward 
* land, it la lively and playful IB 
water, and la a great swimmer and 
diver.

■velmtlen ef Clothes Ternie 
Deeeaa and doze ns of clothes tenue 

•We are that Indicate the evelutleB 
at llethee among our ancestors. Pet 
•cent, which has been used as • Bel 
very respectful synonym fer women 
IB general, was a garment for ■■ 
eetgtnaHy, and was the uadereent 
wera beneath the heavier overcoat. 
II was fairly long, and eventually the 
werd came to be applied to the pus 
meats that evolved from this “pottf," 
er email coat.

Beliefs Concerning Sneezing.
According to Aristotle, If a man wee 

d«k sneeilng once forbode his death, 
bet sneezing twice his recovery. If 
the patient was a woman the rule 
werked the opposite way. A traveler 
IB the woods was threatened with aa 
attack by brigands If he sneezed once, 
while sneezing twice presaged a happy 
Jeumey. As a rule, the person sneer
ing twice in succession will be lucky, 
but unlucky if It occurs once.

has given to Scotland and Canada a 
wonderful service—the service of a 
“charmed” life, the gallantry of a Sir 
Galahad, the undaunted pluck and 
grit of his native Island of Bute, and 
the best of a born brain for leader-

Iiis career to military glory had a 
romantic beginning, too. With W. 
Sparks, manager at the Toronto Gen
eral Post Office, anu lather of Doug
las Earl Sparks, his best chum, John 
Girvan was holidaying at Duncan 
Lake, in the Gowganda district, in 
August, 1914. The campers heard of 
the outbreak in Europe, but canoe
ing and fishing banished the start of 
the world conflagration from their 
minds until Mr. Sparks was notified 
by wire to come home if he wanted 
to see Earl before he left for over-

Wlien Mr. Sparks came home, he 
found that Earl was at Valcartier.

Later, when the first contingent 
was about ready to leave, Mr. Sparks 
confided to John Girvan that he 
was going to Valcartier to sa/ good
bye to Earl.

“I’ll get a day off," said Girvan 
“and go with you.”

It was a lovely fall evening at Val
cartier when John Girvan saw his 
pal swinging down the line of a com
pany in the Scot uniform.

Without a word John Girvan turn
ed to Mr. Sparks: “You take my 
clothes home. I am not going back. 
I am going with Earl.”

Mr. Sparks brought John’s busi
ness suit to Toronto, and John sailed 
away a Highlander under Corpl. 
Sparks, in the famous Fifteenth.

It was the great sorrow when 
Earl fell at Ypres in April. 1915, 
but Pte. Girvan carried on right into 
Germany.

His decorations give slight recog
nition of his real service. It is 
known only to a few. True,-he has 
been specially mentioned in de
spatches at various times, and his 
high ability has been recognized in 
flattering terms on his military 
papers, but Major Girvan and his 
parents are of the soldier stock, and 
they don’t talk.

An awful night before «a disas
trous engagement some of the men 
of the Fifteenth under Girvan were 
new to the trenches, dispirited, and 
somewhat nervous. In the glare of 
the light from the Hun line the offi
cer mounted the parapet and walked 
along the "suicide” path, with no 
thought for himself—with an order 
here, a word of encouragement there 
and a cheering, nonchalance that 
brought the morale of the line to 
the highest pitch. “It was not the 
danger to himself that counted with 
us,” said one, “but it was that prince
ly thoughtfulness for the men.”

It is the story of a Scottish boy 
who found himself in Toronto. John 
Pollard Gjrvan was born on the west 
coast of Scotland, on Kilcahatton 
Bay, Isle of Bute, in November, 1885. 
After a brief schooling at home he 
toolf a short course at Edinburgh, 
when his father, Archibald Girvan, 
decided to move to Toronto. John 
came out in 1906, and that fall went 
to the post office. It was but a short 
time before the then Deputy Post
master recognized his ability, “He 
made himself at once a very valuable 
man.” On the night shift there had 
been considerable friction, and John 
Girvan was picked out over older 
members to take charge of the city 
sorting staff on the night side. His 
judgment, fairness and firmness were 
demonstrated, for the affairs of the 
department were soon running 
smoothly.

