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CHAPTER XI.
“Yes; her mother was Sir Arthur’s

sister. She married, I believe, beneath

her.”
' “Then why is she called Hatton?”

asked her grace.

“Because Sir Arthur has adopted her. I
It is perfectly natural that she should |
take his name.” And the ~duchess
never gave the subject a second
thought.

Sir Arthur had been equally pleased.
He had watched the duchess’' face
when she first saw Leah, and notedl
the flash of delighted admiration. |

“Your njece is most charming,” she?
had said to him in her gracious-way.
“Bring her over to Craig, to-morrow.

He congratulated Leah; “and she
smiled with wondering eyes. “It must
be a fairy-tals, ‘uncle,” she said. “A
few weeks since, Het——" ‘She stop-
ped abruptly, for she wasg on the point
#f pronouncing the name ‘she had
promised never to mention. The very.
leffort to' check herself .blanched her
The general appéared
not to motice it. “But a few weeks
gince,” she said, “I had but one pé.lr
of gloves—and they were so mended
and darned that I was ashamed to wear |
them-—and not five shillings of my own i
in the wide world. Now I.am mistress |
of Brentwood, your adopted child and’
heiress: I have a fortune in the treas-|
ures you have given me; a duchess
takes me by the hand and-asks me to
be her friend; I am promised all that
this ‘world can.give me—the lovlieét
brightest, happiest life. Now, is it not
like a fairy-tale?”

“Yes,” “he replied, looking at her
face.

He wondered if, in the dawn of that |
rich, passionate lovliiness, there was:
the beginning of sorrow or of joy.

In the course of a few weeks, Leah
was quite at home amidst the luxury
and magnificence of Brentwood. As
time passed on, the memeories of the‘
old painful life grew weak; the love
of her fair young sister was the strong- t
est . passion that remained. = She!
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face and lips.

- I

" entreaties’ the general

| thousht of her father with a dread that

in ‘amazement. It was his niece
noMMummbm‘

| was strangely mingled with regret @0d proved her. He grew pale as he went

love. but she thought of him as mu-;
as. possible; her heart and her reason for- his emotion was too great for |

/her and kissed her in silence, |

were at war with each other over him. . words,

She was grateful of her escape from  The duchess had been mm after .

what she termed “a furnace of fire,”
She was mmly welcomed at Craig,
the ducheu even grew attached to her;
and whon. after’n gay autumn-and in-
dumerable shooting-parties, the time
for the projected tour to Rome came,
she invited Leah to accompany her.
At first the general was inclined to re-
i fugse. He had just learned, he said,
that he could not live without her, and
it was cruel to wish to take her away.

| all. Nothing but constant association
with an accomplished and refind wo- §§

But when the duchess showed him all .

the advantages to be gained, he yield-

ed at once.

“You have asked me to complete
your niece’s education,” she said;
! no way can it be done better than by

{ taking her abroad. A few weeks with -
i ., me in Paris and in Rome will change

her altogether; she will be a different
girl.” ? i
He fixed his eyes lovingly on Leah,
“Do you think it well to change her?”
he agked, slowly. “She seems to me
perfect o
“IE- you intend to mtke her a woman
of the world she must ‘change in some

» respects,” said the diuchess, a little im-

patiently. “Leaveé her to me, Sir Ar-
thur; I will 'promise that you shall be
satisfied with ‘the result.”

,And after that Sir Arthur offered no
further bppogltlon. ) .

CHAPTER XIIL
The Duchess of Rosedene was de-
; tained for a considen‘me time on the

; Continent by a seVere ﬂlneas of her

‘husband, and in teply to ‘her. anxious
allowed his
beautiful niéce to remain with her. Al-
{ though his heart. yearned for her, and
his eyes longed once _more . to. behold
her, he knew that the care and train-
ing which the duchess could bestow
were invaluable ,and were such as he
could not have found elsewhere. He
was content to wait. b,
Dur}xig Leah’s absence he purchased.

| & magnificent mansipn in Belgravia, to

which, is loving memory of his native
town, he gave' the name of Harbury
House, The decorations were so magni-
ficent, the furniture was so eleganf
and costly, that public attention was

_drawn to the house, and it soon be-
" came known that Sir Arthur had made
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this purchase for his tdopted niece and
! heiress, who was now in Imy with the
Duchess of Rosodone, and who was—
8o rumor ‘said—as beautiful as a vi-
sion. i

People looked forward with interest

to the time when the brﬂliant young

be;uty should be presented and tnke
{ her place’ unonrthem It was a plty,

ccrtam spinsters lllll 'idmn dcclarod s

man of the world could have given

such high-bred ease and grace to her. §§ B

“My daughter and niece,” he said,

“you have beefi away little more than”

a year, yet there is a difference of
many years in you.”
“Are you satlsﬂed » asked the duch-

ess, softly, some time afterwsrd when

they found themselves alone.
“I should be most ungrateful Avere
I anything else,” he replied.

! never thank you enough, I must con-

)

fess myself overwhelmed with
prise.”

" “I do not feel much Inclined to let
Wy treasure pass out of my hands,”
said the duchess, with a smile. “If I
intrust her to yoy, you must promise
me that she ghall not be seen until the
day of the drawing-room. I want her to
take the gay world by surprise. She
will make a sensation such as‘we have
cot had for some time past. Do you not
agree with me?”

“With every word,” replied the gen-
eral. “I feel myself almost in awe in
the presénce of such perfect and peer-
less lovelitiess.”

“Mind,” said the duchess, laughing-
1y, “Leah must mdke the best match

sur-

! nf the season, I shall not. consider any

ore under an earl m- duke Dbresentable. ,
She might have been a princess whxle
Wwe were-in Rome, but she would not.”

‘T'exn glad . of. #t” he declared.
“There are no men like Euglishmen,
I hope she will marry——if she marriecs
at all-—some one who will be kind to
her and make her happy.”

It did not occur to him to add, “some
one whom she loves.” Love had never
been a necessity of life with the old
soldier.

8ir Arthur took his beautiful niece
home that evening to Harbury House.

“Do you know why I gave this house
the name of Harbury?” he said to her;
and then he told her that it was in af-
fectionate remembrance of the pretty
town where his father had lived and
died.

Magnificent as the house was, it was
but & fitting shrine for the young
beauty who had come to be mistress
of it. When they stood in the drawing-
room, Sir Arthur regarded his niece
still more attentively.

“I should hardly have know iyou,
Leah,” he said, gently. “Among all the
Hattons T do not think we hnve had
one like youn.”

(To be continued) -
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