His prowess with the boxing 
gloves and his ability to organize 
and help in the concerts of the staff 
were recognized by numerous pre
sentations to him. It xwas at this 
time that John began taking an in
terest in sculling, and, joining the 
Argonaut Club with Joe Wright and 
Capt. Sinclair and "Tommy” Car- 
son, he developed into an oarsman 
of merit. As a bow-man Girvan had 
few equals. In 1911 he rowed bow 
In the champion junior eight, and 
the following year he won the 
eight-oar at Montreal. When the 
Argonauts were the champion fours 
of Canada in 1913 Girvan was a 
member of the crew.

When the big scrap was called in 
Europe Girvan dropped the oar here 
and put on the mitts for â round with 
the Hun, and he stayed for the 
“knock-out” count. When he was 
wounded at Courcelette in 1916, and 
sent home for three months, his 
friends urged him to quit. His bit 
had been done hnd done well, for he 
had his field promotions then. He 
enjoyed his furlough, talked only of 
his men, and went quietly back to 
his post in France. He has been 
there ever since, and it was entirely 
fitting that the signal honor of carry
ing the colors from London to Brus
sels was given to the major who had 
taken Col. Bent’s place last August, 
and had so successfully carried the 
battalion’s destiny through the big 
fall offensive. He was : Iso in charge 
of the Highland tror..; of the Third 
Brigade when they were reviewed by 
King Albert at Liege.

Major Girvan had no military 
training previous to his enlistment 
in this war. He is a real civiJian- 
eoidier.
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| Prices are Going Down
WE WILL GIVE IT A GOOD START
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WE WANT TO REDUCE OUR STOCK BEFORE 
STOCKTAKING

NOW IS YOUR CHANCE TO SAVE MONEY ON YOUR 
PURCHASES OF

SILVERWARE DIAMONDS WATCHES 
CLOCKS FRENCH IVORY CHINA, ETC.

From now until Jan
uary 22—Cash Only
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NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that sixty 
days after the first publication of 
this notice, I, John Daniel McLeod, 
of Vancouver, B.C., Agent, intend to 
apply to the Commissioner of Lands 
for the District of Southeast Koot
enay for a license to prospect for coal 
and petroleum over lands situated in 
Block 4593, Southeast Kootenay.

Commencing at a post planted at 
the Southeast comer of Lot 11081 and ! 
marked J. D. M’s. southwest comer 
post, thence North 80 chains, thence 
East 80 chains, thence South 80 chains, 
thence West 80 chains to place of be
ginning.

Located the Fifth day of October, 
1920.

John Daniel McLeod,
D3-5 , Locator.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that sixty 
days after the first publication of 
this notice, I, John Daniel McLeod, 
of Vancouver, B.C., Agent, intend to 
apply to the Commissioner of Lands 
for the District of Southeast Koot
enay for a license to prospect for coal

and petroleum over lands situated in 
[ Block 4593, Southeast Kootenay.

Commencing at a post planted at 
the Northwest corner of Lot 11079 
and marked J.D.M.’s. Southwest cor
ner post, thence North 80 chains, 
thence East 80 chains, thence South 
80 chains, thence West 80 chains to 
place of beginning.

Located the Fifth day of October, 
1920.

John Daniel McLeod,
! D3-5 Locator.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that 30 
days after date I intend to apply to 
the Hon. Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works for a license to 
prospect for Coal and Petroleum on 
the following lands situate in the 
District of Southeast Kootenay, Brit
ish Columbia, in Block 4593.

Commencing at a post planted at 
or near the South West comer of Lot 
6991 and being the South East cor
ner post of Eugene Schiller and C. F. 
Woodward’s claim; thence north 80 
chains; thence west 64 chains; thence 
south 80 chains; thence east 80 chains, 
to a point of commencement, making

514 acres more or less.
Located this 29th dav of November, 

1920.
John Virgo.

Agent for
Eugene Schiller and C. F. Woodward. 
D3-5 Locators.

NOTICE ~
Notice is hereby given that 30 

days after date I intend to apply to 
the Hon. Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works for a license to 
prospect for Coal and Petroleum on 
the following lands situate in the 
District of Southeast Kootenay, Brit
ish Columbia, in Block 4593.

Commencing at a post planted at 
or near the South West comer of Lot 
6991 and being the South East cor
ner post of Eugene Schiller and C. F. 
Woodward’s claim, thence south 80 
chains; thence west 64 chains; thence 
north 80 chains; thence east 64 chains 
to a point of commencement, making 
514 acres more or lèss.

Located this 29th day of November, 
1920.

John Virgo.
Agent for

Eugene Schiller and C. F. Woodward. 
D3-5 Locators.
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